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Chaos predicted despite official advice not to panic over thrombosis warning British 

Pill alert for a million women K 


JOHN VON RADOWnZ 

The Government yesterday 
warned more than a million 
women of clanger from a wide- 
ly used contraceptive p£U which 
was previously thought to be the 
safest on the market. 

■ The combined oral contra- 
ceptive has been recommend- 
ed by doctors and family 
planning clinics since it was in- 
troduced to Britain in the last 
decade. 

While the Government's 
Committee on Safety of Med- 
icines was accused of acting too 




MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Arts Reporter 

The Prime Minister, John Ma- 
jor, told the House of Commons 
he felt “extreme distaste'' for the 
controversial sale of Fred Wfcst’s 


fidal Solicitor, Peter Harris. 

The -deal agreed a fortnight 
ago between Mr Harris, the bi- 
ographer Geoffrey \%nseH and 
the piibhshers Hndder Head- 
line* was revealed by the Inde- 
pendent yestsnJay^ Mr Harris 
made the doelas trustee for the 
West estate after the Glouces- 
ter builder who was charged 
with 12 -counts of murder 
hangeci hmBjftf.j 

It mdmkP' She ninety valuable 
assets of £32poUce tapes of In-, 
terviews with TWst, their tran- 
scripts, and. West’s 100-page 
autobiography JWasL&ctdliy 
An AngcL, written in Wurison 
Green Prison, Bfrmi ogham. 

Douglas French, the MF for 
Gloucester, asked Mr Major: 
"Do yon not find such a dealex- 


Siamese trite <fie 

Chios and Nicole Astjburyr the 
Siamese twins who were born, 
joined from chest to navel, died 


d^disedthepossibiliiyoftneD:. 
going home. The twins died 
withm five minutes of each 
other after they succumbed to 
bowel disease. -* v— . -Pag* 8 



hastily In releasing such a far- 
reaching alert, GPs and phar- 
macists were told how new 
studies had apparently showed 
that the contraceptive was twice 
as likely as otheT lypes of pill to 
cause deep vein blood dots. 

The pms are sold under the 
brand names . Femodene, 
Femodene ED, MSnulet, Tii- 
adene, Tri-Min ulet, Maivelon 
and Merdlon. Doctors have 
been advised not to prescribe 
them to women who are over- 
weight, or have varicose veins 
or a history of thrombosis. 

Wom^rj^^mged mrt to 

the piBs, thereby riskiogun- 
wanted pregnancy, but one se- 
nior doctor at a leading family 
planning clinic predicted 
“chaos” with women coming off 
the pill “in droves’* as a result 
of the warning. 

The Royal College of Nurs- 
ing said thousands of family 
planning and practice nurses 





were expecting irdejege of 
calls. - - - -r- - 

Meanwhile, 7-titii 7 "World 
Health Organisation Was saidto 
be furious that date was taken 
from an unpublished study it. 
had carried put 
The piDs aD contain cme of 
two particular types of tbehor- 
mone progestogen, combined 
with oestrogen, and are taken 
by about 50 per cent of 


British women wha .us^ ’Orah 
contraceptives^ * •“ -/•* ? V V; 
• When tfac piljs were intrb- 
doced in Britain they were 
haled as an important advance 
and were said to protect against 
ovarian and womb cancer, as 
well aspehne infections that can 
cause infertility. The new for- 
mula was also thought to cut the 
risk of arterial, as opposed tb ve- 
nous, thrombosis. Arterial 


-and heart; 
• NewrcS 
indicate -ft 



safest ever, but now experts are raising doubts about them 


■ -New riteel TO nifo appears to 
indicate^ fs i risk of deep 
vein thro^Sos with the com- 
bined six times the nor- 
mal average and double that 
faced by woman who use oth- 
er types of contraceptive pin. 

However, experts were keen 
to stress that even this level of 
risk represents a ratio of only 


three in every 10,000 for healthy 
young women - half the natur- 
al risk of thrombosis during 
pregnancy. 

Professor Michael Rawlins, 
chairman of the Co mmi ttee on 
Safety pf Medicines, told a 
news conference at the De- 
partment of Health that he 
had written to all doctors and 
pharmacists about the findings. 

“For women who axe on 


tremeiy distasteful?” Mr Major 
replied: “Personally, I share 
your feelings.” He was speak- 
ing as it emmjgedfhat Rose 
West, who is bemg tried for the 
murders of IQ women and ■ 
young girls, will get a half- 
share in the proceeds of the 
book and :any other profits 
from the estate^ 

Leo Goatiey, her solicitor, 1 
said yesterday that she had not 

renounced a share in the prof- 
its, although she had signed an 
affidavit saying that she would 
not keep any of the profits, but 
give them to her children. The : 
solicitor added that about 
£60,000 had already been used 
in legal fees for tbe Official So- 
licitor and Thyior Jqynson Gar- 
rett, the top City firm which he 
has hired to advse on copyright. 

Mr Goatley said that Mrs 
West waa entitled to keep the 
132 tapes of police interviews. 
These could be extremely valu- 


These could be extrem 
able- and even auction 


Jury at Cromwfcd Street, page 5 


Howard safe as Labour 
fails to draw blood 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor . - 

Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretmy,Ia^mghtsurnveda 
Commons onslaught against 
his saclritagGfDerek Lewis, Di- 
rector General of the Prison 
Service, with a slrilfuV counter- 
attack on Tbny Blair for allow- 
ing himself to be used as the 
“vehicle for the spleen of a bit- 
ter man.” 

.Afler one of the longest and 
: most bitter Commons debates 
since the Westland Helicopter 
row in 1986, Mr Howard not 
only predictably secured the 
backing of the Commons in last 
-ni gh t’s 280-221 vote hot also de- 
lighted Ibiy backbenchers with 
a robust Eariiamenteiy perfor- 
mance which helped to secure 
his tenure at the Home Office. 

The Home Secretary's victo- 
ry was secured at the price of 
jwblishmg the affinal minute of 
a meeting on January 10 which 


establishes that labour - was 
correct to argue that IhejHome 
Seaetaiy raisedthc issue of sus- 
pending the Governor , of 
rarfchorst, .John Marriott, 
rather than transferring him. 

The minute, which Labour's 
Home Affairs spokesman, Jack 


refused to answer questions 
from Mr Straw and Mr Blair on 
whether Mr Lewis had object- 
ed, to the transfer on that day 
and. had been overrated by the 
Home Secretary. The allega- 
tion, repeated on Channel Four 
News by Mr Lewis, is in the writ 


The Home Secretary is not merely secure in his 
job; after days of being muttered about by Tory 
. MPs as a liability, he has become their hero’ 
-Andrew Man; page 2 


Straw, argued had proved that' 
Mr Howard interfered far more 
actively in operational matters 
than be had so far admitted, says 

that to transfer Mr Marriott to 
other duties would “almost in- 
evitably be seen as a fudge”. 

Mr Straw said: “What these 
minutes show, for all the blus- 
ter of the Tbries opposite, is that 
Mr Howard himself raised the 
issue of suspension." :/ 

Mr Howard also repeatedly 


whiefahe has issued against Mr 
Howard for bread] of contract. 

But Mr Howari’s highly un- 
usual decision to publish the 
previously classified minute of 
the January 10 meeting and to 
make an unashamed defence of 
his right under the Prison 
Framework Agreement to be 
consulted on such operational 
matters, went a long way to to 
Shooting Labour's fox after Mr 
Straw failed to draw blood in his 


repeatedly interrupted speech. 

Mr Straw was jeered by the 
Tbty benches when he declined 
to answer a question on 
whether he- supported the de- 
cision to sack Mr Lewis after the 
Leannont report. ; 

Mr Howard steered the de- 
bate away fromthe details of Ins 
encounters with Mr Lewis on to 
the safer, wider temtory of 
Tory law and order policy, and 
tola the Commons: “1 have 
been accused of int e rvening. Yes 
I have. I make no apologies for 
it. I intervened to cut back 
home leave by 50 per cent. As 
a direct result, home leave fail- i 
ures have fallen by 80 per oenL” 
Mr Howard said Mr Blair 
“and bis sidekick Mr Straw 
have shown themselves utterly 
unfit for government. I invite 
this House to reject them and 
their motion with the utter con- 
tempt it deserves.” 

Second resignation, page 2 
Leading article, page 20 


Eq^preeotedlbrmeh 

The Govmnneul bowed to a Eu- 
ropean Court equal -.rights ruling 
yesterday by giving free prescript 
tides to men at 60, Che same age 
aswomen,atacG6taf£40ma3rear: 
Ministers rejected the option of 
raising women’s age of. entitle- ■ 
meat to 65 and avoidmg spendmg 
the mom#. fl*ge6 


Kozyrev faces sack 

Boris Yeltsin, struggling to 
shore up his. presidency, 
said bejffens to sack Andrea 
Kozyrev, his Foreign Min- 
i^er,assoon ashe can find 
a replacement. Russian 
hardliners Tiave accused 
Mr Kozyrev of selling out ; 
■totbe.iwest. : -- Page 15 



frafagarhttsback 

Trafalgar House, the embattled 
owner, of theQE2, attacked ru- 
mours that its Jaigesl shares 
holder was poised to untiufraw 
s^jport ftto^aoollapfe > 
shares m recent days. . ft«ge22 


Robbeiy gang foiled 

Italy has cancefleda decree un- 
der which terminally 01 crimi- 
nals arc immune to prosecution, 

a bando^Ajds-infected Turin 
bank-robbers. . Page 14 
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News analysis: The Astbmy Siamese twins - a 
stoiy of hope, sadness and lousy luck. Page 19 
Folly Toynbee: The PEQ is still a woman’s best 
friend Page 21 

Helen Wilkinson wonders whether black women 
can really wait for their menfolk to sort 

themselves out Page 21 

Another view: the Chief Scout defends the 
memory of Lord Baden-PowelL Page 20 

Wilkes’s diary: Major’s heir-apparent Page 19 | 

^ Weather Southern . regions will be bright at first but rainy 
t Cprrj y later. Northern regions will have showers to start but will dear 

&*- i y up later. Scotland will be fine but cold. Section Urn, page 33 
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these pills we would advise 
them, firstly, not to panic, and 
secondly to continue their cycle 
of ptDs and to go and discuss 
with their doctors the advis- 
ability of continuing," he said. 

“The chance of a woman on 
the pill experiencing a throm- 
bosis is small. There is no need 
for anyone to suddenly stop 
taking the pill. Whatever 
piD is being taken, the current 


cycle should be finished. 
Women who are taking any 
other brand can be reassured 
about the safety of their pill and 
that there is no need to change. 
Rar the vast majority of women, 
the pill is a safe and highly ef- 
fective form of contraception." 

First indications of a problem 
with the pills emerged in July 
from the World Health Organ- 
isation study. At that stage the 
findings were incomplete and 
inconsistent, but Government 
health officials were sufficient- 
ly alarmed to urge a speeding- 
up of another study on the 
same subject under way in Eu- 
' rope. Its results were obtained 
this moath. 

Final confirmation that action 
had to be taken came after the 
Committee on Safety of Med- 
icines conducted a rapid study 
of its own using information 
from a GP database. 

The question of whether to 
withdraw the pills was discussed 
with family planning experts but 
was rejected partly because 
there are women who cannot 
tolerate any other types of 
contraceptive pfiL 

Government scientists cannot 
explain why the combinations 
pins are less safe but are ex- 
amining the theory that the ; 
risk is linked to a reaction ! 
between the two hormones. 

However, Dr Anne Szarews- 
Iti, senior clinical medical offi- 
cer at the Margaret Pyke 
Centre, in London, a leading 
family planning clinic, last night 
described the Government's 
reaction as irresponsible and 
premature. 

“We don’t even know what 
numbers were involved in these 
studies, and small-scale studies 
are subject to a fair amount of 
bias,” she said. 

West Sussex-based Schering 
Health Care, which manufac- 
tures Femodene, Triadene and 
TJi-MmuIet, said: “The com- 
pany is deeply concerned about 
actions which could result in 
undue concern and anxiety in 
users, which may arise from the 
controversy, " h added. 

MHeallh Information Service 
freephone 0800 665544. 


sold to 
Turkey 
for profit 


EXCLUSIVE 


LOUISE JURY and HUGH POPE 

British-made blood products 
are on sale abroad at four times 
the UK price, despite promis- 
es to donors that there is no 
commercial exploitation. 

Repeated reassurances from 
the National Blood Authority, 
designed to allay donors’ fears 
over what happens _ to their 
blood, were undermined yes- 
terday by the first details of the 
overseas mark-ups. 

A Tbrkish price list seen by 
the Independent shows Fhctor 
VIE, a blood by-product used 
to treat haemophiliacs, on sale 
for four times the price paid by 
some British hospitals. 

Mr Osman Karaomeroglu. of 
Sod h an Medical Instruments 
Manufacturing and Trading 
Company, the licensed distrib- 
utor for the British products in 
Turkey, said it was the common 
practice for his government to 
multiply the price of imported 
medicine by two or three times. 

Although details of the pric- 
ing of the British products is un- 
known, Kadir Sonmez, a 
TUrkish ministry of health 
spokesman, confirmed: “The 
original company sends an in- 
voice. Then we apply an ex- 
change rate and legal profits." 

A spokeswoman for the Na- 
tional Blood Authority (NBA), 
whose commercial arm is (lie 
Bio Products .. Laboratory 
(BPL), said while it could not 
control overseas practices, it 
made no money out of the 
trade and only sold surpluses. 

“We have a choice. either 
burn the surpluses or we can of- 
fer them for sale and the mon- 
ey we get from these sales goes 
back into the service,” she said 

But the revelations incensed 
some doctors and donors, many 
of whom have never been tola 
where their blood goes. 

Secret trade, page 10 


Advertisement 


Why Are You Shamed 
By Your 
Mistakes 


In English? 

A SIMPLE technique 
for acquiring a swift 
mastery of good English 
has just been 
announced. It can dou- 
ble your powers of self- 
expression. It can pay 
you real dividends in . 
business and social , 
advancement, and give i 
you added poise, self- ; 
confidence and persona] 1 
effectiveness. J 

The details of this method ] 
are described in a fasdnat- , 
mg book, “Good English — 
the Language of Success", 
seat free an request. j 

Respect > 

Many people do not * 
realise how much they 
could influence others sim- 
ply by speaking and writ- n 
ing with greater power, { 
authority and precision, j 
W hether you are present- j 
ing a report, training a j 
child, fighting for a cause, . 
making a sale, writing an t 
essay, or asking for a rise - « 
your success depends upon J 
the words you use. c 

Now the right words are c 
yours to command! A z 
unique new system of self- e 
instruction speedily gives I 
you a thorough grounding r 
in every aspect of effective f 
English — • grammar, vocab- \ 



Shamed By Your English? 
ulary, reading, writing and 


Never again need you fear 
those embarrassing mis- 
takes. You can quickly and 
easily be shown how to 
ensure that your speech 
and writing will be crisp, 
dear, correct . You can enor- 
mously increase your 
vocabulary, speed up your 
reading, enhance your pow- 
ers of conversation. 

What’s more, good English 
commands respect. It can 
help yon to cut through 

many barriers to social, aca- 
demic and business success. 

Free 

Tb acquaint all readers of 
The Independent with this 
easy-to-follow method for 
developing a mastery of 
English, we, the publishers, 
have printed full details in 
a fascinating book, “Good j 
English — the Language of f 
Success 3 ', sent free onj 
request. No obligation./ 
Simply fill in and return the/ 
coupon on Page 15 (aof 
need even to stamp your 
envelope}, or write to] 
Practical English Prog/ 
ramme (Dept. IDE95] 
FREEPOST 246, Londof* 
WCIA1BR. 
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news 


Jails controversy: Non-executive director quits in protest at Lewis sacking but Howard passes Commons test 

Prison Board hit by new 



HEATHER MILLS 
Home Affairs Correspondent 

A second member of Ihe Prison 
Service's management team 
yesterday quit in protest over 
the sacking of Derek Lewis, the 
director-general. 

Urmila Banerjce told the 
Home Secretary she though! the 
dismissal of Mr Lewis was not 
in the best interest of the ser- 
vice and nor did she agree with 
many of the recommendations 
in the Leannonl inquiry into the 
escape from Parkhurst prison, 
which led to his sacking. 

The resignation from the 


Prison Board of Mrs Baneijec, 
a director of British Telecom, 
came as Judge Stephen Tu- 
mim, the Chief Inspector of 
Prisons, described the Lear- 
mont report as “flawed and dan- 
gerous”. The judge said the 
report’s primary conclusion that 
security should override all oth- 
er penal policy considerations 
was “quite wrong”. 

The current Prison Service 
statement places security along- 
side humanity and rehabilita- 
tion. But Sir John Leannont has 
concluded that custody must 
come before consideration of 
care and control. Judge Tumim 


said: "I strongly disapprove of 
placing security above human- 
ity. What kind of message is that 

n g to those in the service? 

i extremely dangerous. 
Would it mean that anything 
was justified to stop someone 
going over the wall?" 

The departure of Mrs Baner- 
jee follows the protest resigna- 
tion on Wednesday of Geoffrey 
Keeys, a director of die Pru- 
dential insurance company. 
And a question mark hang ; over 
the future of a third - and ar- 
guably most influential member 
- Sir Duncan Nidwl, the former 
chief executive of the NHS. 


Angry li 
eekbySi 


week by Sir Duncan - 1 


letters fired off last 
■ reprint- 
ed here - warned the Home 
Secretary that to sack Mr Lewis 
would be “severely damaging" 
to the service. He also questions 
the “bias” of the Leannont 
findings and says its summary 
of his involvement is a “serious 
distortion”. 

Sir Duncan is currently work- 
ing in Spain and last night was 
not available for comment 
The fourth non-executive 
board member. Bill Bentley, has 
said he win not resign but he did • 
express his support for Mr 
Lewis. 


Their vacancies will be fiUed 
by Mr Howard who appoints all 
the directors of the board - the 
six executive, operation direc- 
tors and four advisory, non- 
executive. 

In her letter to Mr Howard, 
Mrs Baneriee wrote: “I am 
writing to advise you that, after 
careful conrideratkm, I have de- 
cided to resign my position as 
a non-executive director of the 
Prisons Board. After five-and- 
a-half years this has not been an 
easy decision. 

“However, as I indicated in 
my letter to you of October 12, 
I cannot support the view of the 


performance of the Prisons 
Board taken by General Sir 
John Leannont nor many of the 
re ro n B>ynffarin ns in his report. 

“Also, I fed that the dismissal 
of Mr Lewis was not in the best 
interest of the Prison Sendee." 

Concerns over the Leannont 
inquiry were echoed by Stephen 
Shaw, of the Prison Reform 
Trust He said yesterday: “The 
Leannont report neither could, 
nor should, command respect 
It is impressionistic and reliant 
upon anecdotal evidence sup- 
plied by anonymous members 

of staff-” ’ „ . - 

He said Sir John, the former 


Quartermaster Genera] glis- 
tened too intently to the front 
line troops~and believed too lit- 
tle credit was given in the report 
for change that was taking place 
within the service. 

“That is not to say that every- 
thing was fine with the Service, 
and would have .been if Derek 
Lewis had been allowed to con- 
tinue for two or three more 
years. Fundamental problems 
that Mr Lewis was bequeathing 
to the service were a dimate of 
fear in industrial relations and 
an undue emphasis upon in- 
centives as a tool of 
management," he said. 


in in- 
prison 


The curious 
case of the 
royal bedroom 


STEPHEN GOODWIN 

For all Michael Howard’s 
storming performance in yes- 
terday's prisons crisis debate, it 
was a humble backbencher, 
Chris Muhin, who pointed up 
the change in political ethics the 
affair seems to illustrate. 

During a testy Prune Minis- 
ter’s Question Time preceding 
the debate, Mr Mulim asked u 
John Major recalled the occa- 
sion on which a man was found 
in the Queen's bedroom. 

Whether or not MPS recalled 
Michael Fagan’s Buckingham 
Palace intrusion on July 1982 
most of them roared with laugh- 
ter and there were mumblings 
of “Prince Philip?". But Mr 
Muhin, justice campaigner and 
Labour MP for Sunderland 
South, was on to a serious 
point. 

“Does the Prime Minister re- 
call that the then Home Secre- 
taty, Lord Whitelaw, who I 
think we can call a gentleman 
of the old school, immediately 
offered his resignation? 

“Whs Lord Whitelaw wrong? 
Gould he have said iLwas an op- 
erational inatterand none of Ins 
business?^,^ 

Mr Major did not, tell the 
House.whqthec he jjecalled. the 
tefflin theQueen’srbbdroono, 
but ah of his replies and Mr 
Howard’s blistering arguments 
were to the effect that Lord 
Whitelaw was indeed wrong. 

The Home Secretary dis- 
missed Labour's charge that he 
had pressurised Derek Lewis, 
the former director-general of 
the Prison Service, over the re- 
moval of the governor of 


Parkhurst as a “cheap and 
tawdry attempt to make petty 
party political capital” out of the 
difficulties of the service. 

And he accused Tony Blair, 
who had again tackled Mr Ma- 
jor on the affair, of “allowing 
himself to be used as the vehi- 
cle for the spleen of a bitter 
man”. 

With help of Tory back- 
benchers and a poor perfor- 
mance by Jack Straw, his 
Labour opposite number, Mr 
Howard won the day. He was 
watched from one end of the 
public gallery by his wife, San- 
dra, and from the other by 
John Marriott, the ex-governor 
of Parkhurst prison. 

At the close of the noisy, de- 
bate Labour s motion deploring 
the unw illingness of the Home 
Secretary to accept responsi- 
bility for serious operation fail- 
ures of the Prison Service was 
defeated by 280 votes to 231. 

Mr Straw struggled with the 
aid of minutes from a meeting 
between Mr Howard and offi- 
cials in the wake of the 
Parkhurst escape to try and 
prove that Mr Howard wanted 
Mr Marriott suspended where- 
as Mr Lewis only wanted him 
moved. 

According to the minutes, the 
Home Secretary “wondered 
whether it was right for Mr Mar- 
riott to be moved to other du- 
ties as distinct from being 
suspended from duty". 

Mr Straw told the House that 
Mr Lewis has said he came un- 
der “intense pressure" to agree 
to suspension - greater than he 
had ever known to change a de- 
cision “property his”. 



Howard’s way: Michael Howard’s (left) bftstering aiguments helped by a poor performance from Labor’s Jack Straw (right) won the day in the Commons 


He also maintained that Mr 
Howard had over-ridden Mr 
Lewis in announcing to the 
Commons on 10 January, fol- 
lowing an inquiry into the 
Parkhurst escape, that Mr Mar- 
riott was to be moved thatday. 

Mr Howard repeatedly 
avoided challenges to say 
whether he bad acted against 
Mr Lewis's advice, but eventu- 
ally told the House: “The an- 
swer is no, because all the 
decisions that day were made by 
the director-general of the 
prison service." 

Mr Straw said virtually every- 


one associated with the prison 
service had palpably lost confi- 
dence in the Home Secretary. 
“Is it any wonder that the ser- 
vice is in crisis. It has no effec- 
tive leadership. 

“The Secretary of Stale pro- 
vides none. Indeed he doesn't 
even pretend to provide arty be- 
cause he says he is not respon- 
sible for the operation of the 
service. We say that in practice 
the Secretary of State has on 
numerous occasions taken de- 
cisions and otherwise inter- 
fered in the operation of the 
prison service." 


Mr Straw said it was well 
known that Mr Howard “want- 
ed Mr Marriott’s head” and 
wanted to present it to the 
Hodse that afternoon. 

Mr Howard used the same TO 
January minute to tty and draw 
precisely the opposite conclu- 
sion to that of Mr Straw. An- 
noundng that he was taking, the 
exceptional step of releasing the 
official note, he said it showed 
It was Mr Lewis who decided 
that the governor or Parkhurst 
should be moved. 

“I was entitled to be con- 
sulted by Mr Lewis about this 


important matter, and I was, I 
wasestitied in the-axuse of tiiat 
consultation tt> •explore alter- 
natives asT did / L ' 

“I was not entitled to give in- 
structions -Idid not. : 

• Pressed on whether lie had 
set a deadline for Mr Lewis, Mr 
Howard said he had to make a 
statement to the Commons that 
afternoon. Of course there had 
to be a deadline. 

. Cheered on by Tory back- 
benchers, Mr Howard had al- 
most completed his lawyerty 
demolition of Mr Straw and 
Labour's case when Tony Blair 


intervened, claiming Mr 
Howard had wanted Mr Mar- 
riott suspended and wanted it 
done immediatety. 

He challenged the Home 

ceivedrSe In^uc^bn^o move 
Mr Marriott to give evidence as 
to what they were told by the 
Home Office. 

• But Mr Howard said the in- 
tervention cast the most serious 
questions on Mr Blair's judge- 
ment “If there were any evi- 
dence required that the Labour 
Paily is unfit to govern we have 
seen it here this afternoon.” 


Howard escapes to victory ‘The report is a distortion’ 


This wasn't a debate. It was an 
evisceration; in little over an 
hour yesterday afternoon 
Labour’s attack on Michael 
Howard was ripped to pieces 
and bloodily trampled on the 
floor of the chamber. It had 
looked as if it was going to 
be one of the Government’s 
worst days in the Commons. In- 
stead it was one its best, for 
years. 

Conservative MPs were 
milling about afterwards in a 
state pf rare over-exrilemem, in- 
forming anyone who passed 
that Tony Blair had peaked, that 
this was the turning-point. 
That’s going it a bit; these de- 
bates matter less to voters than 
MPs care to admit. But it would 
be surprising if Blair, Jack Straw 
and his closest aides were not 
already engaged in an agonised 
post-mortem examination. 

The Home Secretary is not 
merely secure in his job; after 
days of being muttered about by 
Ibry MPs as a liability, he has 
become their hero. He is safe 



ANDREW MARR 

Columnist of tlie Year 


as houses and, come to think of 
iL. rather safer than prisons. 

Paraphrasing the words used 
by Iain Madeod in his famous 
attack on Nye Bevan - “I want 
to deal closely and with relish 
with the vulgar, crude and in- 
temperate speech to which the 
House has just listened" - 
Howard performed brilliantly, 
turning all the rhetoric about 
high offices being demeaned 
and men being unfit for gov- 
ernment he's suffered back on 
Blair and Straw. His voice trem- 
bled with emotion. His finger 
stabbed. 

He was most affecting. One 
was reminded of a story told by 


the late Sir Nicholas Fairbaim 
QC who, after using all his or- 
atorical skills to get a man ac- 
cused of murder acquitted, was 
approached by his tearful client. 
The man grasped him and said: 
‘’Ach, Mr Fairbaim, that was 
wouderfuL Hx a moment there, 

I almost thought I hadn’t done 
it myself." 

Labour, as the prosecution, 
had however made two tactical 
errors. First, they played the- 
man, without quite enough ev- - 
ideace, instead of concentrating 
on the main points of public 
concern, the condition of the 
prisons, and the erosion of ac- 
countability. Secondly, they had 
not decided whether Derek 
Lewis was a martyr or an in- 
competent fool - whether he 
should have been sacked or not. 

So the Ibry hecklers weighed 
in mercilessly. 

Tony Blair did his best to 
prompt with further questions. 
As Labour's attack tell apart, 
the party’s senior spin doctor 
quietly departed from the press 


gallery. I didn’t think the 
Home Office officials in their 
box in the chamber looked too 


happy, either. 
Hot 


loward’s parlianientaiy 
triumph leaves an important 
question about, how the 
country is run unresolved by 
Parliament The relationship 
between ministers and agencies 
has been exposed, yet again, 
as unacceptably vague. In 
essence he has got away with 
taking credit, but not blame, for 
what happens in the penal 
system. 

His distinction between pol- 
icy and operations, fought yes- 
terday through obscure minutes 
and faxes, is not tenable. This 
is a gap in proper accountabil- 
ity through which ministers will 
continue to skip whenever 
things go wrong. - . 

Meanwhile, the chattering 
classes have been badly beaten 
up by the parliamentary Con- 
servative Party - which is after 
all, the story of the past 16 
years. 


' 11 October, 1995 

Richard Wilson, 
Home Office - 

Dear Richard, 

I am writing on behalf of the 
non-executive members of the 
Prison Board who have seen the 
final Leannont report I am 
aware thai the two longest serv- 
ing nan-executives have also 
written directly to the Secretary 
of State ... 

I believe the report is a seri- 
ous distortion. As my personal 
“balance sheet” noted, the 
-changes needed are enormous, 
but beginning to come right If 
Sir John’s report caused any 
question to be raised about the 
future of the top management 
team, especially the Director 
General, non-executive mem- 
bers would take a very serious 
view. Change would be severe- 
ty damaging to the future of the 
service. If any such changes 
were contemplated, we would 
want to meet the Secretary of 
State before any decision was 
taken, in accordance with the 


These are extracts 
from the letters Sir 
Duncan Nicol sent 
to the Home Office 


der which we were appointed 
Yom sincerely, 

Duncan 

13 October 
Richard Wilson, 
Home. Office 

Dear Richard, 

The purpose of this further 
note is not to debate the bias of 
the Learmont report which un- 
derstates, the achievements of 
the Prison Sendee under the 
leade rship of the Director Gen- 
eral. ... The undertying issue 
is whe ther, speaking for the 
non-executive members of the 
Prisoa Board, we have confi- 
dence in the Director General 
to cany thro ugh < giw»wcfii 11 yand 
urgently the major change pro- 
gramme on which the Agency 


has embarked. The primaiy 
challenge is managerial . -This 
requires further clarification at 
all levels of roles, responsibili- 
ties and accountabilities. We 
cxudaDyneed a better way to as- 
sess the jperfonnance of indi- 
vidual prisons and individuals rh 
key management positions. 

: We believe that this work is 
well in hand and is being pur- 
posefully directed. There was 
never a more important point 
in time to support the Director 
General... 

This is not a simple “com- 
mand and control” organisation 
and badly needs the general 
. management skills appropri- 
ate to comparable public and 
private sector businesses. Derek 
. Lewis has these skill* and our 
confidence. 

It is very regrettable that 
...it may not be posable for 
non-executives, to make their 
representations direct to the 
Secretary of State. 

Yours sincerefy, 

Dunam 



Murder case against 

mother dropped 


who died to he dropped- 
After hearing ^missions 
the defence. Mr Justice 

_ . i J tbit nhomi* tlflfllOd 


Cilia Beckett. 34, of m 



dropped. Mrs Beckett, of Nw- 
aric, Nottinghamshire, k still 
charged with manslaughter of 
Tracey, who was allegedly pvwj 

23 anti-depressant tablets, and 

with child cruelty and adminis- 
tering a noxious substance to a 
third daughter, Debbie, seven. 
The case continues today. 

Nuclear station fire 

A fire broke out at a nuclear 
power station in Hartlepool 
Cleveland. Nuclear Electric said 
the blaze was In a non-nuclear 
section of the plant, radioactive 
material was not involved and 
there had been no leak of radi- 
ation. One reactor was shut 
down. There were no casualties. 

Military explosion 

T &0 people were injured, one se- 
riously, m an explosion at auril- 
itaiy experimental estabBshment 
at West Fraught Dumfries and 
Galbway, whim specialises in air-, 
craft weapons systems uials.Tbc 
Defence Evaluation and Re- 
search Agency said the victims 
wereriviaan technical personnel. 

Husband charged 

The husband of Eve Howells, 48, 
who was bludgeoned to death at 
her home in Huddersfield on 31 
August, has been charged with 
her murder. David Howells, 47, 
will appear at Huddersfield 
magistrates’ court today. TWo 
brothers, 14 and 15, have already 
been charged with her murder. 

'Spectator* editor 

Frank Johnson, now a deputy 
editorof the Sunday Telegraph. 
was named as the new editor of 
the Spectator magazine, re- 
placing Dominic Lawson who is 
to edit the Sunday Telegraph. 

Poison vet appeals 

Ryan James, 41, a vet who was 
jailed for life fin: poisoning his 
wife with horse drugs so he 
could start a new fife with his 
mistress, has won leave to ap- 
peal against his murder con- 
viction. Sandra James. 39, of 
Burton upon "Dent Stafford- 
shire, died last January 

Seaside evacuation 

Dozens of homes were evacu- 
ated after a 1,60005 Ge rman Sec- 
ond 'World War bomb was 
brought ashore by a fishing 
boat at Hylhe, Kent Experts 
from the bomb disposal unit at 
Portsmouth defused the device. 

Water firms rapped 

Southern Water, Thames Water 
and Yorkshire Water were crit- 
icised in a report by the water 
companies’ regulator .Ofwat for 
the way they deal with customer 
complaints. They woe particu- 
larly “resistant to making finan- 
cial redress fix anything other 
than actual loss or damage". 

Scott photos sold 

Three albums of more than 800 
photographs of Captain Scott’s 
Antarctic expedition, which end- 
ed in death in 1912, wae sold for 
£38^250 at a Christie’s auction. 
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79% of adults tune to 

Commercial Radio. 


Over a four week period. 37.1 million people listen to Commercial Radio. That’s a staggering 79' 
of all UK adusfs just wailing to hear your message. Commercial Radio. Its time has come. 
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* Dangers of the Pill: : Thirty-five years since the new oral contraceptives offered freedom, experts have discovered a new peril 
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LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

Thirty-five years after the oral 
contraceptive Pill was first 
linked with blood clotting, 
women are today facing new 
concerns about Ibis potential- 
ly fetal side-effect. 

The anxiety of more than a 
million women — and their part- 
ners- will be heightened by the 
knowledge that the combined 
oral contraceptive brands im- 
plicated in this latest Pill scare, 
are ibe very ones they have been 
encouraged to take since the 
Jate29SG&. But three separate 
studies have shown that the risk 
of bkxxi dot is twice that of oth- 
er brands. 

These Pills were said to be 
safer because they contained a 
far lower dose of oestrogen 
than earlier Pills - supposedly 
reducing the risk of blood dots. 
In 1968 in Britain the Diinlop 
Committee had established be- 
yond doubt a connection be- 
tween oestrogen and dotting. 

The newer, ‘‘safer* brands 
are the product of nriHions of 
pounds of research over three 
decades and yet when askedyes-. 
terday why they should in feet 
carry an increased risk of 
thrombosis. Professor Mkhael 
Rawlins, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Safety of Medicines, 
which has issued a warning let- 
ter to all doctors and pharma- 
cists about them, could only 
answer “We don’t know. There 
are a number of theories 

One theoiy is that the syn- 
thetic progestogens [a female 
.hormone] in the combined 
Pills - either gestodene or des- 
ogestrel - makes the oestrogen 
component of the PQ1 more po- 
tent, and therefore more like- 
ly to cause dotting. 

German scientists were the 
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first to raise concents about 
gestodene, particularly in rela- 
tion to a popular brand of. the 
Pill, sold as Femodene in the 
UK, and available since 1987. 
The drug, made by Scbering 
Health Care limited, is taken 
by ah estimated4(XVOOO British 


women. 


Guide to the 
contraceptives 
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Research by Professor Peter 
Scboenhofer, a contraceptive 
expert, had found as early as 
1989 that when compared with 
another Pill, Rmodene showed 
a three times greater risk of dot 
formation in the leg; six to sev- 
en times more risk of clot for- 






Rachael Ash brook: Collapsed weeks after going on Pill 


man On in the lungs; and 10 to 
12 times more risk of damage 
to blood vessels in the brain. 
' Other studies by researchers in 
Liverpool and Ontario subse- 
quently refined Professor 
Scboenhofer’s claims. 

However, , the incidence of 
blood clotting related to gesto- 
dene-contaimng Pills in Ger- 
many rose in 1989 and 1990. 
Drag companies blamed tins on 
press and media attention, and 
a fetter to doctors from the Ger- 
man Ministry of Health re- 
questing reports oo clotting 
incidents related to this group 
of PiOs. This had “stimulated re- 
porting” by doctors and, the 
manufacturers claimed, when 
publicity subsided, the adverse 
r eport in g rate returned to its 
pre-1989/1990 level 

But concern about ftmodene 
continued to grow iu Germany 
and here, particularly after a 
number of deaths and rttcahimg 
injuries related to its use m pre- 
viously healthy young women. 
The Department of Health, 
which had bees aware of the 
German research. looked again 
at Femodene in 1994 but con- 
cluded there was no cause for 
anxiety. The message was that 

an unplanned pregoancy posed 

greater risks to a woman’s 

health that t hfe Ay related Pills 

. In February this year. Sir 
Montague Levine, a coroner in 
Southwark, south London, said 
be would write to the CSM, 
Sobering, and the Department 
of Health urging them to give 
greater emphasis to possible 
side-effects of the on Pill pack- 
ets. 

This followed an inquest into 
the death of Beverley Marsh, 
from Barnstaple, who died in 
December last year, just two 
days before her 21st birthday, 
and only two months after be- 
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PotentiaJ danger: Lower levels of oestrogen were said to make the Pill safer as it lessened the possibility of blood 


ing prescribed Femodene. She estimated 45, involving relatives 
suffered blood clots in the of women who have died after 


hings. At the inquest her moth- 
er pointed out that warnings 
about the risk of dotting appear 
in tiny print on page 41 of the 
51 page booklet in the Pill 
packet 

The Marsh case is one of an 


taking Femodene or suffered 
some injury, and are sueing 
Schermg. Other Femodene- 
related fatalities have indnde 
Sarah Mitchell, 18, a legal sec- 
retary from Lowestoft, who 
died of a blood dot Mocking the 


main heart artery after taking 
the drug for three weeks. Dawn 
Watson, 19, and one of the first 
users of Femodene died in 
1988. 

Shortly after her death, a 
young mother, Terri Midgley, 
28, was partially blinded by 
bleeding in her eye while tak- 


ing Fbmodene. Other deaths 
among users of other com- 
bined pills induding MinuJel 
and Marvelon are Ann Pratt, 26, 
a teacher from Dudley who died 
in 1989, and 16-year-old Lisa 
Smith from Telford, who died 
in 1990. 

After the screening of a 


World In Action programme in 
July this year on the health dan- 
gers of the Pill, the manufac- 
turers have been writing to 
GPs refuting the daims made 
and urging them not to stop pre- 
scribing the gestodene or aesr 
ogestrel-conlaining brands in an 
effort to shore-up market share. 


Fatal prescription that took a young life 


Rachael Ashbrook was a 
healthy young woman who did 
not smoke, drink or have “any 
problems whatsoever”. At 22 
she was prescribed the contra- 
ceptive piQ Femodene. Within 
four months she was dead. 

. At first Rachael’s family 
thought her sudden death was 
“one in a mflUop”. Yesterday’s 
announcement confirmed it 
had beeo : no freak inddenL - 
L - In May 1991 Rachael went cm 
holiday, to ComwalL After 
climbing St Michael's Mount 
shecoDapsed. “She appe ar ed to 
be having some sort of fit,” said 
her brother, - Wiyne, 35. 
“Passers-by tried to revive her 
but at one point one of them 
said she had died and they lost 
her. She stopped breathing. She 
was taken to Thiro hospital 
and pat on a ventilator. At this 
point her heart was fluctuating . 
She was drifting out of life and 
death.” 

The intensive care anil con- 


Clare Gamer reports on how the Pill killed a 22-year-old 


tacted her family. “They told us 
they didn’t know why it had hap- 
pened but that her heart had 
stopped beating” said Wayne. 

‘That was on the Sunday and 
by Wednesday they had taken 
her off the ventilaror. She could 
breath unaided but that was all 
she could do. She was fed by a 
drip and they said she had ex- 
tensive brain damage.” 

Rachael was transferred to a 
hospital near her home, the 
Countess of Chester, in 
Cheshire, where she dial six 
weeks later. An inquest con- 
cluded death was caused by puL 
monaiy emb olism. 

It was onfy then that the truth 
started to emerge. “There is no 
histoiy of heart problems in the 
family,” said Wayne. “There 
was no connection made with 
the Pill until afterwards when 
the consultant at the hospital 
wrote to my mother to explain 


things. His exact words were 
that death was almost certain- 
ly contributed to by usage of the 
PiU- My sister's GP told my 
mother had she not been on the 
Pill she would be alive today." 

Rachael had just started a job 
as an office clerk at a packag- 
ing company in the Wirral Pre- 
viously she had studied business 
at Chester College. “Every- 
body who knew her liked her. 
She was beautiful, intelligent 
and sensible. She had a strong 
sense of justice and fairness, if 
she felt someone had been 
wronged she would campaign 
on their behalf" said Wayne. 

Rachael’s mother, Sylvia, 60, 
broke down when she heard Lhe 
Government's announcement 
yesterday. “I can't say that the 
news brings everything back 
because it’s never away from us. 
IPs a daily thing 1 fed bitter that 
Rachael's life was cut off at such 


an early age but we’ve done 
everything we can to stop that 
Pill and save other girls’ lives. 

“Just because the company 
was making money it wouldn’t 
listen to ordinary people. If 
there was any doubt about the 
P3i it should have been banned 
immediately." 

When Mrs Ash brook looks at 

she sees a spxte of Raehae-L 
Lorraine is now the age that 
Rachael was when she died. 

Last year a Bradford-based 
solicitor, Roselie Houghton, 
who represents amilax cases, 
contacted the Ashbrook fami- 
ly. It was too long after 
Rachael's death to take legal ac- 
tion but all they wanted was to 
get the drug off the market. 

“We had been given the im- 
pression that RachaePs death 
was one in a million. We didn’t 

realise there were so many sim- 


ilar cases and that seemingly it 
was this type of P91 that was do- 
ing it The evidence is over- 
whelming" said Wayne. 

After her death Rachael’s 
mother kept all her posses- 
sions, induding her bag from 
her final holiday. She did not go 
through them because it would 
have Seen too upsetting 

“When 'R&yne raised the 
question of which Pill Rachael 
had taken I was able to take out 
the Femodene," said Mix Ash- 
brook. “Obviously it was a 
nightmare at first Eventually it 
has turned to anger." 

In August Schermg the com- 
pany that makes Femodene, 
were represented on a World in 
Action inquiry into the scandal. 
“Tb hear the Schermg man 
coming on television saying he 
has no qualms about the Piube- 
ing safe and then the news to- 
day makes you angry," said Mrs 
Ashbrook. “It’s very frustrating 
It finally reached a pitch when 
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Wayne Ashbrook: ‘Rachael 
was beautiful and sensible’ 

they could no longer ignore it 
but in that time more women 
have lost their lives." 
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£40 a 
month 
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A recent independent survey 
showed that taking the wrong 
turning could prove costly. 
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The new rover 400 . 

THE BEST LONG-DISTANCE RIDE ON EARTH FROM ONLY £139* A MONTH. 


♦PLUS DEPOSIT AND FINAL PAYMENT 


ABOVE ALL, IT’S A ROVER 


'^British Quality 
u Foundation 
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ROVER 414 

CASH PRICE* 

£12-320.25 

DEPOSIT (35%) 

£4.273.60 

AMOUNT FINANCED 

' £8.046^5 

24 MONTHLY PAYMENT?.. 

£13*00.. 

GUARANTEED MINIMUM FUTURE 1 

VALUFTFINAL PAYMENT • 

£5.9003)0 

CHARGE FOR CREDIT 

£1 .241- 10 

TOTAL PAYABLE 

£13,568.35 

APR 9.0% 


For a free test drive or a 
brochure phone now on 

0345 186 186 


Far fetched? 

Not according to those impartial people at Autocar magazine. 

They went so far as to say; ‘drain covers and potholes have rarely 
been so inconsequential in this class, nor 
motorways so flat-iron smooth.’ 

. Our engineers however, could have gone 
further. 

Explaining at length the advantages of 
double wishbone suspension, one-to-one straight 
line damping and their unique solution to the 
problem of engine vibration. 

But you don’t need a degree in engineering to appreciate the new 
Rover 400, just a degree of imagination. 

Picture a road without bumps or ruts. 

And instead of the roar of tyres on tarmac there’s little more than a 
subdued hum to disturb your thoughts as you glide along. 

You’ve just been driving the new Rover 400. 

Relaxing wasn’t it? 

Now picture yourself driving one all the time. 

From just ^139* a month, it shouldn’t be too difficult. 

But don’t think too long, this opportunity ends on December 10th. 

So now is the time to arrange your test drive. 
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The West trial: As jurors visit alleged murder scene, publishers cast doubt on value of biography 

Silent jury visits Cromwell Street 


WILL BENNETT 

The jury which will decide 
whether Rosemary West is 
guilty of murder walked in sil- 
ence yesterday through 25 
Cromwell Street, Gloucester, 
where the remains of nine of her 
alleged victims were found. 

The eight men and four 
women moved in single file 
through the rooms where Mrs 
West and her husband Freder- 
ick lived for 22 years and where 
the prosecution alleges that 
they terrorised victims. Outside, 
neighbours hung out of then- 
windows to try to see what was 

happening and journ alis ts gath- 
ered on the pavements as they 
had done in February last year 
when the Cromwell Street 
murder inquiry began. 

Mrs WesL, 41, is charged 
with murdering 10 girls and 
young women whose remains 
were found at 25 Cromwell 
Street and at the Wests' previ- 
ous home in Gloucester. She 
denies the charges. Mr West, 
who was charged with 12 mur- 
ders, was found dead in his 
prison cell on 1 January. 

The prosecution alleges that 
seven of' the victims were 

S ed, tied up and kept alive 
: (hey were sexually abused. 
They were mutilated and dis- 
membered before being buried 
at 25 Cromwell Street. 

The jury had unanimously 
asked to travel from Winches- 
ter, where the trial is taking 
place, to Gloucester to look at 
the house. Mr Justice Mantel! 



Grim duty: The jury arrives at 25 Cromwell Street yesterday, shielded from public view 


agreed to their request despite 
misgivings about the trip. 

The judge feared that be- 
cause the house is small the jury 
would not be able to view it si- 
multaneously. There was also 
concern that jurors might be 
photographed. Before they left 


Winchester in a coach in which 
the curtains were kept drawn 
the judge told the juiy: “You 
must not talk about the case 
either during the view or com- 
ing and going [because] you are 
not all together." The jury set 
chi ton the two-hotff journey esc- 


orted by police motorcyclists 
and a patrol car. 

The jury’s bus drove straight 
into the rear entrance to 
Cromwell Street and into a 
huge marquee which had been 
erected to cover the garden and 
the alley to one ride of the 


Photograph: John Voos 

house. It shielded the jurors 
from televirion cameras in three 
helicopters hovering overhead. 

Sergeant Peter Maunder, a 
search expert, took 20 minutes 
to guide the jury through the 
bouse, starting at the top and 
moving down to the cellar 


Both No 25 and No 23 next 
door lie empty. A campaign to 
buy and demolish them and 
create a memorial garden has 
already raised £13,000. 

A bouquet of carnations and 
roses lay outside No 25 yester- 
day. It was from Ann Marie 
Davis, Mr West's daughter by 
his first marriage who told the 
court cm Wednesday that her 
father and stepmother had 
repeatedly sexuuiy abused her. 

It commemorated Heather 
Wfest, the couple’s eldest daugh- 
ter whose remains were the first 
to be found at Cromwell Street 1 
and said: 'Though the years . 
have passed you are always in I 
my heart." Heather would have : 
been 25 last Hiesday. 

The trial resumes at 
Winchester today. 


Fred West film rights may be sold for estate 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Arts Reporter 

The Official Solicitor, Peter 
Harris, who commissioned the 
official biography of Fred West 
on behalf of the estate of the 
Gloucester builder, will have to 
consider whether to sell the 
tapes of the police interviews. 

The estate also contains the 
valuable asset of the film rights 
in Fred West’s handwritten 
autobiography, entitled / Was 
Lo\ed By An Angel, which could 
be sold to Hollywood for a 
substantial sum. 

Mr Harris is acting on behalf 
of West’s children and is re- 
quired to "maxi raise” profits of 
the dead man's estate. West 


hanged himself in Winson 

Green prison, Bi rmingham, on 

New Year’s Day without 
making a will. Any money 
accruing from the estate wifi go 
to hs wife, Rosemary- who has 
said she wiQ not keep the money 
- and to his eight surviving 
children. 

It is not dear whether Mr 
Harris intends to brave what 
would undoubtedlybe a public 
outcry by selling thefilm rights 
or the 132 poKoe tapeswhfch are 
Rosemary West's property 
under inheritance laws. 

However, according to state- 
ments he has made regarding 
his duty to make as much mon- 
ey from the estate as possible, 
he may feel obliged, to do so. 


One of the prime assets of the 
estate has been assumed to be 
West's autobiography, but pub- 
lishers who were offered the 
chance to publish the “offi- 
cial" biography yesterday threw 
doubt on its value. 

The promise of exclusive 
access to the 200-page memoir 
was a key selling point in the 
controversial deal brokered by 
Mr Harris, lor which Hodder 
Headline agreed to pay a “six 
figure sum” - possibly about 
£250,000 - two weeks ago. 

But a publisher who turned 
down the chance to buy . the. 
biography,™ be. written by the 
former Times journalist Geof- 
frey WanseD, said: “One wasn’t 
going to be allowed to see. any 


of the material which Fred 
West had written, but I under- 
stood it to be very illiterate.” 

She said she asked the liter- 
ary agency whether the manu- 
script dealt specifically with the 
alleged killings, and was told 
that it did noL but it “described 
the women he had known in his 
life - his mother, sisters and his 
first wife.” 

She had turned down the op- 
porttmfy to bid also because she 
felt “uncomfortable” about the 
whole project Her first reaction 
had been, she said: “Why on 
earth is tite Official Solicitor try- 
ing to make a great deal of 
money out of this?" 

Peter Grose, of the publish- 
ers Peter Qrose Ltd, also ex- 


pressed the opinion that I Was 
Loved By An Angel was unlike- 
ly to fliuminate Bed West’s life. 

The publisher who is bring- 
ing out his own first-person 
book about the case, written by 
Stephen and Mae West, two of 
Fred’s children, said: “I am as- 
tonished that the autobiography 
is being put forward as a valu- 
able literary document The 
letters by Fred West I have read 
are rambling and incoherent 
You practically need an inter- 
preter to understand them." 
The Gloucester builder had 
a very poor grasp of spelling, 
punctuation and grammar, 
he added. 

Another publisher who was 
vQffpred the. chance fo. bid said: 


Tt was obviously gain£ to be the 
official biography. I just didn't 
want to get involved." 

Brian Masters, the author of 
a biography about the Idler 
Dennis Nflsen, and who is now 
working on a book about the 
psychology of Fred West, said 
he felt unable to comment on 
tbe deal. 

But Virginia Hill, who is also 
writing a wok for fhcDaify Star, 
said that if she had known the 
Official Solicitor was seeking an 1 
author T’d have applied my- , 
self”. She added: “Jolly good j 
luck to Geoffrey Yfonsell. I 
don't suppose they amid have j 
advertiseainlheGua7riifln-tbe 
response would have been i 
absolutely overwhelming.” 
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A quiet man is at 
the centre of the 
Fred West row, 
writes Louise Jury 

Ever since medieval times, 
there has been someone in the 
English justice system to look 
after the interests of children, 
the mentally ill, prisoners and 
others who cannot defend their 
legal rights. 

The Lord Chancellor’s De- 
partment points to this history 
to explain the role of the Offi- 
cial Solicitor today. 

Fully titled the Official So- 
licit or to tbe Supreme Court, he 
is appointed by the Lord Chan- 
cellor but acts independently of 
him. He is answerable to judges, 
not the Government, in pro- 
viding the professional services 
of a solicitor to people who can- 
not represent themselves. 

Peter Harris took up the 
post .two years ago. He had been 
the Circuit Administrator- the 
senior law official equivalent to 
a government under-secretary 
- m the northern circuit for the 
previous seven years, before 
beating off open competition for 
his new job. 

The decision to arrange an 
official Fred West biographer is 
said by some who know him to 
be a rare foray into the Kmeljgbt 
“My reaction was one of sur- 
prise,” said one. “I would not 
have associated him with doing 
anything rash, probably not 



Peter Harris: Steady route 
to the top of profession 

even anything daring. If he 
had, he would certainly have 
thought about it long and hard” 
A small, dapper man, 58- 
year-old Peter Harris was edu- 
cated at Cirencester Grammar 
School before training at the 
Royal Naval College m Dart- 
mouth. He left tbe Royal Navy 
in 1972 at tbe rank of Lieu- 
tenant Commander to embark 
on a new career in the law. 1 
After two years as a practis- 
ing barrister, he joined the I 
Lord Chancellor's Department, 
where he worked his way up 
through a variety of adminis- 
trative and legal posts. 

When David Venables retired 
in 1993, Mr Harris was the 
first Official Solicitor to have to 
fight external competition for 
a post previously filled from 
within government legal ranks. 
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Linford by Linford 

anonymous caller told the 
^efltopers that my son had Jw 
‘^ec^afotherattheage wF 
of 16. 1 was annoyed, I wanted 
to know why Memo had not 
taken precautions. It wasn’t as 
if I hadn’t talked to him about 
iL Ours has never been a father f - ..... -jWj 
and son. relationship in die true j gak 

sense because I was notlivirig 
with Merric as he grew-i©.;.^ 

But I had tried to beeonS? ‘Y- 

friends with him. S ■ 


.v 


where the remains of five young 
women were found earlier this 
year. The site of each grave was 
marked by white tape with a 
Dame printed on a card. 

Brian Leveson QC, prose- 
cuting, Sacha Wass, junior de- 
fence counsel for Mrs West, and 
Detective Superintendent John 
Bennett, who led the murder in- 
quiry, also went round the 
house. Mr Justice Mantel] went 
to Cromwell Street but did not 
go in with the jury. 

Earlier this week the judge 
granted leave for Mrs West to 
be excused from going to the 
house. Richard Ferguson QC . 
defending, had told the court: 
“It was for many years tbe fam- 
ily borne and it would be unduly | 
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Goran was 
one of the 
first people in 
the former 
Yugoslavia to 
experience 
the nightmare 
of racial 
hatred. 

He never lived 
to tell the tale. 
Or did he? 

Somehow you can cell jusr by looking ar Goran rbar 
he was unlikely ro be a desperado. He worked as an 
agricultural engineer in the small town of Vukovar, 
which before the conflicr had a multi-ethnic population. 

In November 1991. the town was overrun by Serb 
paramilitaries. Goran and his mother hid with other 
terrified townsfolk in a large cellar. 

But rhe paramilitaries dragged rhem our and took 
them ro a clearing centre’ where people of different 
religions and ethnic groups were made ro srand apart. 
And where women were separated from chc men. 

This heartless “selection” was the last time Gorans 
mother Ivauka saw her son. He was taken away in 
what was rhe first mass "disappearance” of former 
Yugoslavia. 

Ivanka prays that her son is still alive and has rried 
without success ro find our whar became of him. 

Since Goran vanished into rhe smoke of war. tens 
of Thousands oE other people in Former Yugoslavia 
have simply “disappeared”, leaving their Families wirh 
an agony of hope and despair that can never die. 

This is why Amnesty International works in 
Bosnia and other countries wirh families of chose who 
have "disappeared ”. Please help. 

You can do it by joining Amnesty International or 
by sending us a donation today. 

Today is Thursday 19 October. 
How many more days, 
how many more deaths, 
before you join us? 
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Equal rights: Ministers forced to comply with European directive after pensioner’s two-year legal struggle 

Men to get free prescriptions at 60 


STEPHEN WARD 

Legal Affairs Correspondent 

The Government bowed to a 
European Court equal rights 
ruling yesterday by giving free, 
prescriptions to men at 60 - the 
same age as for women - at a 
cost of £40m a year. 

Ministers had the choice of 
raising women’s age of entitle- 
ment to 65, but decided not to 
risk the electoral unpopularity. 

Gerry Malone, the Health 
Minister, told the Commons he 
was complying completely with 
yesterday’s ruling: there would 
be a further £10m to pay claims 
retrospectively over the last 
three months. Men can apply 
for their free prescriptions ana 
refunds from today. 

According to (he Equal Op- 
portunities Commission, the 
state retirement age is now 
academic for many people; half 
of men are not in full employ- 
ment when they reach 65. 

The judgment upholds a 
1979 European directive on 
sex equality and fuelled Tory 
Euro-sceptics' fury over what 
they see as unnecessary inter- 
ference in Britain's right to set 
its own laws. 

Tony Marlow. MP for 
Northampton North, called the 
decision an outrage: “I am not 
aware that a decision was ever 
made by the British people 
that a decision on who should 
or should not gel free pre- 
scriptions should be made by a 
bunch of foreign judges." 

Yesterday's ruling was a per- 
sonal victory for Cyril Richard- 



Winning smile: Cyril Richardson after hearing yesterday’s European Court Judgment in his case to have free prescriptions given to men at 60 

The directive gave states dis- 


son. 66, a former college lec- 
turer from Whlsall, who took the 
Government to court. 

Mr Richardson said he was 
angry that he had to wait five 
years longer than bis wife. 
Evyleen, for free prescriptions. 


“It seemed to me a terrible in- 
justice and I am delighted that 
it bas been put right.'’ he said. 

Mr Richardson, who suffers 
from asthma, spends £50 a year 
on prescriptions, which cur- 
rently cost £5.25 each. 


The Government had al- 
ready made provision to 
equalise the retirement age at 
65 for both men and women be- 
tween 2010 and 2020, and the 
prescription age will go up at the 
same time. 


cretion to delay equal state 
pensions, but the EU court 
ruled yesterday that the equal 
provision of pr escr ip tions could 
not be similarly exempted, be- 
cause it was not “inextricably 


linked" to the pension age. 
Since the directive came into 
force 10 years ago, men have 
had to pay the prescription 
charge nntu they are 65. 

The Government had con- 
tested Mr Richardson’s case 


Photograph: Edward Sykes 


from the start, arguing that the 
British prescription charges sys- 
tem was not covered by the Eu- 
ropean directive. 

It never disputed that the 
national roles amounted to sex 
discrimination. 


Briton 
‘killed and 
then went 
to dinner’ 


SIEVE VINES 

Singapore 

A Briton accused of ^urdcr^ 

a tourist and chopping up ^ 

body spent the evening after the 
Hiiing dining on filet steak and 
a glass of wine, Singapoa s 
HighCourt heard yesterday. 

The following day John Mar- 
tin Scripps, 35, fe tohave 
bought a ticket for a by 

the Singapore Symphony Or- 
chestra. It is also claimed that 
he went on a shopping spree, 
buying a video recorder and 
soiesportsw-ear. All the pur- 
chases were made with the 
credit card of Gerard George 
Lowe, 32, a South African. 

Mr Scripps, who is also 
known as John Martin, admits 
frilling Mr Lowe, but says he did 
so unintentionally following 
what he thought to be a homo- 
sexual assault. He also claims 
chat he went on a drinldng and 
drug binge while a “British 
friend" disposed of die body. 

However, the prosecutor. 
Jennifer Marie, yesterday pre- 
sented a bill that placed Mr 
Scripps in the hotel coffee shop 
on the night of the killing. He 
denied that the signature, in the 
namn of one of his aliases, was 
his. But a handwriting expert 
testified that it was. The pros- 
ecution also showed the court 
a copy of a concert programme 

found in his baggage at the time 

of his arrest. 

The trial continues today. 


A MAN HAS SEX 
WITH A 10 YEAR OLD 
PROSTITUTE. 
WHO DO YOU THINK 
SHOULD PAY FOR IT? 


Every year hundreds of children, some as young as 10, are cautioned 
or charged and, in some cases, convicted of prostitution. 

On October 18th, we published a report asking why the victims are 
being punished. 

Is justice being perverted? Find out for yourself. 

For more information, or to register your support ring us now on 
0345 585 326 (local rates). 
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Air pollution is 

‘not the cause of 


uz HUNT 

Hearth Editor 

Air pollution is not the cause of 
the epidemic of asthma in 
adults and children, scientists 

said yesterday, and they warned 

that infections and allergens are 
more potent triggers of he dis- 
ease. 

A two-year independent in- 
quiry has concluded that al- 
though air pollution may 
provoke acute asthma attarW or 
aggravate existing chronic dis- 
ease, the effect is “generally 
small and ... appears to be rel- 
atively unimportant* compared 
with other factors such as virus- 
es, cigarette smoke, diet and 
house dust-mite droppings. 

Professor Stephen HoJgate. 
chairman of the Committee cm 
the Medical Effects of Air, 
which compiled the report, said 
that the strongest risk state for 
asthma was allergy and this 
was rising across, the devel- 
oped world. 

“The real concern to the 
public is the rising trend in asth- 
ma,” he said. “The important 
questions are what is driving the 
increase in allergies and why do 
they manifest themselves as 
airway disease ... Outdoor air 
pollution seems not to be a par- 
ticularly important cause [of 
asthma].” 

The committee decided that 


an outbreak of asthma in July 
1994, following a period of hot 
weather and thunderstorms, 
was not related to an increase 
in air pollution. Professor Ross 
Anderson, a member of the 
anmnittee,saicL 

“Every epidemic so far has 
been associated -with 'greater 
concentration of aDeigens in the 
air. These allergens include bi- 
ological pollutants such as 
pollen and fongal spores which 
were not considered by the 
committee/ which focused in- 
stead on ghwmicai pollutants,” 
he said. 

The inquiry team did find 
that pollution due to car' and 
lorty emissions may pose an in- 
creased risk. Professor Ander- 


pearto have a slightly increased 
risk." 

Asthma has increased by an 
estimated 50 per cent in the last 
30 years, and three million 
people — one' million of them 
children -are sufferers. Tbe dis- 
ease has also increased in sever- 
ity and the number of deaths 
from as thma has almost dou- 
bled since the 1970s to around 
2,000 a year. Around 200,000 
people are disabled by severe 
asthma. 

Although asthma is regard- 
ed as a disease of urbanisation, 
the committee found “little or 


no" association between the 
regional distribution of asthma 
' and that of air pollution. A re- 
cent study from the Isle of 
Skye, where air pollution is be- 
lieved to be minimal, showed as 
high a prevalence of asthma as 
anywhere else in the UK. 

Professor Holgale said that 
other factors associated with 
urban living, such as cramping 
of houses and poor ventilation, 
and lifestyle charges, parfiailarfy 
smoking in pregnancy, diet of the 
pregnant mother and diet in ear- 
ly life were mare significant 

Dr Kenneth Caiman, the 
chief medical officer, said that 
air pollution remained an im- 
portant problem because it 
made some asthmatics worse. 
Government research commit- 
ment to asthma was ‘intense’*, 
he said. 

The National Asthma Cam- 
paign (NAC), said the report 
highlighted tbe need for more 
research into the causes of 
as thma. Melinda Letts, chief ex- 
ecutive of NAC, said: “Vfe hope 
the Government will continue 
to take seriously the impact of 
traffic pollution can have on 
some asthma patients." 

The Friends of the Earth 
said the report confirmed the 
health effects of air pollution, 
and urged the Government to 
promote alternatives to cars 
and lorries. 



Poisonous legacy; Beckton gasworks, in east London, waiting for a £L5m clean-up, including removal of toxic oxide Photograph: Brian Harris 

Blackspot warnings go on the Internet 


DANNY PENMAN and 
NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Friends of the Earth has placed 
a register of Britain’s most pol- 
luting factories, gasworks, 
chemical plants mid refineries 
an the Internet 

The database covers 1,000 
sites in England and Whies and 
is taken framthe Government's 
pollution inspectorate's chem- 
ical releases inventory, first 
published last year. 

Disused gasworks, such as the 
site at Beckton, east London, 


used in the film Full Metal 
Jacket , feature heavily, with 
more than 1,000 scattered 
around the country. Virtually aD 
wifi be contaminated with sub- 
stances used in the manufacture 
and purification of “town-gas" 
including various forms of 
cyanide, tone heavy metals and 
phenolic compounds, some of 
which may be carcinogenic. 

The sites became contami- 
nated mainly through the pu- 
rification plants which cleaned 
die gas. One of the worst con- 
taminants is “Blue Billy", or 


spent oxide. This material, of- 
ten dumped on site, absorbed 
most of the noxious components 
in the gas. 

Beckton is one of the most 
contaminated sites. Part of it has 
been redeveloped as a housing 
estate while the remainder is sldl 
owned by British Gas. 

Debbie Ibmlin, who lives on 
part of the redeveloped site, says 
she, her husband and two chil- 
dren all suffered from illnesses 
and sltin rashes caused by con- 
tamination. “We’ve had soil 
tests done in our awn garden 


and at other places around the 
site. The bits that were conta- 
minated they removed and they 
removed tbe soil from eight gar- 
dens," she said. 

British Gas has made stren- 
uous efforts to decontaminate 
the worst sites and reclaim the 
rest for housing and industry but 
they have been left frequently 
with a highly toxic legacy. They 
have done comprehensive sur- 
veys on most former gas works 
sites but refuse to reveal the re- 
sults and claim ir is commer- 
cially confidential information. 


FoE hopes the new database 
will help force British Gas and 
oLher companies to reveal what 
they know about their land. 

But Boh Bell, of SGS Envi- 
ronment, which advises local au- 
thorities and industry on 
decontaminating old gasworks, 
said he sympathised with British 
Gas' s desire to keep information 
secret. “Morally its right to dis- 
close the information Nit it s just 
going to scare people. You 
need experts that have the nec- 
essary perspective to deal with 
the information," he said. 
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IMPORTANT SAFETY NOTICE 


BED GUARDS 

- Page 375 Current Argos Catalogue 
- . (Page60J Superstore Catalogue) 

PRODUCT RECALL 

Following our recent advice to parents stating that bed 
guards are not suitable -for use with babies 
and/or small children, in the interest of safety and to 
avoid any possibility of customer concern, we have 
decided to recall all bed guards previously sold by Argos. 







Introducing a fax that 
doesn’t say ‘beep’ to your 
most important customer. 


If you have purchased a bed guard from Argos, 
please return it to your nearest store for a full refund. 


You know the situation. You're sitting there waiting 
for that all important call. Suddenly the phone goes. It 
rings twice Then, horror of horrors, you realise that 
someone has left it switched to 'fax'. 

If your customer hasn't already hung 
up, he's going to be a little frustrated to say Mm / 

A UX fax machine from Sharp 
has automatic fax/phone changeover, which instantly 
determines between a voice and a fax call, then adjusts 
accordingly. 

Even if you're not around, the UX can be hooked up 
to your answer machine. So you can receive messages, 
phone calls and faxes all on one line. 


The UX saves you time as well. A 15-page multi-sheet 
feeder means you can place your paper in the tray, press a 
^ button then press on with your business elsewhere. 

And don't worry if you don't have a brilliant 
memory. The UX fax has. It can save up to 1 5 of 
your most used numbers in the automatic dialler. 
So there y° u have it. The Sharp UX fax. 
We suggest you buy one soon, before your important 
customers start saying 'beep' to you. Call free on 
0800 262958 quoting ref X1A2 to find out more. 
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Parents devastated 
as Siamese twins 
die of bowel disease 


JOJO MOTES 

Chioe and Nicole Astbury, the 
Siamese twins who were born 
joined from the chest to the 
navel, yesterday lost their fight 
for life, just days after doctors 
discussed the possibility of their 
going home. 

The girls, who were bom at 
St Mary's Hospital in Man- 
chester, died within five minutes 
of each other early yesterday 
after succumbing to bowel 
disease. 

They had survived a life-sav- 
ing operation to separate a 
shared bowel after their birth on 
14 September. But the health of 
both the twins had deteriorat- 
ed rapidly since the beginning 
of the week, when Chioe con- 
tracted the bowel disease, 
known as neo-natal necrotising 
enterocolitis (NEC), which 


spread to other vital organs. 
Alan Dickson, the consultant 
who had been treating them, 
said at a press conference yes- 
terday: “The effects of the dis- 
ease spread to both children. 
They had been going dow nhill 
on Monday and Tuesday. They 
were deteriorating as we were 
supporting them and doing 
what we could." 

Mr Dickson added that the 
twins were put on life-support 
systems on Tuesday night, but 
they died “of their own accord” 
Nicole died before Chioe at 
about 1:40am. “To come 
through what they came 
through in the first 11 days of 
life and then to be hit with this 
out of the blue was extremely 
bad luck,” he said. 

Their parents Melanie and 
Brian Astbury, who also have a 
three-year-old son, had been 


contacted at 12.45am and asked 
to come to the hospital. There 
the couple — who week said 

they had “no regrets’ about hav- 
ing the twins- were told that the 
girls would not live. Such was 
their shock and distress, Mr 
I^ckson said, that they were un- 
able to go in and say goodbye 
to their daughters. 

“Melanie and Brian were 
full of hope and this turn of 
events was totally unexpected 
for them both,” said Andrea 
McWatt, the couple’s solicitor. 
“As you can imagine they are 
both devastated.” 

Until they contracted the 
bowel disease, doctors said the 
twins’ progress had been “re- 
markable". Last week doctors 
had discussed with their parents 
the possibility of the twins be- 
ing discharged from hospital. 

News Analysis, page 19 


Claudia’s explosive entry lifts Chanel show 



Show stopper: A huge globe opens to reveal Claudia SchtfTer yesterday in Paris Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


TAMS1N BLANCHARD 
Paris 

Security was stepped “P ^ 
terday morning at the Clan? 
show for Karl Lagerfelds 
spring/summer V6 collection 
at the purpose-built ertwajjj 
theatre under the Carrousel 

du Louvre. Paris, after nunouis 

of a bomb threat. 

The celebrity count has been 
low this season because of the 
security checks and general 
tension in the city, following the 
recent wave of bombings- 

Yfcientino, who has dressed 
Emma Thompson, Jamie Lee 
Curtis and Sharon Stone pre- 
sented his collection after Yves 
Saint Laurent on Wednesday 
with not even Joan CoUii» seal- 
ed on the front row. Madonna 
turned up for Helmut Langand 
John Galliano, neither of whom 
showed at the obvious tenonst 
target of the central Pans Car- 
rousel du Louvres. 

Chanel was rumoured to be 
a target because it is thebest 
known fashion house in Paris. 
But the only hint of an explo- 
sion came when the huge globe 
at the end of the catwalk spot 
in two to reveal Claudia Schif- 
fer in a cloud of dry ice. 


Magnet 


AUTUMN 


Sale 



OFF 


SELECTED KITCHEN CABINETS 



Now beautiful kitchens are even more mouthwatering 


In the Magnet Autumn Sale 
you can feast your eyes on some 
mouthwatering kitchen cabinets - 
most deliciously reduced in price. 
Some by up to 60% and available 
with competitive finance. 



DISHWASHER* 

FREE 


1599 

WHEN1DU SPEND £7.000* OR MORE 

FREE WORKTOPS* 


WHEN YOU SPEND £31001* OR MORE 


OVEN/HOB 
HOOD PACK* 

ONLY 


WHEN YOU SPEND £1500* OR MORE 



Add to this quality installa- 
tion and some tasteful special 
offers on appliances and you 
have all the ingredients for your 
ideal kitchen. 


th/OaO/ht 


For your nearest showroom or a free catalogue - call now 0800 555 825 

OPENINC TIMES: Normal opening times am MondaySaturtay 8.00-5 00. Selected branches open until 8.00 on Thursday and 10.00-4.0 0 on Sunday. Chede eadi branch for derails ^ 


Formal grammar classes 
‘can help boys catch up’ 


FRAN ABRAMS . 

Education Correspondent 

English teachers should con- 
centrate more heavily on formal 
treirhing such as g rammar and 

spelling to help boys who lag 
behind their female classmates, 
according to die Government’s 
leading curriculum adviser. 

Dr Nick "fete, chief executive 
of the School Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority, told a 
conference in London yesterday 
that a new task force on the 
problem would consider 
whether different teaching 
methods might help boys to 
catch up. He said they might be 
encouraged by wider recogni- 
tion of non-academic achieve- 
ments such as comm unity work. 

In July, Dr "fate caused con- 
troversy when he condemned 
“watered down multi-oultural- 
ism” and said children should 
learn a strong sense of their 


British identity. Yesterday, he 
said: “For as long as many of us 
can remember it has been wide- 
ly accepted that there was a 
problem about girls’ under- 
achievement. What is needed 
now is an acceptance that we 
face a similar challenge with 
boys, and especially with boys' 
attainment in English." 

Dr late told a conference of 
the Basic Skills Agency, which 
aims to raise standards of lit- 
eracy and numeracy, that a 
national rise in GCSE scores 
masked a growing gap between 
the performances or boys and 
girls. While just 12 per cent of 
girls now failed to gain a pass 
grade in En glish, the figure for 
boys was 17 per cent. 

Put alongside figures for 
school exclusions, where boys 
outnumbered girls by four to 
one, and for entrance to special 
schools, where girls were only 
a small minority, the results 


were evidence of a serious 
problem, he said 

A recent study by the Roe- 
haxnpton Institute had found 
that only 9 per cent of boys in 
infant class es would rather read 
a good book than play a apm- 
puter gam e or watch television, 
compared with 30 per cent of 
girls. Between the ages of sev- 
en and 11, more than half the 
girls questioned would choose 
a book compared with fewer 
than one in five boys. 

Dr Tkte said that an adviso- 
ry group set up to tackle the 
issue mil meet for the first 
time next week. It will look at 
the view that boys responded 
best to lessons which had a dear 
structure while girls liked em- 
pathetic, open-ended lessons. 
Ibacheis might be encouraged 
to employ a variety of methods 
designed to encourage both 
sexes, including the formal 
study of language, he added 


Tube line hit by 4-month closure 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

Commuters on London Un- 
dergrounds Northern Line - 
dubbed the “misery fine” - face 
disruption for four months 
when a key part of the fine is 
dosed next summer. 

The southbound section 
through the City between Cam- 
den Town in north London and 
Kennington in south London 


will be dosed from July 1996 be- 
cause of concern that the build- 
ing works associated with the 
£I.9bn Jubilee Line extension 
at London Bridge could cause 
flooding. London Underground 
hopes that part of the line, be- 
tween Camden and Moorgate, 
will reopen at some point dur- 
ing those fom. months. 

Northbound trains will con- 
tinue to run but wiD be subject 
to disruption and will probably 


not stop at London Bridge. 
News of the closure has not 
been officially announced by 
London Underground but last 
night a spokeswoman con- 
firmed that it would take place. 

This is the second blow to 
commuters on the Northern 
Line after last week’s dosure, 
for eight months, of the King’s 
Cross Northern Line platforms 
because of the refurbishment of 
a faulty escalator. 
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Short takes 
on transport 

as Meacher 
is sidelined 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 
and JOHN RENTOUL 

Tbny Blair took his revenge on 

Labour trarfitirmafais yesterday, 
propelling the Shadow Cabinet 
newcomer Glare Short into the 
transport portfolio and side- 
lining her predecessor Michael 
Meacher after the backlash 
against new Labour in Wednes- 
day's elections. 

In what could be a protract- 
ed reshuffle, the Labour leader 
also set about a dear-cut of front 
bench middle and lower ranks. 
Nine had reportedly been 
sacked or resigned last night in 
advance of an announcement on 
the junior posts today. 

And another wave of “new 7 ’ 
Labour appointments is ex- 
pected over the weekend. Five 
of the 1992 intake currently 
serving as whips - Peter Man- 
delson, Barbara Roche, Estelle 
Morris, Geoff Hoon and 
Stephen Byers - wSl be pro- 
moted to junior shadow minis- 
terial jobs. 

Formerly in the vanguard of 
the “soft” teft, Ms Short, the MP 
for Bi rmingham Ladywood, 
played a prominent role in the 
dumping of the left-winger Liz 
Davies as parliamentary candi- 
date for Leeds North East Mr 
Blair has rewarded her hand- 
somely with the transport port- 
folio. She will handle the 
delicate task of defining what 
Labour means by its pledge to 
take the railways back into pub- 
lic ownership. Mr Meacher, 
her predecessor, was judged to 
have taken his definition too far. 

Appearing in brackets under 
David Bhinkett in the shadow 
cabinet list released last night, 
Mr Meacher will be shadow em- 
ployment, secretary while Mr 
Blunkett will take the lead role 
of shadow Secretary of State for 
Education and Employment 

The slap in the face will be 


The Shadow Cabinet: A guide to key players 


compounded by Mr Blair’s ex- 
pected decision to giye' re- 
sponsibility. for preparations 
for the minim um wage to a ju- 
nior shadow minister under Mr 
Meacher, Ian McCartney. Mr 
Meacher, who was said to have 
turned down an alternative of- 
fer of shadow QianceDor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster, will be left 
with responsibility for unem- 
ployment figures, training and 
health and safety. 

WWnesday’s Shadow Cabinet 
elections saw Jack Cnnmng- 
ham, former shadow Secretary 
of State for Trade and Industry, 
knocked off and Tbm Clarke, a 
spokesman on disabled peo- 
ple’s rights; who lost his place 
last year, reinstated against the 
i odds. There were also increased 
votes for Mr Meacher, Joan 
Lestor and Ann Tkyfar* while 
shadow Welsh Secretary Ron 
Davies rocketed from twelfth to 
fourth place. But none have se- 
cured promotion and Mr Blair 
has responded to the rebuff to 
Mr Cunningham by giving him 
the national heritage portfolio. 
Mr Cunningham. Derek Foster, 
formerly chief whip and now 
shadow Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster, and 
Andrew Smith, shadow Chief 
Secretary to the Treasury, wifl be 
invited to attend Shadow Cab- 
inet meetings on a regular 
basis. 

Other high-level changes 
were confirmed yesterday. Mar- 
garet Beckett, who topped the 
poll, will take over trade and in- 
dustry, while Harriet Hannan, 
the former employment shad- 
ow, will take over the health 
portfolio from Mrs Beckett 
Orris Smith, formerly national 
heritage, takes over the key so- 
cial security portfolio from 
Donald Dewax, who becomes 
chief whip, 

Tfess&Jowell becomes spokes- 
person on women. 




r 



Margaret Beckett 
Trade and industry 
‘Party hack and proud of 
it", a minister who became 
a fierce Bennite but was re- 
habilitated by John Smith, 
who preferred her as his 
deputy when he became 
party leader. 

New Labour rating 0 


Robin Cook 

Foreign affairs 
Brilliant debater with cut- 
ting sarcasm, but long at 
or near the top of annual 
poll. Took over foreign brief 
last year, despite banter- 
ing after shadow chancel- 
lorship. 

New Labour rating 2 


Gordon Brown 

Economic affairs 
Has the most influence wtth 
Tony Blair and now be- 
strides economic policy- 
making machinery like a 
colossus. Skills as politi- 
cal strategist increasingly 
appreciated in the party. 
New Labour rating 3 


Ron Davies 
Wales 

Shockingly good perfor- 
mance in Shadow Cabinet 
poR for one written off as 
irredeemable traditionalist 
Impressed with move to 
squash rises In allowances 
for Welsh councillors. 

New Labour rating 1 


Donald Dewar 

Chief Whip 

Ultra-sharp mind, trained 
with John Smith at Glasgow 
law school, needed to 
manage passage of con- 
stitutional reform in gov- 
ernment, including a 
Scottish parliament. 

New Labour rating 2 



Mo Mowlam 

Northern Ireland 
Blair supporter who man- 
aged his leadership cam- 
paign, and who cemented 
shift in Labour's stance on 
Northern Ireland away from 
the logically-challenged 
“unity by consent". 

New Labour rating 3 


Chris Smith - 
Social security 
“Soft left" moderniser who 
played an important role in 
providing substance for 
Blair’s Wilsonian techno- 
babble. Now has to give 
substance to key theme of 
"responsibility" in welfare. 
New Labour rating 3 


Frank Dobson 

Environment 

Workhorse of TV studios, 
and Westminster tea- 
rooms. No moderniser, al- 
though a robust pragmatist, 
he waged a well-timed 
summer campaign against 
leaky water companies. 
New Labour rating 0 


David Clark 
Defiance 

Wholly unobtrusive politician 
who has put defisnce issue 
to sleep for Labour - to 
such an extent that, when 
conference voted to keep 
Trident younger members 
thought it uninteresting. 
New Labour rating 0 


Ann Taylor 

Shadow Leader of House 
Traditionalist of the old 
right who produced an ed- 
ucation policy last year 
which failed to upset the 
National Union of Teachers 
and thus annoyed the new 
leader. 

New Labour rating 0 


David Blunkett 
Education aid employment 
Christian sociafet closest to 
Blair's “social moralism", 
who has succeeded in of- 
fending NUT activists; has 
fudged opt-out schools 
and excoriated Hattersley 
in Brighton. 

New Labour rating 2 


Gavin Strang 
Agriculture 

He was a surprise new face 
in last year’s Shadow Cab- 
inet, but is still widely un- 
kncwn outside WestminstEr 
despite various photo-calls 
in defence of the doorstep 
pinta. 

New Labour rating 0 



Jack Straw 
Home affairs 

Student leftie who rose 
through Barbara Castle's of- 
fice to become a centre- 
right moderniser. Expected 
to be an effective minister, 
with an imaginative grasp 
of the detail, although lacks 
presentational brio. 

New Labour rating 3 


Joan Lestor 
Overseas development 
Old-time Tribunite sustafoed 
in shadcw cabinet by ancient 
loyalties and vtfat some Bfear 
supporters call 'assisted- 
p laces scheme', adopting 
right-wingers' abusfe aimed 
at compulsory votes for four 
women. Another ex-minister. 
New Labour rating 0 


Michael Meacher 

Deputy to Mr Blunkett, re- 
sponsible for employment 
Once Tony Benn's ‘emis- 
say on earth”, the last tkne 
he held employment brief 
he was scorned by Kir nock 
as "weak as water" and re- 
placed with a rising 
favourite called Tony Blair. 
New Labour rating 0 


Clare Short 
Transport 

Stands out from the care- 
ful men in suits as a politi- 
cian of blaring sincerity but 
also shows astute judge- 
ment Once suspicious of 
Blair, but has recently im- 
pressed him, particularly 
with Brighton speech. 
New Labour rating 1 


George Robertson 
Scotland 

European spokesman who 
managed a divided Labour 
Party through Maastricht de- 
bates with such skill that 
government was seriously 
disrupted. Rationalised the 
party's commitment to a 
Scottish parliament 
New Labour rating 2 


Harriet Harman 
Health 

Uitra- moderniser, a friend 
of Blair’s wife before he was 
an MR Victim of Labour 
MPs’ suspicion of the 
"beautiful people” when 
voted off shadow cabinet 
in 1993. Will newer be loved 
by grey “Old” Labour. 

New Labour rating 3 


Tbm Clarke 
Disabled people's rights 
Former spokesman on 
Scottish affairs, not con- 
sidered a success. Embar- 
rassed Labour in the 
MonWands by-election. De- 
votes his life to canvassing 
for shadow cabinet elec- 
tions among colleagues. 
New Labour rating 0 
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Downpour. 


Pour down. 




BRITAIN'S BEST SELLING PREMIUM HAND PULLED ALE SINCE 1777. 






news 


Secret trade: MPs raise questions about transfusion service practices as commercial exploitation of volunteers is denied 


Turks profit 
from British 
blood donors 


LOUISE JURY 
London 

and HUGH POPE 

Istanbul 

Products made from freely do- 
nated blood in Britain are on 
sale abroad at huge profits. 

A Turkish price list seen by 
the independent provides the 
first evidence that money is be- 
ing made out of blood provid- 
ed by British volunteers, despite 
denials by the National Blood 
Authority (NBA), which runs 
the service. 

The authority has claimed re- 
peatedly that there is no com- 
mercial exploitation. Its blood 
products are sold overseas only 
occasionally, when there are sur- 
pluses, and to recover costs. 

But the Turkish price list 
shows that the consumer price 
of the British-made Factor VHL 
a clotting agent used for treat- 
ing haemophiliacs, is four limes 
the UK price, in a business op- 
eration which donors have not 
been consulted on. 

At least part of the difference 
is understood to go to the 
Turkish government, which im- 
poses a 10 per cent import tax, 
and in profits for the business- 
men responsible for importing, 
storing and transporting the 
products. 

Osman Karaomeroglu of 
Sodhan Medical Instruments 
Manufacturing and Trading 
Company, the licensed distrib- 
utor for the British products in 
Hufcey, said it was the common 
practice for the government to 
multiply the price of a foreign 
imported medicine two or three 
times. 

A quantity (500 internation- 
al units) produced by Bio Prod- 
ucts Laboratory (BPL), the 
laboratory of the National 
Blood Authority, is available for 
£399 (31,522,748 Turkish lira) 


compared to the UK price 
of around £90. Similar mark-ups 
appear on albumin, a by- 
product which is used to treat 
bums. Turkish government 
records show Factor vm was 
exported by BPL at twice the 
price paid by at least some 
British hospitals. 

Both donors and doctors rat- 
pressed anger and concern yes- 
terday. Donor Steve Goddard, 
26, an Oxford University lec- 
turer, said: “I would not be hap- 
py about the possibility of any 
private company making a prof- 



Nick Brown: ‘ft has no 
place in a public service' 

it, or of a government, partic- 
ularly one with a human rights 
record like Turkey, taking a 
large whack. And 1 t hink it 
would put people off donating 
blood.” Some donors have al- 
ready withdrawn in protest 

Dr Paul Giangrande, a con- 
sultant haematologisi who 
treats haemophiliacs, said: “If 
there is material left over, it 
comes from volunteer donors 
and it should be given, not 
sold. 

“Most people don't realise 


that even here, blood is being 
traded as a commodity inter- 
nally within the NHS market. I 
have to buy blood products.” 

A spokeswoman for the Na- 
tional Blood Authority and Bio 
Produtfs Laboratory said details 
of which blood products were 
sold abroad were “commer- 
cially confidential". The au- 
thority would not explain why 
blood products were apparent- 
ly exported to Turkey at twice 
the UK price. 

But although she insisted 
the NBA made no profit itself, 
she admitted the authority did 
not have control over what 
profits were made overseas. 

“If you are a distributor, you 
have to make your living.” 

In the Commons, Nick 
Biown, Labour's health spokes- 
man, said: “This may well be 
standard behaviour, standard 
practice, for a private, profit- 
driven firm in a competitive 
marketplace, but surely it has no 
place in an ethically-based pub- 
lic service whose overriding 
purpose is to meet the needs of 
patients?" 

Gerry Malone, Minister of 
State for Health, said: “Price- 
setting outside the UK has 
nothing to do with the NBA and 
is not within the control of the 
Government” 

But Alex Carlile, the Liber- 
al Democrat health spokesman, 
said: “I do not understand why 
the National Blood Authority _ 
cannot establish in its contracts 
of sale enforceable conditions 
to ensure that does not happen. 

“It is quite normal for in- 
ternational contracts to contain 
restrictive conditions on what 
should happen to the product 
that is sold. It happens regularly 
with regard to defence materi- 
al and I do not see why it 
should not happen in relation 
to blood.” 



Taking it lying down: Donors have been dismayed to learn that their blood may have been used for export 


Photograph: Andy Hall 


Anger at deliberate use of ‘surplus’ 


The Nuffield Council of Bio- 
ethics, which examines ethical 
questions In biological research, 
came out this year against com- 
mercial dealings in human 
blood. “What is freely given by 
donors should not be used to 
make a profit," it concluded. 

Although subsidising UK 
supplies by selling surplus blood 
and blood products was not 
ruled out, it did not address the 
question of what happens to 
those surpluses when sold. 

For the donors, that is the 
heart of the matter. Pauline 
Swan, 44, from Oxford, said: “I 
don’t think that any donor in 
this country would be giving up 
their time to make profits for 
somebody else abroad." 

Until recently, most donors 
did not know they were. They 
are still not routinely asked 
whether they might object Mrs 


Louise Juiy reports on a moral and economic dilemma 


Swan said she had only recent- 
ly discovered where her blood 
went. “I've always assumed it’s 
gone for use in this country." 

But in the House of Com- 
mons last December, the Gov- 
ernment admitted that sales 
had been taking place since be- 
fore 1986 to recover costs. 

As concern grew at this rev- 
elation, the National Blood 
Authority repeatedly stated: 
“Our charges are set at the lev- 
el required to recover our costs. 
No profit is involved.” 

But the implications of the 
commercial sales operation 
were not explained to donors 
and many have been angered to 
discover an overseas mark-up. 

Mrs Swan, a medical per- 
sonnel worker, said she be- 
lieved the assumption from 


donors was that surpluses would 
go to health professionals, not 
businessmen. 

And Dr Paul Giangrande, a 
consultant haematologisi, said 
the National Blood Authority 
was disingenuous in arguing 
that the alternative to sales 
was destroying blood. Any ex- 
cess should be given free to 
countries who needed it, not 
those who could pay, he said. 

TWo- thirds of the world's 
180,00(1 haemophiliacs receive 
no treatment and many of 
BPEs rival pharmaceutical com- 
panies donate supplies to de- 
veloping nations through the 
World Federation of 
Haemophiliacs. 

Sue Kilroe, 33, a founder of 
the Merseyside and North 
Wiles Patients and Donors As- 


sociation, added: “It's just totally 
unacceptable the way they are 
about iL" 


Blood service insiders claim 
that as sales began around a 
decade ago, surpluses could 
not have occurred by chance 
and co mm ercial gain must have 
been in mind when the blood 
was collected, even if only to sat- 
isfy the Department of Health's 
demands that the service is 
self- financing. 

One service worker said: “In 
these circumstances, there was 
a duty to give prior warning to 
donors that by-products of their 
blood might be sold." 

An NBA spokesman ex- 
plained whole blood was very 
rarely used, but parts - red cells, 
platelets and plasma products 
- were used as appropriate. 


High demand in England and 
Wiles for red blood cells has left 
plasma unused. If this was not 
sold, the NBA could not balance 
its books, as required by the De- 
partment of Health. But it did 
not believe people in Turkey 
would pay the full list price. 

Turkey has to import blood 
products as it does not make 
them itself and regulations gov- 
erning pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts like Factor VIII mean they 
have to go through a licensed 
distributor, the spokesman said. 

Asked why these arrange- 
ments had not been explained 
to donors, he asked: “Is there 
really a necessity to?" 

Tessa Jewell, a Labour health 
spokeswoman, said: “1 don't 
think there's necessarily any 
reason to assume that donors 
would object, but they ought to 
be told ” 


ISSUED BY THE HEALTH DEPARTMENTS 


NHS PRESCRIPTION CHARGES 

TO ALL MEN AGED 60 AND OVER: 

From 20 October 1995 you can get NHS prescription items free. 

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS: 

At part B of the prescription form tick Box D and cross out *65’ and write in c 60’. 
You or your representative then sign and date the form before handing 

it to your pharmacist or doctor. 

If you are a man who has recently paid for a prescription and were aged 60 to 64 
at the time, you may be able to claim your money back. If you would like to be sent a claim 
form complete and return the coupon below. Generally, you will only be able to get your 
money back on prescriptions paid for in the three months before the coupon is received by 
the Prescription Claims Processing Unit. If you delay you may lose money. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT IT MAY TAKE SOME TIME TO PROCESS YOUR REQUEST. SO PLEASE BE PATIENT 

n ■rould like a Iwm to daim a refund of prescription charaa. I 


1 


would like a form to claim a refund of prescription charges. 
(PLEASE PRINT) 

I paid charges on (please give dates) 

Full Name 


National Insurance Number . 


Address 


Signed 


Postcode 
Date 


| Send the completed coupon to: Prescription Claims Processing Unit, PO Box 305, FREEPOST NT 3158, Newcastle Upon Tyne NE99 2RR | 
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Computer 
chips theft 
costing UK 


JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

TTieft of computer memory 
chips has readied “epidemic 
proportions" and is “escalating 
out of control” with the trade 
in stolen parts now worth 
£200m a year, the police anrf 
electronics manufacturers re- 
vealed yesterday. 

Criminals are targeting man- 
ufacturers, wholesalers, and 
companies — inchiding a break- 
in at Scotland Yard offices - to 


aworid shortage, are now more 
valuable by weight than gokL 

Insurers estimate thar the to- 
tal cost of replacing the chips, 
carrying out repairs and re- 
placing ah the lost information 
stored in the stolen memory 
banks is more than £lbn a year. 

The police and the private 
sector joined togeffier yesterday 
in launching a new camp aign ro 
tackle the escalating problem. 

Memory chips, also known as 
RAM (random access memory), 
are essential for computers to 
operate. They can be sold to 
small businesses looking for a 
cheap way . to upgrade their 
systems, or to second-hand 
dealers. The police also have 
anecdotal evidence that some of 
the chips are being sold in the 
Far East and eastern Europe, 
where they are recycled and fit- 
ted into new models. 

The computer thieves prise 
open the computers and remove 
the chips, which are stored on 
plastic boards or “SIMM 
boards”. On a large model the 
chips cost about £700 and are 
worth about half that second - 
hand. 

At present most manufac- 
turers do not individually tag 
chips so they are virtually 
un traceable. 

Inquiries made by the Na- 
tional Criminal Intelligence Ser- 
vice during the past year found 
that in some areas of Britain 
thefis of clips had shot up: lit the 


Midlands they have risen by 74 
per cent on list year. 

In just two operations earli- 
er this year in Lxmdon 70 peo- 
ple were arrested and £1.5m of 
stolen computer components 
were recovered. 

hi one recent incident crim- 
inals broke., into the Metropol- 
itan Police's proper^ services 
division inTmtagelHouse, cen- 
tral London, where Scotland 
Yard's complaints bureau is 
based, and stole chips from 
computers. IBM. the 


worth of memory chips stolen 
in one raid last year at a supper 
in the west of Scotland. 

John Almonds, director of se- 
curity at BX which las suffered 
a series of break-ins, said the 
problem was first identified 
last summer and reached “epi- 
demic proportions” at the be- 
ing of this year. “This has 
continued unabated,” he said. 

Commander Tbm WflHam- 
son, of the Metropolitan P M ic e, 
said: “The chips are worth 
mare, weight for weight, than in- 
dustrial diamonds or gold. 
Criminals have realised that 
computer chips are easy to 
steal, have a value much high- 
er than other stolen goods and 
cannot be easily traced. These 
three components make com- 
puter chip theft a very attractive 
proposition to c riminals ” 

Among the crime initiatives 
being introduced and tested by 
manufacturers and the police 
are special computers that au- 
tomatically shut down if . the 
chips axe tampered with along 
with better alarm systems, bar- 
coding or tagging each chip 
board, and spraying the com- 
puters with special water that 
has a unique coding that can be 
identified on c riminals in a 
similar way to DNA. However, 
the police said that until 
computer users insisted an bet- 
ter security measures the mano- 
fictuxers would continue largely 
to ignore the problem. 


Angry skaters 
plan legal right 
over park ban 


JOHN McKIE 

Britain's main skating organi- 
sation is considering legal action 
against the ban on park skating 
- known more often as roller- 
blading- in all but two of Lon- 
don's royal parks. 

The witish Inline Skating As- 
sociation (Bisa) is furious that 
the Royal Parks Agency has 
banned skating in four paiks in 
London - Regent’s Park, St 
James’s Park, Green Park and 
Greenwich Park - and restrict- 
ed its practice in the two re- 
maining royal parks, Hyde Park 
and Kensington Gardens. 

The Royal I^rfcs Agency look 
action last Wednesday after a 
coroner's inquest into the acci- 
dental death of Mark Welch, a 
26-year-old cyclist, who collid- 
ed with a skater in June. 

On 5 October the coroner. Dr 
Paul Knapman, criticised foe 
Royal Parks’ “spineless acqui- 
escence to minority groups”. By 
last weekend, notices were up 
on the four parks banning the 
sport. It has an estimated 
500,000 devotees in Britain and 
is the fastest-growing sport in 
the UK. 

Bisa’s spokeswoman, Davina 
Wcir-Wmats, said yesterday: 
“We have been taking legal 


advice. Lawyers have told us the 
RPA has to go to the Secretary 
of State and the ban isn’t en- 
forceable for sis months. They 
can’t enforce it and should they 
arrest someone there’s no by- 
law for that person to be pros- 
ecuted. We are trying to get 
them to change their minds and 
accommodate rights for sensi- 
ble skaters.” 

Bisa is angry that the RJBVhas 
rushed through the ban and grit- 
ted surfaces m Hyde Park and 
Kensington Gardens. Skaters 
have been organising a petition 
of 1,000 sgnamres aiming to re- 
verse the decision. The major- 
ity of signatures are from 
professionals over 40. They 
plan to continue skating but roy- 
al park authorities have warned 
that persistent offenders face 
arrest. 

Tbm Corby, a Royal Parks 
Agency spokesman, said it was 
acting within its legal rights. 
“Our role is to manage the 
parks for the benefit of aD park 
users. We have not changed the 
regulations of the park [which 
would require permission from 
the Secretary of State]. We 
have just introduced new 
arrangements for loDerbladeis. 
As I understand it, we have the 
power to do that.” 


DAILY POEM 

Miss Zhou Drops a Bombshell 

By Sarah Lawson 

I “You may not believe this,” she says, 

Challenging me to imagine - 
Pausing to let me prepare myself - 
“But 

Not everyone ... 

In China 
Has 

A television set.” 

The bathos leaves me speechless 
But she reads it 
As shock at deprivation. 

Sarah Lawson was bom in Indianapolis in 1943 and has lived 
in London since 1969. In 1991 she went to teach at Suzhou 
University in Jiangsu Province in China, from which a cycle 
of poems. Dawn Where the Willow Is Wishing Her Hair, Qas 
poem among them, emerged. Her poetry haS_ appeared m 


Natural talent 
of a Briton 
earns reward 




This stunning picture of a blue 
iceberg in Antarctica, left, has 
clinched the British Gas 
Wildlife Photographer of the 
Year award for Cherry Alexan- 
der. Mrs Alexander, from Stur- 
minster Newton, Dorset, is the 
first British woman to win the 


by BBC Wildlife Magazine and 
the Natural History Museum. 
Mrs Alexander, pictured above, 
who collected the award yes- 
terday, said: “Blue icebergs are 
thought to consist of ancient 
compressed ice that absorbs ail 
the tight except blue, and they 
are very rare.” 
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ologies. The collection is published by Hearing Eye (Box L 
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seal fate of Claes 


In the balance: Willy Claes, whose future as Nato Secretary-General rested last night with the Belgian parliament 


SARAH HELM 

Brussels 

The future of Willy Claes, the 
Nato Secretary-General, looked 
bleak last night as the Belgian 
parliament met to debate 
whether he should stand trial on 
charges of fraud and coiTuption- 

Despite his attempt to win 
the parliament round with a per- 
sonal address, all early indica- 
tions suggested that the vote 
would go against Mr Qaes, 
which would almost certainly 
bring about his resignation, 
possibly as early as today. 

The race for the succession 
has already narrowed down to 
two finalists: Uffe EUemann- 
Jensen, the former Danish for- 
eign minis ter, and Ruud 
Lubbers, the former Dutch 
Prime Minister. Britain has no 
partkailarprrference,acro 
to diplomatic sources in Lon- 
don, but views neither candidate 
as particularly outstanding. 
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As the dramatic parliamen- 
tary hearing got under way, 
ambassadors at Nato head- 
quarters were boldingicey meet- 
ings with Russia in the absence 
of their Secretary-General, 
whom they were able to watch 

on television arriving at the Bel- 
gian parliame nt, flanked by his 
lawyers. Some of the alliance 
leaders were trying hard to 
play down the. dear embar- 
rassment, suggesting that there 
was stQl sotoehppe that the par- 
liament would not send Mr. 
Qaes for trial, and he could con- 
tinue in bis Nato job. 

However, whatever support- 
ive sentiments were being ex- 
pressed in Washington, 
London, Paris or Bonn, it was 
clear last night that Mr Claes’s 
fete rested solely in the bands 
of the Belgian parliament, 
where the vote was likely to be 
influenced as much by party pol- 
itics and personal point-scoring 
as by impartial assessment of the 
evidence. 

Before the 150-member low- 
er house was the recommen- 
dation of the parliamentary 
commission, which examined 
the evidence against Mr Claes 
and called on the full parliament 
to lift his immunity from pros- 
ecution, a privilege bestowed on 
all Belgian ministers and for- 


mer ministers. Mr Claes stands 
accused of knowing about mon- 
ey paid to the Flemish Social- 
ly Party in 1988, when he was 
economics minister, by Agusta, 
the Italian defence contractor. 

The prosecution evidence 
against Mr Qaes is apparently 
not overwhelming, but repeat- 
ed inconsistencies in his testi- 
mony are likely to be enough to 

bring him to triaL 

Only the Flemish Socialists, 
who are part of Belgium's coali- 
tion government, were last night 
expected to vote in favour of Mr 
Claes, but this minority support 
would be nothing like enough 
to save him. Even some younger 
Socialists were thought likely to 
vote against their former min- 
ister, on the grounds that it is 
time to clean up the image of 
the parly. Mr Qaes has recently 
ruined any hope of winning 
votes from Christian Democ- 
rats, the second party in the gov- 
ernment, following a row with 
the party in his local area of 
Limburg. 

Commentators said last night 
that Jean-Luc Dehaene. the 
Prime Minister, and leader of 
the Christian Democrats, would 
want to lance the “Agusta bofl” 
from the Belgian political scene 
by encouraging his party to 
vote to send Mr Qaes for trial. 


The minority far-right parties ui 
Belgium were also certain to 
vote against Mr Claes, as were 

the Flemish and French-speak- 
ing Liberals. 

As MPS gathered for the se- 
cret debate, their mood was also 
influenced by opinion polls, 
published yesterday in the Bel- 
gian press, which shewed that 
SSfi out of 10 Belgians thought 
Mr Claes should resign from 
Nato. Most thought the amor 
was damaging Belgium's image 

abroad. . , 

Mr Claes's resignation would 
trigger swift consultations 
among the alliance about his 
successor. Foreign ministers 
meeting in New York for the 
50th anniversary of the United 
Nations will probably take the 
decision this weekend. 

According to Nato sources, 
only Mr Ellemann-Jensen and 
Mr Lubbers are considered 
serious contenders. 

The post carries a high de- 
gree of administrative work but 
only limited political clout, and 
is not sought after by high-fly- 
ing politicians from big Euro- 
pean countries. Under Nato 
rules the United States always 
Lakes the job of Nato military 
commander, while the Euro- 
. peans occupy the bureaucratic 
hot-seat. 
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international 

Balkan turmoil: Croats pledge not to launch assault on East Slavonia after US warning □ New hope for besieged Muslim town 

Tudiman reins in attack 


'k.. • 
<■- S' 


Face of suffering: An old woman stands In a doorway in Gorazde. After four years 
under Serb siege, the inhabitants hope a route will be reopenedfo Sarajevo 




a road to freedom 


“'Welcome to free Gorazde,” the 
official said - although it’s more 
a state of mind than a fair de- 
scription of the last government- 
held enclave in eastern Bosnia 
- the kind of place to which 
Sarajevans send food parcels, 
and where a good time means 
banging out fay the bridge in the 
watery autumn sunshine. 

For the first time since the 
war dosed in on Gorazde in the 
spring of 1992, a crack has 

opened in the Serb armour p mma rtalv rpnnrte 

around the enclave, with the tl ™ na rep °[F? 

planned opening to civilian OIT-the COUfSgB Of the 
traffic of the main road to-Sara- last Muslim town left 

in eastern eosn^a 

kcepere andaid workers have 

made cautiousforays past $ow- potatoes and honey, from vfl- 
ering Serb check-points; yes- 1 ages in the enclave. They sup- 
terday’s convoy included the plement- the meagre aid 
US ambassador to Bosnia, John distributed by. fixe UN despite 
Menzies. constant Serb attempts to block 

Swanns of children tear convoys. That is why children 
across the fields at the edge of scamper about in cut-off boots, 
town, just beyond the last Serb and why residents have been un- 
barrier, tailing for sweets and able to repair the war damage, 
giggling at the spectacle. Their The Serbs banned shelter 

eldersare less demanding but materials, shoes, clothing and 
friendly, smiling until they weep candles from aid convoys- They 
for the past. Under the cease- also cut water, gas, electricity 
fire brokered by the US envoy, supplies and telephone lines. 
Richard- Holbrooke, the rest- But everywhere there are signs 
dents of Gorazde should be free of the resilience that kept the 
lo travel (under UN escort) to enclave alive during the worst 
Sarajevo. No one we met is days. Under the wide modern 
ready to risk that journey, but bridge that spans the river, 
everyone hopes it will improve finking two halves of the city, 
life in the enclave. hangs a plank bridge: pedestri- 

In the small covered market, arts risk ranging their heads on 
prices are falling in anticipation the metal struts of the main 
of new goods, with traders try- structure, but are shielded 
ing to shift the second-hand from snipers in the hills above, 
boots and jeans, the half-emp- The river below streams 

iv bottle of shampoo, the 500g through improvised water 
bag of salt that costs 30 German wheels that generate the only 
Marls, a third of the price a electricity in mealy. Each pro- 
month ago. “Everything is . vides enough power to run a ra- 
cheaper because we hope every* dio for a few hours and perhaps 
thin g will be better with this a light bulb. City sounds are 
road," said one lean stall-hold- much reduced; no cars, en- 
er. “Wc hope there will be gines. music, culture, no enter- 
peace, so we can go lo Saraje- taimneot, but what the locals 
vo — for Gorazde that will be provide: The young wander 
at least a half-peace.'* around (now that the cease-fire 

Most goods. are home-grown: has rendered the streets safe), 
tobacco, apples, onions, leeks, read books and have babies. 






"Wfe want to be part of the so- 
lution and we want to be part 
of cmfisation,” Rijad Rascic, the 
local leader, told Mr Menzies. 

Bor a time it seemed that 
Gorazde's contribution to the 
peace plan would be to sur- 
render, following a suggestion 
that the government trade it to 
the Serbs for territory else- 
where. But that plan appears to 
have been squashed — at least 
according to the people there 
— and with the opening of the 
road it would be hard for the 

you know, how, many wwple 
have given the^fiyes-tor this 
town, apadherw many more are 
ready 46 'dd 1, it?* Mr Rascic 
asked. “Is it posable? No.” 
Outride the battered hospi- 
tal, where shells landed even as 
doctors struggled to tend the 
wounded and dying without 
equipment and medicine, a 
rocket that landed in the 
grounds has been left as a mon- 
ument to the city's suffering. 

“jn the first fire or six months 
of war people died because 
they bad no food. Many people 
have lost between 20 and SGkg,” 
Dr Husein Praso said. “And 
there are many psychological 
problems. It was enough that 


in the dark, that for four years 
they have not seen their fami- 
lies. 1 have a son and wife in 
Sarajevo, but Sarajevo is now so 
far; as far away as Australia.” 

. Many' of the 57,000 who live 
in Gorazde are refugees. Most 
were forced to abandon their 
homes when the Serbs swept 
through Boca, Visegrad, Ro- 
galka and Gajnice. 

“This is die first cigarette I*ve 
had fbrfoor years*” said Has- 
fca Salman, 85, gazing at the 
cardboard box of goodies sent 
fay her son, who lives in Saraje- 
vo. “Just tefl them that 1 want 
to come to them,” she said, a 
few tears quickly brushed away. 
*T had everything before the 
war, and it's hard, because here 
I have nothing.” 


Court orders EU to open up 


SARAH HELM 

Brussels 

The campaign for more open- 
ness in European decision- 
making won a victory in the 
European Court of Justice yes- 
terday when judges ruled that 
the Guardian newspaper was 
wrongly denied access to im- 
portant minutes. 

The Guardian had accused 
Lhe Council of Ministers of 
abusing the EU’s freedom-of- 
infonnation policy' by refusing 
to release documents which 
might reveal disagreements be- 
tween member states. 


John Carvel, a correspondent 
for the paper, complained he 
had applied for minutes of 
meetings of justice and farm 
ministers, but the Council had 
refused to hand them over. 

Yesterday, the Luxembourg 
court ruled that the decision 
should be annulled. Freedom of 
infor mation campaigners wel- 
comed the judgment, saying it 
ought to put pressure on the 
Council of Ministers, the most 
powerful and secretive of the 
EU’s uistitu lions, to follow 
principles in force in most EU 
member states. 

The ruling was welcomed in 


the European Parliament, 
which accused the Council of 
fairing decisions behind dosed 
doors without allowing the par- 
liament enhance to scrutinise 
the reasons. Pauline Green, 
leader of the Socialist group, 
said she would demanding that 
the Council make a statement 
on the ruling before the Euro- 
pean Parliament next week: 
“It's the only law-making body 
in the whole of the democratic 
works that is proceeding like 
that.” Denmark and the 
Netherlands, which have criti- 
cised the secrecy of EU derision 
making, welcomed the ruling. 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

Croatia wfll not attack Eastern 
Slavonia, the last Serb-held 
area of the country, wide peace 
talks are in progress. President 
Ranjo Tudjman assured the 
US peace envoy Richard Hol- 
brooke yesterday. 

President Tudjman’s assur- 
ance followed warnings from 
President BCD. Clinton that any 
action by Zagreb to recapture 
Eastern Slavonia could derail 
US-brokered peace talks on 
Bosnia, due to take place at 
Wright- Patterson- air base, 
Ohio, at the end of the month. 


Recently, Mr Tudjman has 
made statements simil ar to 
those he made before the cap- 
ture of Krajina, and there have 
been suggestions Croatia may 
try to retake the area before the 
UN mandate in Croatia ex- 
pires on 30 November. 

But Mr Holbrooke said he 
had seen no evidence Croatia 
was planning to attack Eastern 
Slavonia, following its victories 
in Krajina in Au gust. “I am as- 
sured 90,000 Croatian troops 
have been demobilised and 
there's been some shifting 
around of units,” he said. “1 do 
not view that as military activi- 
ty directed at Eastern Slavonia." 


Meanwhile, the mystery of 
the two French airmen shot 
down over Bosnian Serb terri- 
tory cm 30 August during Nato 
air strikes deepened after the 
Bosnian Serb leader, Radovan 
Karadzic, said they had been ab- 
ducted from hospital by “per- 
sons unknown”, an allegation 
dismissed as “grotesque” fay 
the French Foreign Minister. 
Herv£ de Charette. 

Photographs of the two air- 
men, who bailed out when their 
fighter-bomber was shot down 
near the Bosnia Serb head- 
quarters, We, later appeared in 
Paris-Maich. The French au- 
thorities said they were very 


worried about the fete of the air- 
men and the prognosis was 
“not looking good”. 

Assuming Captain Frederic 
Chiffot and Lieutenant Jose 
Souvignetstuvived their capture 
- and the photographic evi- 
dence suggests they did - the 
Bosnian Serbs would have lit- 
tle to gain by killing them. 

French sources fear they 
could be pawns in a power 
game between Serbia’s Presi- 
dent, Slobodan Milosevic, and 
Mr Karadzic, who claimed the 
pilots might have been kid- 
napped by a rebel Serb group 
or by Muslims. “The longer time 
goes by the more worrying this 


affair becomes,” a French offi- 
cial said yesterday. “They could 
be dead and Karadzic could be 
belatedly trying to cover it up." 

In Sarajevo it was confirmed 
that two Bosnian Serb journal, 
ists detained by government 
forces last month are dead. The 
Bosnian Serb news agency 
reported on Vfaincsday that the 
two Serb journalists had been 
killed in prison. 

■ Washington — President 
Clinton said that be was confi- 
dent Congress would ultimate- 
ly back bis plan Lo send up to 
20,000 US troops lo help im- 
plement a peace agreement in 
Bosnia, Reuter reports. 
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Embattled Chirac 
calls off visit to US 


MARYDEJEVSKY 

Paris 

Reinforcing the impression of 
crisis and uncertainty at the top 
of the French administration, 
President Jacques Chirac has 
called off an official visit to the 
United States, planned for ear- 
ly November, citing “conve- 
nience and time". The visit is to 
be rescheduled for February. 

The President’s trip to the 
UN General Assembly in New 
York next week, including his 
controversial meeting with his 
Algerian counterpart, Liaminc 
Zcrouaj, will go ahead. But 
the postponement of his Cist 
suite visit to Washington sends 
disturbing signals. No national 
leader, even a determined 
Gaullist like Mr Chirac, cancels 
an engagement with the the 
world's only superpower with- 
out some consideration of the 
diplomatic cosl 

News of the postponement. 


announced fust in Washington 
but requested by Paris, came 
hours after an opinion poll had 
shown the ratings of the Prime 
Minister, Alain Juppe, reaching 
a pew low. In a telling detail, 
French commentators did not 
stress that Mr Juppd’s popu- 
larity had fallen to 29 per cent, 
but said that it had almost 
reached the depths plumbed by 
Edith Cresson, the Socialist 
prime minister whose brief 
tenure at the Matignon made 
her a byword for political dis- 
aster. Mrs Cresson, now an 
EU Commissioner, had an ap- 
proval rating of 28 per cent im- 
mediately before her dismissal 
Mr Chirac’s poll rating stands 
at around 35 per cent. The de- 
cline in his popularity and that 
of the Prime Minister are with- 
out precedent for a new French 
administration. And while few 
now suggest that Mr Juppe’s job 
is in danger — a 
legal fudge let him off the hook 


over his subsidised fens flat — 
the polls add another piece to 
a picture which looks ever more 
gloomy for the five-month-old 
Chirac/Jiipp6 leadership. 

Abro ad! French diplomacy is 
suffering from die resumption 
of nuefear testing last month 
and will continue to suffer un- 
til the series has been com- 
pleted. Mr Chir ac’s decision to 
meet die Algerian leader in 
New York, whether or not it 

provoked the latest Paris bomb 

attack, has caused controversy 
in France and Algeria, In the 
words of one French commen- 
tator “Politics is a matter of 
symbols; Mr Chirac has been 
unfortunate in the case of 
nuclear policy; clumsy in the 
case of Algeria." 

At home, each successive 
political ruction causes the val- 
ue of the franc to judder. There 
is undisguised scorn for Mr 
Jnppg’s escape from legal in- 
vestigation and despair over 


the authorities' failure to halt 
the bombings. The Interior 
Minister, Jean-Louis Debnfi, 
has come in for special flak from 
the public^ the police and, be- 
hind die scenes, from the judi- 
ciary, for ineffectiveness, 
naivety and indiscretion. Even 
the wisdom of imposing the 
national-security alert, which 
has put troops on the streets, is 
being questioned. 

If this were not enough, the 
it has in the last two 


a usually supine National As- 
sembly to its budget proposals 

opposition which has come 

more from within the GaulHst- 
led coalition than from the left- 
wing opposition. By yesterday 
evening, MPs had forced an ex- 
tra 4bn francs (£500m) in pub- 
lic-spending cuts, restored some 
of the tax advantages of life-in- 
surance poBdes and caused a re- 
think on housing and old-age 
benefit payments. 



Out of this world: Workers label food for astronauts In Mosco w yeste rday ^ R ussia's tt 

struggles to survive a cashflow crisis which threatens closure within a year Photograph: Alexander Natn^knVReuter 



You need to eat a variety of foods to get all the iron you need each day. 

If you’re a normal healthy person, a lean, grilled rump steak (170g) will supply you with 
half your daily requirement. 1 To get the same amount from raw spinach, you’d have 
to eat 680g of it. That’s because your body absorbs at least twice as much iron from 
red meat than from an equivalent weight of spinach. Red meat also helps you 
absorb more iron from other foods, including spinach!'* 1 " 

So, unless you have a very big appetite for spinach, what better excuse do you 
need to enjoy a tender, juicy steak? . 


Italy in crisis 
as minister 
refuses to quit 


ANDREW GUMBEL 

Rome 

Italy’s Justice Minister, Filippo 
Mancuso, whose attacks on anti- 
corruption magistrates have 
alienated public opinion, 

fi^^debatetij 1 ^^^ point 

yesterday when be refused to 
resign, despite losing a confi- 
dence vote in the Senate. 

The 74-year-okl career jurist 
caused turmoil in the upper 
house by inveighing against 
President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro 
and the Prime Minster, Lam- 
bexto Dini, accusing them of 
conspiring to protect the 
magistrates at all costs. 

His speech split the political 
spectrum in two, with the con- 
servative coalition of the former 
prime minister, Silvio Berlus- 
coni, cheering him on and the 
centre-fefftjutraged about what 
they saw as smears, 

The vote against Mr Man- 
cuso was carried by 173 votes 
to three, but left the country 
in an impasse, as the constitu- 
tion inal^ it virtiially impossi- 
ble to remove ministers. Either 
the government most nowresign 
or President Scalfaro will have 
to remove Mr Mancuso from 
office. Either course could pre- 
cipitate early elections. 

The Mancuso affair has 
forced Italians to decide 
whether the anti-corruption 
drive that toppled the olid po- 
litical order m Italy was an at- 
tempt to dean up public life, or 
a kind of coup, which flouted 
every rule in the judicial rule- 
book, to serve specific political 
interests. 

The debate has beerilfcaip- 
ened by Mr Berlusconi’s own 
experience. Accused of bribing 
tax inspectors investigating his 
Fininvest business empire, he 
has been ordered to stand 
trial next January - a trial he 
describes as a witch-bunt to 
prevent him from returning to 


the prime minis ter’s office he 
occupied last year. 

Mr Mancuso has his own rea- 
sons for despising the judicia- 
ry. He believes the “Geau 
Hands” anti-corruption team in 
Milan have extracted confes- 
sions under duress and have 
leaked key documents to the 
press, abusing the confiden- 
tiality of their office. 

Yesterday he claimed Presi- 
dent Scalfaro had pressured 
him into halting inspections 
into the work of the Milan 
magistrates. Mr Mancuso also 
accused Mr Dim ofbad faith by 
first going along with his poli- 
cies and then withdrawing sup^ 
porL Mr Dini did not attend the 
confidence debate, but said be 
would not respond to such 
“provocations”. 

He accused Mr Mancuso of 
failing to respect the collegial- 
•ity of the g over nm ent MrMsm- 
cuso’s main failing it his 
approach. Instead of trying to 
reform the system, he has tried 
to punish individual magistrates 
-unsuccessfully, as his inspec- 
tion teams keep absolving them 
of wrong-doing. And, instead of 
working with the government, 
he has denounced Mr Dini as 
“servile”. Now he has been dis- 
credited but he still refuses to 
resign. He has become a one- 
man embarrassment to Italian 
democracy, eloquent proof that 
the system still needs reform. 



Mancuso: Despises judiciary 


Robbers lose acquired 
immunity to justice 


Rome — Italy’s constitutional 
court has put an end to the an- 
tics of a band of Hum robbers 
wbo for the past few months 
have held up dozens of banks 
and got away with it because 
they have Aids, and are there- 
fore immune to prosecution, 
writes Andrew GtunbeL 
The court cancelled a special 
decree passed three years ago 
which ruled that terminally ill 
criminals could not be kept in 
jafl. Judges will now have to use 
discretion to decide whether or 
not to prosecute Aids patients 
for their misdeeds. 

The 1992 decree was sup- 
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hire, but ended up exposing the 
whole Italian legal system to 
ridicule wheat the Turin ganp _ 
all heroin addicts infected by 
shared needles - earned noto- 
riety over the summer. 

^ ki repeatedly enter 
in the TUrin area. 
Uneaten staff and customers 
with a knife and walk out mo- 
ments later with their pockets 

and coats stuffed with cash. The 

police got so used to catching 
them and then releasing them 
“gain that they ended up on 
nst-name terms. 

One of the gang leaders is 
now m hospital recovering from 
a lung infection, while the oth- 
er two are living at home. Th< 


lack of facilities for people in 


their position. Italy offers almra* 
no specialised medical care for 
Aids patients. 

Italy’s asylums and mental 
hospitals were closed down in 
one fell swoop in the late 1970s 
in a rushed attempt to end the 
in h u m ane conditions there, and 
nothing has taken their place. 
Social workers and magistrates 
agree that jail is not a satisfac- 
tory alternative, since conditions 
are often crude and unsani tary 

T hey have called for a rapid 

infusion of state cash to provide 

hospices for Aids sufferers. 

The constitutional court rul- 
ing was quickly denounced by 
the bandits, who said that they 
would have no chance of re- 
ceiving app ro pria te treatment if 
they were sent to jail. “You’ll 
see, plenty of people in my con- 
dition will commit suicide 
rather than go back to prison ” 
said Serafo Magnis, 29, from hfa 
hospital bed. 

“How can they think of 
putting someone like me in a 
cell with other prisoners? Here 
everyone wears gloves and a 
face mask. Will they give the 
same things to the other in- 
mates, or wiD they let them get 
infected and die?" 

The president of the consti- 
tutional court, Vincenzo 
Caiamello, acknowledged that 
the problem of inadequate 
treatment remained, but in- 
sisted it was a matter for the 
pnsoo administration. 
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Yeltsin, the Foreign Minister 
could not get on with other min- 
isters, and had failed to co-or- 
dinate his policy with the 
government 

The onfy reason he had not 
replaced him was because he 
bad not found someone else to 
do the job. “Lot him rantin g 
working,” the President said, 
“Let us not make him knuckle 
under. But my decision will 
stay." Today the two men are 
due to visit Paris, where they will 
meet President Jacques Chirac. 

If and when it happens, Mr 
Kozyrev’s departure wfll cause 
some concern in the West al- 
though little surprise. KBs 
demise has been predicted in 
Moscow almost weekly ever 
sincere got die job in 1990. But 
it isquestkraablehowmucih dif- 
ference it will make to Russian 
foreign policy, if any, no mat-, 
ter who replaces him. 

The l iberal^ inclined Mr 
Kozyrev has been derided as the 
West’s “Mr Yes” — as opposed 
to the Soviet foreign minister, 
Andrei Gromyko, the “MrNo” 
of the Cold Rfer. But recently 


— uip UJ LUC wi 

States over the possible de- 
ployment of nuclear weapons 
near the Russian border if Nato 
expands into Eastern Europe. 


US-Russian relationship on 
track; be and President Clinton 
“get on too welT to let it dete- 
riorate, he said. 

The scent of ministerial 
blood yesterday set off specu- 
lation over who might succeed 
Mr Kozyrev. Among the names 
mooted was Vla dimir Tiitrin 
bead of the State Duma’s (low- 
er house) foreign affairs com- 
mittee, who has criticised Mr 
Kozyrev for incompetence. A 
more probable candidate is 
Anatoly Adamishin, Russia 
ambassador to London. 

Mr Adamishin was sum 
moned recently to discuss the 
Balkan conflict with Mr Yeltsin 
while the President was on hol- 
iday on the Black Sea,givingiise 

to suggestions that he might be 
destined for higher office (and 
supplying more evidence that 
lVh Kozyrev was doomed). Ear- 
lier this month he wrote an ar- 
ticle in Kbmsomolskaya Pravda 
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Palestinian exiles may find refuge in Syria 

Nicosia — Mo£ofthe650Patestinians^tranded aboard the fer- 
ry Countess .Min the Mediterranean after Libya deported 
should be on their way to Syria soon, the Cypriot government 
said yesterday. But the Interior Minister, Dmos Michaelides, 
stressed Cyprus would not take in the remaining passengers, who 
do not have Syrian documents. Libya ordered 30,000 Palestini- 
ans to leave in August to stress Colonel Muammar Gaddafi’s im- 
position to accords between Israel and the Palestinians. AP 

Muslim group 'behind unrest in Libya’ 

Cairo — A previously unknown Muslim group has eiwjm p- d re- 
sponsibility jpr unrest mj^bya earlier this year and said it was 
moving itjwarfo topipTe darnel Muammar Gaddafi into the open. 
The Fighting Islamic Group in Libya said it was the duty of aD 
Libyan Muslims to topple Gaddafi and impose Islamic law. ’ Reuter 

Maoris win bluest compensation deal 

Wellington — Parfiament has approved the biggest compensa- 
tion deal yet with indigenous times who lost vast tracts of terri- 
tory to British colonisers in 1863. Only a fraction of the land wfll 
be handed bade to Maoris in the Waikato region on the North 
Island but the government will apologise for the seizure. AP 

Failed suicide 

- New Tforfc — The actress Mary 
lyier Moore (left) says in her 
new autobiography that she 
tried to help her cancer-strick- 
en brother commit. suicide by 
feeding him icecream laced 
with pam-kflling drugs. But she 
says in the book ,AperAI^ that 
her brother, John Moore, 47, 
lived three more months before 
dying in his sleep. He had 
stashed hundreds of pills in his' 
home. Reuter 





Mexicans jailed for assassination plot 

Mexico City —A judge sentenced three people to up to 18 years 
for their role in last year’s assassination of Francisco Ruiz Massieu, 
secretary-general ofMeaaco’a go vei i iiu g Institutional Revolutionary 


secretary-general of Mexico’s gov ernin g Institutional Revolutionary 
Party. Irwm Anthony Dorrego and Jose Ramirez Arauz were each 
sentence d jo 18y eaxs for the premeditated murder, while Maria 

Macedonian president leaves hospital 

Skopje — President Kiro Gligorov of .the' former Yugoslav Re- 
public of Macedonia has been released from hospital, where he 
was irealed for severe injuries after a car bombing oa 3 Octo- 
ber. He lost his right eye m the attack. No progress has been re- 
ported in the investigation 1 ©! the car-bombing, ' \ AP 

Zambia hafts investigation, into Kaunda 

i>icpitp — The Zambian government has dropped its investiga- 
tion into whether the fbrmerpresident, Kenneth Kaimda, ruled 
the country illegally as a Malawian for ax years. State radio quot- 
ed the Home Affair s Minister,' Chilahi Sanipa, as saying he had 
told police to halt their investigation. Reuter 
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Clinton holds budget 


Behind bars: A prisoner serving a life sentence looks out from his cell in the former 
death row of Pretoria's maximum-security prison. Since the abolition of capital 
punishment the block has housed violent criminals. Photograph: John Moore/AP 


Washington — President Bill 
Clinton yesterday vowed he 
would veto Congressional tax 
and health-care reform plans, 
presenting himself as the last 
line of defence against an ex- 
tremist Republican party. It is 
a strategy which has already giv- 
en him the ini da live in the 
looming showdown with Con- 
gress over the federal budget, 
and could become a winning 
formula for his 1996 re-election 
campaign. 

Technically, the moment of 
budgetary reckoning is still 
three weeks oft But after a brief 
flirtation with compromise, the 
Democratic White House and 
the Republican majority on' 
Capitol Hfll are back on colli- 
sion course, playing a game of 
financial chicken which, if nei- 
ther side yields, could shut 
down the government and even 
lead the uS into a debt default 

The battle is unfoUfing on two 
fronts: the dutch of spending 
biDs for the year 1995-96 which 
began on 1 October, and a 
mammoth overall “reconcilia- 
tion 7 ’ bQl laying out the detailed 
tax and spending cuts to meet 
the Republicans’ goal of bal- 


The President may turn the tables on his foes as 
the day of reckoning looms, writes Rupert Cornwell 

anting the budget by 2002- All for poorer 

must be on Mr Clinto n's desk Americans. . more thev beard 

ho in Movwnher. when the cur- A year ago Mr CSntXKi met * M th* 


by 13 No vember, when the air- 
rent stop-gap bill author sing 

government spending expires. 

But internal Republican dis- 
putes, the leisurely procedures 
of the Senate ana the sheer 
number of bills to be passed 
make it unlikely that deadline 
any longer can be met. In- 
creasingly the Republicans are 
bogged down in legislative de- 
tauTand yesterday Mr Clinton, 
said only three of the J3 spend- 
ing b ills had been finished. 

'But the real budget ware are 

over taxes and Medicare, the 
federal health-care scheme for 
the elderly, which the Repub- 
licans want to cat back by 
$270bn (£l68bn) over Che next 
seven years. The plan was ex- 
pected to be approved by the 
House last night, but its fate in 
the Senate is unclear. The same 
goes for the $245bn (£150bn) 
tax-cut package, which Mr Qin- 
ton says conceals a $43 bn 


Tv jS^ago Mr canton met 
CTUsSStover his health what 
aurereform plan, as Republi- 
cans scared voteis intobehev- 

ing a bureaucratic government fharagMedfcare , voters by 
SbKwer of the country’s health prefer the latter- ■ 

system was at hand, Dus time, 

^Sare exactly reversed. prea^erofchanreinl^Z^ 
By taking -the axe to nowchan^^^stel^JOj 
Medicare and Medicaid,. the is^j^bshi^est^pro^ 
separate government scheme ratings m months, ana JB a 
tatop^r.itistheRepubH- 

sooai^eiy net, all in the name era^ betrays few of iwr- 

of unheeded tax cuts for the vousness. Dismissing Mr 
rich. “There’s arightway to bal- Cfinton’s protestations as a 

SSBSUSiPS 

^ton declared. ^e^^ge^S^kCTNcwt 

And yan »*Tipngpfmtt k work- Gmgricb'saysbewmdehver tnc 

fno a gain. Any honeymoon of bills at the appointed hour. 
Snaiy voters with the Re- Mr Gmgnch also seems de- 
publicans after the parly's his- tennined to mateamgressonai 
toiksvreep ctf Congress lastyear approval needed for an m- 


. •xi .]j 

crease m the US government’s ■ J f M * 

$4 900 bn (£ 3 , 060 bn) debt oe«J- 

Sis, but the ceihng wQl 

faifto mid-November. At that „ . s , 

point, if impasse continues, toe • . f . 

US will default on some bond * - i • . 


anced budget. Speaker Newt 
Gingridhsays he wffl defiver toe 

bills at the appointed hour. 

Mr Gmgnch also seems de- 


reoempuooi, *r:o-r 

financial markets into turmoU. 

But as endgame approach*^ 
■ Mr Clinton holds the better 
cards. Fbr one thing Republi- 
cans are divided- not feast 
Messrs Gii*rfeh and Dole 
themselves, raced with a Can* 
ton veto, toe instinct of Re- 
publican moderates like Mr 
Dole would be to cut a deal. 

Mr Gingrich* though, is in- 
creasingly prisoner of the rad- 
ical young Republicans who 

entered Congress last year. He 

is ago learning the lesson of any 
would-be budget balancer. As 
the Republican landslide last 
year showed, everyone wants to 
get rid of the defies. As the wan- 
ing popularity of the Republi- 
can Congress now proves, no 
one wants to pay for it. 
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SA serial killer 
suspect caught 


MICHAEL RODDY 

Reuters 

Pretoria — South African 
police yesterday shot and ar- 
rested Moses Shhole, 31, the 
man they had named as the 
prime suspect in the serial 
killings of at least 40 women, 
some of whom were lured to 
their deaths by letters and tele- 
phone calls. 

According to police, Mr Sit- 
hole may have used his previ- 
ous job as a youth counsellor to 
ensnare women before raping 
and strangling them with their 
underwear. He was cornered in 
a slum district of Johannesburg 
on Wednesday night after de- 
tectives received a tip-off that 
he was going to see a relative. 

When he was confronted, 
police said, he attacked two un- 
dercover investigators with an 
axe. They fired two warning 
shots and then shot him first in 
the foot and in the stomach 
when he did not stop. The 
police commissioner, George 
Fivaz, said Mr Sithole was in sat- 
isfactory condition in hospital. 

"This was a person who has 
been sought for many weeks for 
the kiBings of many persons and 
up to now we can’t determine 
how he may react," Mr Fivaz 
added, defending the police. 


who were criticised for having 
shot dead a previous suspect, 
David Selepe. Last week they 
named Mr Sithole, believed 
also to be an ex-convict, as 
their prime suspect They pub- 
lished his picture, a list onus six 
known aliases and appealed to 
people not to exact mob justice 
if be was found. 

The serial killings are part of 
a crime wave rocking South 
Africa. The bodies of the black 
women victims were found near 
railway stations, in open fields 
and in mine dumps. 

The commissioner did not 
rule out links between Mr Sit- 
hole and the previous suspect, 
Selepe. “All indications are that 
he worked as a loner over the 
last couple of months ... [but] 
there are indications that he 
could be linked with David Se- 
lepe,” Mr Fivaz said. 

Mr Sithole mtqr have been the 
man who called two Johannes- 
burg newspapers daimiqg to be 
the serial kiuer. In one of the 
calls the man claimed to have 
killed up to 76 people. 

Mr Fivaz said precautions 
would be taken to ensure the 
prisoner's safety and he would 
stand trial as soon as possible. 
President Nelson Mandela had 
congratulated the detective 
team for their work, he said. 


Syria’s ally stays 
on in Beirut 


ROBERT FISK 

Beirut 

“For the benefit of a third par- 
ty," as Beirut's L ’Orient LeJour 
discreetly reported, Lebanon’s 
128-member parliament voted 
yesterday to tinker with the 
country’s constitution and give 
President Elias Hrawi another 
three years in office. 

The “third party”, of course, 
was Syria, for whom Mr Hrawi 
- whose supposedly un extend- 
able six-year term of office 
should be drawing to a dose - 
has been a loyal, indeed a 
dutiful ally. And no fewer than 
110 legislators voted to amend 
the Artide 49 of the constitu- 
tion once they learned that 
President Assad of Syria want- 
ed his faithful associate to re- 
main. So at least we now know 
who runs Lebanon. 

In the French mandate par- 
liament building on the old 
front line, the men who soy they 
believe in Lebanese democra- 
cy-all but a few -voted to give 
Mr Hrawi a one-off extension 
to his presidency in order that 
he could continue Middle East 
peace negotiations and the dir- 
ection of Lebanon’s post-civil 
war recovery. It was, to put it 
mildly, a foregone conclusion. 

Keeping Mr Hrawi in the 
presidential palace at Baabda 
means that the billionaire Rafiq 
Hariri wQ] remain as prime 
minister to oversee the $18bn 
(£llbn) reconstruction pro- 
gramme and mflinfflm the value 
of the hard-pressed Lebanese 
pound. Mr Hariri was the first 
to congratulate Mr Hrawi on bis 
extraordinary good fortune. 

But there were, as they say, 
dissenting voices. The elderly 
and unwell former prime min- 
ister, Selim el-Hoss, grimly re- 
minded parliamentarians that 
they had been able to elect pres- 
idents five times during the 
“darkest rireumstanoes" of the 
1975-90 civil war - without 
changing the constitution. 

Nassib Lahoud, a former 
Lebanese ambassador to Wash- 
ington, wbo has presidential as- 
pirations, described Mr Hrawi ’s 
three-year extension as “a blow 
to ... democracy". Mikhael 



Elias Hrawi: Term extended 

Dahcr, who wished to become 
president in 1989, demanded a 
legal challenge to “the violation 
of the constitution”, but was 
overruled by the Speaker. 

In an age when an Arab 
leader can daim more than 99 
per cent of the vote - Saddam 
Hussein airings effortlessly to 
mind - Mr Hrawfs extension 
appears as a mere trifling with 
the principles of democracy. But 
Artide 49 was drawn up to pre- 
vent the manipulation of the 
presidency, ana if it can be al- 
tered for one more three-year 
term for Mr Hrawi, wiry can it 
not be similarly amended in 
three years’ time? 

The article has been tam- 
pered with before - three times 
since 1927 -but throughout the 
civil war Lebanese politicians 
adhered to the rules - in spirit 
at least. It was this belief in toe 
legal system that enabled the 
country to reconstitute itself 
once General Michel Aoon's 
rebel government had been 
crushed by Syrian firepower 
in 1990. 

The exiled general’s sup- 
porters planned a demonstra- 
tion against the amendment 
yesterday, but the government 
banned their protest. 

lb search for the source of 
true power here, one has only 
to count the 20,000 Syrian 
troops in Lebanon, and the 
portraits of President Assad 
on walls and offices. Sister 
Lebanon and Sister Syria - as 
they call themselves in official 
speeches - are locked together 
in the sisterly embrace of a co- 
operation and friendship treaty 
that makes constitutional 
amendments a mere formality. 
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OUR DUMMIES WILL CRASH NAKED. 
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Chinese challenge: Naval exercises send tough message to US and Taiwan □ Pro-Peking body attacks Hong Kong’s rights bill 
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Patten 
defends 
rights bill 

Hong Kong (AP) — The Gov- 
ernor of Hong Kong, Chris 
Patten, yesterday urged the 
people of the colony to speak 
out against the pro-China 
amp's proposal to water down 
reedoms enshrined in Hods 
Kong's BQJ of Rights. 

The recommendation by the 
egai panel of the Prelimmaiy 
Writing Committee, a body ap- 
pointed by China to oversee the 
1997 handover, shocked Hong 
Kong. Mr Patten warned that 
any move to tamper with the Bin 
of Rights would do “immea- 
surable damage”. He added: “I 
just hope that everybody ... who 
believes in that faridamental im- 
portance of the rule of law will 
-stand up for it.” 

The legal panel said the 1991 
BiH of Rights could not override 
jtbe Basic Law, the constitution 
China has written for post- 
al 3997 Hong Kong, and that 
t -amendments bringing laws into 
[ line with the Bui of Rights 
should be repealed. 



Jiang bolsters his 
claim with show 
of military might 


Show of force: A photo of Mr Jiang reviewing naval unite, which was published in Chinese papers Photograph: AP 


TERESA POOLE 
Peking 

When China's television broad- 
casts footage of President Jiang 
Zemin, surrounded by the new 
militar y leadership and watch- 
ing naval exercises that includ- 
ed amphibious landings, the 
intended propaganda message 
is not subtle. 

Wednesday night's pictures of 
Mr Jiang, seated with his com- 
manders on the deck of a cruis- 
er, was designed to portray a 
leader who can count on the 
military’s loyalty. The footage 
of warships, beach landings and 
torpedo firings was another re- 
minder for Taiwan of the pos- 
sible consequences of moves 
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THE OMEGA FROM VAUXHALL'g 


towards independence. And 
when the Chinese media high- 
lights Mr Jiang and his recent 
naval manoeuvres only days 
before China’s President is due 
to meet President Bill Clinton 
in New York, these are signals 
for the United States. 

Firstly, Mr Jiang wants recog- 
nition as a powerful world 
leader (and is smarting over the 
US’s denial of full state honours 
for his visit). Secondly. Wash- 
ington should mind its own 
business over Taiwan, which is 
a “key issue” in Sino-US ties, the 
Foreign Ministry said yesterday. 

The relationship between Mr 
Jiang, (he People’s Liberation 
Army and China’s policy over 
Taiwan, provides the Chinese 
backdrop to next Tuesday’s 
presidential summit 

With the ailing 91-year-old 
Deng Xiaoping still clmgmg to 
life, Mr Jiang is using the time 
to bolster good relations with 
the generals, an essential con- 
sideration for anyone wanting 
to remain president, parly chic? 
and head of the armed forces. 

Last month’s personnel 
changes, including the promo- 
tion of General Zhang Wann- 
ian and the Defence Minister, 
Chi Haotian, to vice-chairmen 
of the Central Military Com- 
mission, of which Mr Jiang is 
chairman, were seen as 
strengthening the President. 

There is also the matter of 
appearances. The photograph 
(shown left) that appeared yes- 
terday on the front pages of Chi- 
nese newspaper echoed almost 
identical images of Chairman 
Mao and Mr Deng inspecting 
the troops. 

Nor was it an accident that 
Mr Jiang visited the navy for his 
high-profile military jaunt. Sea 
power is becoming increasing- 


and China's territorial claims in 
the South China Sea. “The cur- 
rent situation has placed new 
demands on budding the navy,” 
Mr Jiang was quoted as saying. 

The Thhvan challenge is one 
Mr Jiang cannot afford to mis- 
handle. In January, he staked his 
claim as the architect of China's 
Thiwan policy with an “Eight- 
Point Plan” for reunification. 

The received wisdom among 
Sinologists was that after the vis- 
it to the US in June by Taiwan's 
President, Lee Tbng-hui, the 
generals attacked the Jiang ap- 
proach as too soft, and insti- 
gated a more aggressive policy. 

Manoeuvres followed, in- 
cluding miss ile tests just north 
of Tkiwan. Virulent attacks an 
Mr Lee appeared in the Chinese 
media. More manoeuvres are 
believed to be planned for this 
year, to erode Taiwanese sup- 
port for Mr Lee ahead of next 
year’s elections. 

It seemed like a confusing 
change of tack when a US news 
magazine, after an interview 
with Mr Jiang, reported this 
week that he had raised the pos- 
sibility of talks with the 
Taiwanese President But yes- 
terday the Foreign Ministry 
“clarified” the situation. 
Mr Jiang’s comments had been 
distorted, a spokesman said. 
The President had reiterated ex- 
isting policy, which welcomes a 
meeting on condition it takes 
place under the principle of 
“One China"; Peking regards Mr 
Lee as no more than the leader 
of a rebellious province. 

The statement sounded like 
the military making sure no one 
misunderstood the real position. 
In any case, Taiwan's conditions 
for a meeting — that Bating 
recognises Thiwan as an equal 
political entity — make such 


NY extends its 
chilly welcome 
to Fidel Castro 


F idel Castro will be making 
his third visit to the United 
Nations as Cuba's leader this 
weekend, now that his US visa 
has been approved. But will he 
have a good time in New York, 
the city where he honeymooned 
in 194S? Not if Mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani can help it. “I wouldn’t 
invite him anywhere,” the May- 
or said. “What Fidel Castro has 
done to the Cuban people, in- 
cluding friends of mine, is an 
outrage of this century.” 

Mr Castro is to address the 
General Assembly on Sunday, 
but will be barred from a gala 
dinner Mr Giuliani will host, as 
well as a lunch at the Metro- 
politan Museum of Art and a 
concert 

When he visited the UN in 
1960, shortly after taking pow- 
er in Havana, Mr Castro turned 
his back on the glitter and high 
prices on nridtown Manhattan. 
After considering sleeping in a 
hammock in Central Park, he 
checked into the rundown Ho- 
tel Theresa in Harlem, when 
Nikita Khrushchev stopped by 
to see him. Barred from Presi- 
dent Dwight Eisenhower’s 
lunch for Latin American lead- 
ers, Mr Castro hosted his own 
get-together in the Theresa's 
coffee shop — for a dozen 
black hotel employees. 

A rgentina is crying again for 
xvEva Peron, this time over 
the casting of Madonna in the 
title role of Evita, the film ver- 
sion of the musical long banned . 
in Argentina. Tb President Car- 
los Menem, ft s “a total and ut- 
ter disgrace”. Archbishop 
Antonio Quarraccino of 
Buenos Aires sees it as “porno- 
graphic and blasphemous — an 
insult to Argentine women.” 
Mr Menem, a Peronist, is 
backing a local film, Evita: The 
True Stay, which begins pro- 
duction in March. Starring An- 
drea del Boca, a soap-opera 
star, it will be “a film about the 
real Evita, not like one of those 
fakes people trim know nothing 
about her fife have been mak- 
ing” he proclaimed. 

The Hollywood version, di- 
rected by Alan Parker, begins 
production in January in Bu- 
dapest. While the Andrew 
Lloyd Webber musical por- 
trayed Evita as a corrupt pop- 
ulist who slept her way to 
power, the Argentine film will 
paint her as a champion of the 
masses, the saint she is to many 
of her compatriots. 

“Evita was a pioneering fem- 
inist, not the prostitute others 
would have you believe," 


PEOPLE 


protested Victor Bo, the Ar- 
gentine film’s producer. Mr 
Lloyd Webber found her “eas- 
ily the most unpleasant char- 
acter Tve written about”. 

O n his recent US lecture 
tour, Mikhail Gorbachev 
wasn’t sleepless in Seattle but 
trouseriess in Louisville. After 
getting caught in the rain, Mr 
Gorbachev sent his trousers 
out to be pressed while he wait- 
ed in a hotel bathrobe. When 
the trousers didn’t reappear, 
and his speech was due to be- 
gin, the Secret Service was 
pressed into service to investi- 


Eva Peron: A tearful issue 

gale. Alone point, a nervous Mr 
Gorbachev asked bis inter- 
preter if he could borrow his 
trousers. “Why wear any?" he 
replied. “This is America.” 
After another 30 minutes, the 
trousers were back and Mr 
Gorbachev emerged tri- 
umphant. After the lecture, the 
peckish ex-Soviet leader want- 
ed some Kentucky Fried Chick- 
en. The policeman who fetched 
a bucket of Original Recipe for 
six declined reimbursement. 
"This w^y, I’D be able to tell my 
grandchildren that I bought 
dinner for Gorbachev,” he said. 
* 

W ho knows what be would 
have thought of Poca- 
hontas , but Benito Mussolini 
was mad about Mickey Mouse, 
reports his son Romano. Mr 
Mussolini said his lather sang 
Disney songs and thought Snow 
White ana the Seven Dwarfs 
was such a masterpiece that be 
wanted to see it again and 
again. The dictator met Walt 
Disney in 1935, his son said: “He 
took him to Villa Tbrionia [his 
residence] and they talked 
about Mickey Mouse, Minnie 
and Donald Duck.” 


MARYANN BIRD 
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obituaries / gazette 


Bill 

MacKenzie 


In gardens all over Britain now 
the last stray blooms of a yel- 
low clematis are sprawling be- 
tween the powder puffs of its 
silky seedheads. The flower is 
stiff, like lemon peel and its four 
petals curve in a gentle bell 
round prominent reddish- 
purple stamens. It is named af- 
ter Bill MacKenzie who spent 
a long lifetime in gardening, first 
in the Royal Botanic Garden, 


Edinburgh, and then as curator 
eChels 


of the Chelsea Physic Garden, 
in west London. 

MacKenzie first noticed this 
clematis, a much stronger, larg- 
er and more vigorous type than 
the ordinary species, in 1968 
while he was' visiting the Water- 
perry School of Horticulture, 
near Oxford. Another eminent 
gardener, Valeric Finnis, named 
it after him since it was his ob- 
servant eye that had first spot- 
ted it. On 7 September 1976, she 
showed the clematis at a Roy- 
al Horticultural Society Show 
where it immediately won an 
Award of Merit. 

MacKenzie, who lived the 
last 22 years of his life in Frirn- 
ley Green, Surrey, was bom in 
Scotland, where his father was 
head gardener at Baltimore, 
near Loch Fyne in Argyllshire, 
an estate belonging to Col 
John McRae Gilstrap. In bis 
day. be used to explain, “boys 
either went into fanning or gar- 
dening", and before he had fin- 
ished school, he went to live 
with his grandfather who was a 
dairy farmer. “There was little 
other choice," he told Valerie 
Finnis, who recorded a con- 
versation with him earlier this 
year. “But I had three cows to 
milk at five in the morning be- 
fore school and another three 
to do each evening when I 
came home." 

That was enough to put him 
off farming for life. Instead, he 
moved back to Baltimore where 
he was taken on as vegetable 
boy, responsible for delivering 
supplies from (he vast kitchen 


garden to the Baltimore cook. 
He evidently found favour 
there, for the family suggested 
he abandon gardening to train 
instead as their butler. 

But gardening had him firm- 
ly in its grasp, and when he was 
24 , he became a student at the 
Edinburgh Botanic Garden. 
The Twenties and Thirties were 
beady times to be gardening 
there, for George Forrest was 
bringing back seed of new 
jodendrons and primulas 


from his journeys in Yunnan, in 

China; Frank Kingdon ' 


i Ward was 
sending seed of meconopsis, 
gentians and lilies from his 
plant-hunting trips in China, 
Burma and Tibet. It was 
MacKenzie's job, as deputy 
foreman in the propagation de- 
partment, to raise all these new 
plants from the plant hunters' 
seed. Nomocharis horn China. 


omphalogranima from Sikkim 
and Upper Burma, and many 


other plants (.including the first 
plants ever seen at the botanic 
garden of the famous blue Hi- 
malayan poppy, Meconopsis 
beionitifolia) were coaxed into 
flower by MacKenzie's patient 
care. Like ail the best garden- 
ers. he was an acutely observant 
man. 

While at the botanic garden 
MacKenzie developed a great 

gentians? 3 anJbred tiuTtrautJr 
iul autumn gentian “Inverieith”, 
which is an intense Cambridge 
blue, striped on the outside 
with darker blue. In 1933, be co- 
founded the Scottish Rock Gar- 
den Gub which flourishes 
still. Last year the club pre- 
sented with him with a silver 
salver to mark the occasion of 
his becoming their honorary life 
president. 

After nearly 20 years at Ed- 
inburgh, MacKenzie accepted 



A great plainsman: MacKenzie in Ms garden at Frimtey Green, Surrey Photograph: Charles Hopkinson 


the prestigious post of curator 
at the Chelsea Physic 


’hysic Garden, 
at that stage rather a mysteri- 
ous place, not open to the gen- 
eral public, but shut away 


behind high wails in the Royal 
Hospital Road, by the River 
Thames. He stayed there until 
he was nearly 70, his retirement 
coinciding with the tercentenary 
of the garden in 1973. 

Just after the Second World 
War, when MacKenzie first 
came to London, the chairman 
of the committee who ran the 
garden for the Society of 
Apothecaries was the great 
plantsmanEA. Bowles, who gar- 
dened at Middleton House, in 
Enfield. “Bowles was a very 
wise judge of character," says the 
distinguished botanist and tax- 
onomist William Steam, who re- 


members MacKenzie’s arrival at 
the Physic Garden. “MacKenzie 
was a first-dass curator, very wefl 
trained. His sheer competence . 

is wha rfremembe r fr^abom 
him . And he was such an 
agreeable, genial person.” 
When MacKenzie came to 
the Physic Garden, it was suf- 
fering vezy much from the 
neglect of the war years. Mac- 
Kenzie described how he used 
to “roll up the duckweed, like 
rolling up a carpet". Bat despite 
this, he found time to serve on ' 
various committees for the 
Royal Horticultural Society 


and it was they who in 1961. 
awarded him the Victoria 
Medal of Honour, the highest 
accolade available to gardeners. 
You would have to dig hard to 
get him to tell you that, floras 
well as being a great ptantsman. 
Bill MacKenzie was imbued' 
with the rarest of all qualities, 
modesty. 

Anna Pnord 


William Gregor ■ MacKenzie, 
plantsman, gardener bom Bal- 
timore. Lothl^ Argyllshire 14 
June 1904; married; died Frim- 
ley Green, Surrey 16 October 


His Honour Patrick Medd ^ 
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Patrick Medd's biography of Sir 
Samuel Romiily, the Whig par- 
liamentarian, law reformer and 
spokesman for the rights and 
liberties of the people, was 
“ublished in 1968. Behind 
(edd’s intense personal mod- 
esty, the same qualities as 
Romilly’s could be seen in his 
liberalism and humanity and in 
his achievements as a writer, ad- 
vocate of reform, lawyer, judge 
and as a school governor. 

During the 1950s the Inns of 
Court Conservative and Union- 
ist Society was a vigorous source 
of reforming ideas. Medd was 
secretary. In that capacity he 
was co-author of The Rule of 
Law 11955) and of Murder 
(1956). The first of those ad- 
vocated the need for access to 
justice tty ordinary citizens in 
disputes with departments of 
state; this foreshadowed Medd's 
later career as president of 
such a tribunal. Murder pressed 
for reform of the law of homi- 
cide and for the abolition of the 
death penalty. The Giant’s 
Strength, which he wrote in 
1958, assessed and questioned 
the powers of the trade-union 
movement and its relationship 
with government. 

Medd was tarn in Abingdon, 
in Oxfordshire. He was edu- 
cated at Uppingham School 
and Selwyn College. Cam- 


bridge, following which he 
trained on the Clyde to be a 
naval architect (his uncle had 
been a partner of Sir Edwin Lu- 
tyens). The Second World War 
came and he was commissioned 
with the South Staffordshire 
Regiment and subsequently 
serwd with the East African Ar- 
tillery in Burma, reaching the 
rank of major. He fought in the 
Burma campaign, when the 
Japanese were driven back to 
the River Chindwin. 

Returning from the war he 
joined the Middle Temple, read 
for the Bar and, following pupil- 
lage with Alan Orr, became a 
member of the chambers of 
Melford Stevenson QC. There 
Medd built up a general prac- 
tice in London and on the Ox- 
ford Circuit In 1969 he was 
appointed Junior Counsel to the 
Inland Revenue, succeeding 
Mr Raymond Phillips. His opin- 
ions, provided in beautiful 
handwriting, were greatly re- 
spected, and he represented the 
Crown in many complex and im- 
portant appeals. He was al- 
ways scrupulously fair and look 
pains to ensure that unrepre- 
sented appellants were not 
unduly disadvantaged. His 
transparent honesty and. in- 
tegrity gained him the trust 
ana respect of judges, and of his 
opposing counsel. 


Medd’s judicial career start- 
ed in 1964 as Recorder of 
Abingdon. From 1967 until 
1971 he was deputy chairman of 
Shropshire Quarter Sessions. 
He then beeax^a Recorder of 
the Crown Court and was ap- 
poBfle^to< ha Wi8M Hk BaQcfa in 
1982. Throughout his time as a 
judge he was known for his 
courtesy, patience and human- 
ity. A change in the direction of 
his career came in 1986 when 
he was appointed a part-time 
special commissioner to hear In- 
land Revenue appeals. He suc- 
ceeded Lord Grantchester in 
1988 as President of the VAT 
Tribunals and, from 1990, when 
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Eddie Griffiths 


Amid a fanfare of trumpets, 
some byetection winners arrive 
in the House of Commons, 
arousing the highest expecta- 
tions - and maybe the circum- 
stances in which they arrive 
contrive to contribute to things 
going quickly wrong for them. 
Such a one was Edw Griffiths- 
In the high summer of 1968, 
the most -highly charged do- 
mestic political issue related to 
the nationalisation of th&steel. 
industry. It was the nadir of the 
Wilson Goveramenfs fortunes. 
Nothing seemed to be going 
right. And then, Dick Winter- 
bottom, master butcher by 
trade, the best and funniest 
street-comer megaphone ora- 
tor I ever heard anywhere sud- 
denly died - almost certainly 
laxity as a resuft ctf brings 
qurred to be in constant atten- 
dance in the committee room 
during the passage of the Tran ‘ 
and Steel SUL 
Out of the Welsh Bbie, the 
party produced an ajmarentty 
dream candidate .for the 
Sheffield Brightside con- 
stituency - an industrial 
chemist, reared in the steel in- 
dustry, who had become one of 
the first batch ofworker <Ereo- 
torar of the -British. Steel Cor- 
poration. Such, was the- tempo 
of the times, .that there was even 
talk of catapulting Griffiths 
into the cabinet within months, ' 
as a man who would know at 
first hand about recent experi- 
ence at the sharp ofid in heavy 
industry — all those gKt- . 
teripgr Oxford Fjrstsr 9rason 
himsetf, Crosland, Grossman, 
Heafeyj Jenkms, Mulley, and 
Stewart. The national agent, the 
UuoBorable Dame Sarah Barfe- 
-of! thought she had masqaiiat-' 
.ed a sskrmto^ - bat them 

as Tarprps nalfagfiaiii wriirifrt tArf- 

ly put if “Sarah’s swans db\ 
maire a habit of turning into. 7 
geese! "Alas this was whatwas 
to occur to Griffiths politically. 

Eddie Griffiths was bom m'. 
rural Flintshire with the blood - 
of John -Summers and Co, the 
great Shorten steel works, run- 
ning in all his veins. TluSiWajr. 
particularly relevant since Snfi>-- 
meis was arguably the best*run. 
tf paternalistic, of all British pri- 
vate steel companies, and canv 
ingforitsworiara.Giiffithst<rid 
me that be did not share the ad- 
versarial attitudes ftmndjnort- 
commonly in the steel industry 
in south Wales, Coatbridge and 
MotherwelL or ^Sheffield. He 
had been bom into the cosiest 
of all steel works. This mayhave ■ 
provided part of the reason 


shire at the 1966 general elec- 
tion, Griffiths was promoted tty 
Transport House as a candida te 
for the vacant seat in Sheffieicj 
Brjghndri ej and thus attended 
only one meeting of the BSC 
board. 

Like Dick Winterbottoip, 
who- ratnft from Oldham *8 
.years earlier, he made the 
promise that if selected h® 
would live in Sheffield. Untike 
Wmterbottom, he did not ho- 
nour the promise and remained 
at home m his beloved Deeside, 

North Whies. It was to be the 
seed of trouble. If candidates 
give TW*» ri ?l f i n g s of residence, 

woe betide them if they do not 

honour those promises. In th e 

A •J£iL. m aa nn»h Q iflA- 


J,7)A I / ••**”*“ 

bottom had enfoyed only two 
years earlier. The House of 


Commons is an adversarial 
pfaep. in the chamber and always 
slightly embarrassed at being 
lecturedby maiden speakers- 1 
vividly remember squirming 
when Griffiths told us: 

“I can do no better than to 
quote from the Bible a very 
fiunpus verse which I would sug- 
gest every member of Parha- 



Grimtlis: dream cancHdats 



he was appointed Presiding 
Commissk 


Special Commissioner, he 
presided over both Tribunals in 
their stately premises in Bedford 
Square. This was a sensitive 
time. The implementation of a 
dvil penalty code following the 
Keith Report on Enforcement 
of Revenue Powers produced a 
dramatic increase in the volume 
of appeals as did the growing ef- 
fect of European directives. 
His decisions on penalties 
charted a firm but sensible and 
workable course through pro- 
visions which were seen by 
some to be unduly Draconian. 

Medd’s recordership of 
Abingdon led to his appoint- 
ment to the Board of Governors 


of Abingdon School, and 'from, 
1983 till 1990 he was chairman 
of the Board. During that pe- 
riod the school prospered and 
its standing and prestige grew. 
Medd devoted a great deal of 
his time and energy to school af- 
fairs, displaying his own inter- 
est in the quality of the 
education and the opportunities 
it offered. His sense of balance 
and his support of the school’s 
development programme 
earned him the trust and respect 
of headmaster and staff alike. 
When he retired as chairman of 
the Board he took over the 
chairmanship of the appeal 
committee. 

Patrick Medd was a passion- 
ate gardener. When at home he 


WSSam tfedd, lawyer 
iS26 May 1919; called to the 
Middle Temple 1947, 
Bencher 1969; OBE 1962; 
Recorder of Abingdon 1964-71, 
.Honorary Recorder 1972-95; 
member. General Council of the 
Bar 1965-67: Deputy Chairman, 
Shropshire Quarter Sessions 
1967-71, ; Junior Counsel id ike 
; Commissioners of Inland Rev-, 
emte 1968-73; a Retxrrdlcrcftite 
Crown Croat 1972-81; QC 1973; 
chairman, Board of Referees 
and Finance Act I960 Tribunal 
1978-91; a circuit judge 1981-92; 
Co-President, National Refer- 
ence Tribunal for the Coalmining 
Industry 1985-95; Special 
Commissioner of Income Tax 
1986-92 Presiding Special Com- 
missioner 1990-92 ; President, 
VATTribwials 1988-92; married 
1945 Jearumne Spence Powell 
(three daughters; marriage dis- 
solved), 1971 Elizabeth Spinks 
D'Albuquerque; died 15. October 
1995. 


UqiV&sity jjofiegt? iJf Ntirflr' 
Wdftsat Bangor. Quafifymg W 
anindnstiial chemist and met- 
allurgist, Griffiths .worked at. 
Shotton and sabsequehtly m 
-Caerphilly and at the.DalzeH 
woricsinIanarishire.InMaidr' 
1968. he became a worker di-, 
rector of the British Steel Cor- 
poration. After his defeat by 
Geraint Morgan in penbigh- 


' ment should use as his yardstick 
to measure the motive of his 
contribution to any topic. 
/Though I speak with the 
tongues of men and angels and 
though I have the gift, of 
Tpropbetty^so that I could move 
.-mountains, and have not love, 
‘ I am become a sounding brass 
, or a tinkling cymbaL* I believe 
.that if our actions and obser- 
vations are based on respect and 
lore for our fidkw men our am- 
- tributions will be worthwhile-" 
That was not quite the contri- 
bution that the beleaguered 
Labour Party had expected on 
the most contentious matter of 
theyear. 

Griffiths believed that the 
^conservative attitude of private 
t companies to the export mar- 
jketwas one 9 f the reasons why 
* ritain’s export performance 
not anything like as good 
"tas it should have been. In 10 
•j years the export increase had 
? been sometnmg like 30 per 
. -cent whereas the import per- 
formance had shown an in- 
V crease of 63 per cent He 
T believed that Britain had to use 
all the machinery available to 
“sell abroad. He gently criti- 
cised private companies for 
their attitude: “Tb remain prof- 
itable, to give our shareholders 


should go and the BSC n 
use every means. * 

nower to push its export p 

On the question , of font 

term planning, he beU^dthai 
there was an acceptano .in die 
steel industry, both iff tto. j.or 
poratfon and inthe Bnus* 1 
Steel and Kindred Ttad . - 
sodation, which sponsored hun. 
that if the industry was to re 
main competitive it was esw.n- 
tial that it had low-cost 
production units and produced 
not less steel but more steel. 

After the 1970 general elec- 
tion Griffiths, in the view of his 
colleagues, became a little odd 
and apoor attender. In retro- 
spect what we did not realise 
was the extent of which he had 
been physically hurt in a most 
unpleasant mugging after leav- 
ing die House of Commons late 
one night. 

Living far away from a con- 
stituency is always likely lo 
make a member more vulner- 
able to political manoeuvring 
within the constituency. One ot 
the objections raised by the 
Sheffield Brightside party, 
where Eddie Griffiths had had 
a majority of 20*567 in the gen- 
eral election of February 1974. 
was that he had gone on living 
m Flintshire. However, the 
straw that probably broke the 
camel’s back was a weekend 
Griffiths spent in Suffolk as Ac 
guest of the local Conservative 
MP for Ipswich, Ernie Ernie 
Money. Griffiths had gone 
there to preach at a harvest fes- 
tival (he was a devout Christ- 
ian). But before that he went 
with Money as a passionate 
football enthusiast to see Ip- 
swich Town play Sheffield Unit- 
ed. He also went to a Chamber 
of Commerce dinner and dance 
where he was photographed 
with Money and his supporters 
in a dinn er jacket. Someone in 
Suffolk, probably a travelling 
Sheffield United supporter, 
tipped off the Brightside Con- 
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sutuency Labour Party and the 
Sheffield T ““ 


U ,^ K J Star newspaper. And 
that was the end of Griffiths's 
political career. 

In the October 1974 general 
ftWtinn, the second of the year, 
the Brightside party adopted in 
Griffiths^ place the charming 
and ebullient left-winger Joan 
Maynard, who cheerfully look 
it in her stride that she was nick- 
named “Stalin’s Grandmother". 
Joan Maynard got 18,108 votes 
and retained the seat for 
Labour. Griffiths, standing as an 
Independent Labour candidate, 
polled 10,182 votes. After that 
defeat he joined the Social De- 
mocratic Party. His career was 
one of those might-have-beens. 

Thin Dalyell 


Edward Griffiths, industrial 
chemist, politician : bom 
Flintshire 7 March 1929; MP 

^l^74;mcarieEm4^^Mf- 
fiths (one son, one daughter); 
died 18 October 1995. 


Sir Alan Wilson 


library of Sir 
Alan Wilson [9 Octoberj right- 
ly draws attention to his combi- 
nation of distinction in both the 
academic and industrial worlds, 
and dies the example of the In- 
dustrial Fund for Education, 
writes Lord Bollock. 

I would like to add a second 
example. As a result of a chance 
meeting in 1957 on the SS 
Queen Mary, crossing to New 
York, Wilson became interest- 
ed in the plan for theiounda-. 


tion of a new college at Oxford 
with a commitment to offer half 
its places in science and math- 
ematics. His interest as always 
was accompanied by practical 
help. The operation to secure 
business support for the In- 
dustrial Fund was kept in being 
to raise the funds needed to cre- 
ate St Catherine’s College. Wil- 
son not only recruited Sir Hugh 
Beaver, then chairman of the 
CBL bat with his rare qualifi- 
cation of scientist and industri- 


alist, was able to open the door 
to a score of the leading British 
companies. 

It is no exaggeration to say 
that his advice and support 
were crucial to the foundation 
of St Catherine’s. This was 
recognised at the time by the 
Oxford University when it con- 
ferred the honorary degree of 
DSc on him and will never be 
forgotten by the college which 


was only too happy to elect him 


as a Honorary Fellow. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


LA WREN CE -WILSON; On 10 Octo- 
ber. lo Debbie (nee Simms 1 and 
Richard, a son. Edward Matthew 
Wilson, a brother for Zoc. 


DEATHS 

JACKSON: Christopher Alan, of Erd- 


ingion. Birmingham, on 17 October 
1995. in his 2Sdi vear. 


. — Cremation and 

wake lo be bold October 1995. 
Beloved son to Marion and Michael, 
brother lo Simon, Alan and 
■Amanda. Whom the gods love dies 
young - Menander. 

LEVY: Alfred, laic of Saffron Walden, 
huteber. Passed away suddenly. 17 
October 1905. Funeral service, 2A 
October, in Cambridge CSty Crema- 
torium. 10am. Family flowers only. 
Donations to Amnesty Imemaiion- 
aL go Ham- WHHams rimeml Service, 
telephone 01223 359480. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Tbt Owe* attends i Dudiky Foendinan Coo- 
fcn.no: at DikUey PuL QxfankUie. The 
Me af Edlotarrih Capum General, Rnyal 
MarioBi-aneniha Mnrii Through ihc City n( 
Lnodra PtwtKtoJ Redmans it [he Mansion 
1 1 race, Lrankm fcG and as Admiral, attend* 
admnermtlwRi^SisdheinYadnChd>,HaB- 
He. SrarthampMi. Uampdrirc. The Mam Ihq* 
a) ctaun a EmnponunL. "Gnjup Deeaota] an 
Equine Educabwul Provision", at the Royal 
Agricultural College. Cirencester, Ghiuecster- 
starf- Tie Dadbcus of Gtoscesto, Patron. The 
faval School. Bath, presents the pruts a< (be 
Senior Pnro Ohlnj; at the Theatre Roval Bath, 
to neurit Ihc 130th Amnwroity of ibefciundtng 
of the School, and later opens the new Senior 
School. 


Changing of the Guard 


The lltnuclmh] Cavalry Mounted Repmcm 
Queen's Life Guard at Hone 


mount] die 
Gumta. I lam. 


Forthcoming- 

marriages 


Anniversaries 


Mr R.E.K. Marshall 
and Miss T L. Vignoles 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Robert, youngest son of the 
late Mr Keith Marshall and of Mrs 
Kix Marshall of Old Windsor, Berk- 
shire. and Tiffany, daughter of Mr 
and Mrs Michael Vignoles, ofTUford. 
Surrey. 


Birthdays 

Sir James Ackers, fanner chairman. 
West Midlands Regional Health Au- 
thority. 60; Mr Hume Boggjs-Rolfe, 
barrister and farmer. 84: Sir Edwin 
BoHand, former diplomat. 73; The 
Right Rev Stanley Booth-Qibbom, 
former Bishop of Manchester, 71; Mr 
Art Buchwald. writer, 70; Mr Chris 
Cowdrey, cricketer, 38: Professor Sir 
Bernard Crossland, mechanical en- 
gineer, 72; Mr Lawrence Daly, for- 
mer trade-union leader, 71; The 
Right Rev Joseph Gray, Roman 
Catholic Bishop of Shrewsbury, 76: 
Mr A1 Greenwood, rock musician, 44; 
Professor Sfr Douglas Hague, chair- 
man, Oxford Strategy Network, 69, 
Mr Colin Jeavons, actor, 66; Mr Ed- 
die Madsen, showjumper. 46; Judge 
Dcirdre McKinney, circuit judge. 67; 
Mr John MOne Home, fanner Lord- 
Lieutenant of Dumfries and Gal- 
loway, 79; Lord. Montagu of 
Beaulieu, founder. National Motor 
Museum, 69; Mr Tom Petty, guitarist 
and singer, 42; Sir Anthony Reeve, 
ambassador to South Africa, 57; Mr 
Ian Rush, footballer, 34; Professor 
Samuel Saul, former Vice- 
Chancellor, York University. 71: Sir 
William Shapland, chartered ac- 
countant, 83: Sir Alexander Stirling, 
former diplomat, 69; The Hon 
Emma Tennant, writer, 58; Mr 
Timothy Vfest. actor, 61. 


Births: Sir Christopher Wren, math- 
ematician and architect, 1632; Hen- 
ry John Temple, third Viscount 
Palmenaon, st ate s m a n . 1784; Odilon 
Redon, painter and lithographer, 
1840; Jean-Nicolas Arthur Rimbaud, 
poet, 1S54; Bela Lugosi (Bela Lugosi 
Blasko), actor, 1884; Anna Neagie 
(Marjorie Robertson), actress, 1904. 
Deaths Thomas Linacre, scholar 
and physician, 1524; Grace Darling, 
heroine at the wreck, of the For- 
farshire. 1842; Bud Flanagan (Robert 
Winthzop), “Crazy Gang” comedian, 
1968; Sir John Anthony Quayle, ac- 
tor, 1989. On this day: the corona- 
tion of George 1 wok place, 1714; the' 
Sunday limes was fast published, 
182% Aristotle Onassis married 
Jacqueline Kennedy, 1968; the Syd- 
ney Opera Hoose was opened to the 
public, 1973. Today is the Feast Day 
of St Acca, St Andrew the Calybite 
of Crete, St Anemias. St Berliha 
Boscardin and St Caprasius of Agen. 


Luncheons 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
Sir Nicholas Bpnsor Bl MP, Minis- 
ter of State for Foreign and Com- 
monwealth Affairs, hosted a lunch 
yesterday at Lancaster House, Lon- 
don SW1, for Mr Wladyskrw Bar- 
loszewsld, Munster for Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Poland. 
Fbyles literary Luncheon 
Mr Paul Johnson was in the chan- at 
the 628th Fades Literary Luncheon 
held yesterday at the Grosvenor 
House Hotel. Loudon WL, in hon- 
our of Sir Kingsley Amis, and ro cel- 
ebrate the publication of The 
Biographer's Moustache. Among 
those present were: 


Mr Alan Coren; Mr Winrion Graham; Lady 
Healey: The Counitw of LoogfianJ; He Earl 
of Longiaxtl; Sir I\u c^i iuc T Mnrohflnip 


Lectures 


Victoria and Albert Museum: Wendy 
Williams, “Bronze-casting in the 
early Renaissance'’, 230pm. 

Tate GaBay Susan Rrfsrer, “Holbein 

and England", 1pm. 

British 'Museum: Paul Collins, 
“Changing Views of Mesopotamian 
History", 1.15 pm. 

Otford University (Herbert Spencer 
Lecture): Professor P. GoodfeUow, 
“Genetics of Set I^iennination and 
Differentiation*', 5pm. 

Gresham College, Barnard's Inn 

Hall, London EC1: Professor 
Heather Couper, “Exploring the 
Milky ’Wty". 1pm. 

Leicester University (School of Ed- 
ucation): Professor Maurice Gal- 
lon, “How to Succeed in Framework 
rv", 1pm; Judge Stephen Ttemim, 
“Aspects of PrisotB*, 8pm. 


Synagogue services 

Details, of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 5.42pm. 

United S y nagog u es: 0171-387 4300. 
Federation of Synagogues: 0181*202 
2263. Union of Liberal and Progressive 
Synagogues 0171-580 1663. Reform 
Synagogues of Great Britain: 0181-349 
473 L Spanish and Portuguese Jews 
Congregation: 0171-289 2573. New 
IviiKfcnSymjgoeocfMaJMjrtlf: 0171-328 
1026. 


Announcements for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES « DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions, Marriages, Deaths, Memo- 
rial services, Weddfcrj anahosaufes, In 
Memorial]]) should be sent In witting 
to the G rotto Editor, The Independent, 
1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf; Lon- 
don E14 5DL, telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 (24-honr answering; machine 
0171-293 2012) or foxed to 0171393 
2010. and are charged at £&50 a Une 
(VAT extra). 


Cable cancer risk did not call for new rules 


Regina t Secretary of State for 
Trade and Industry; ex parte Dud- 
dridge and others; Coart of Appeal 
(Lord Justice Kennedy, Lard Justice 
Peter Gibson and Sr Iain Glidewell) 
6 October 1995 


LAW REPORT 


20 October 1995 


The unproven possibility that 
electromagnetic fields (EMFs) 
from high-voltage cables form- 
ing part of the national grid 
might increase the rhfc of chil- 
dren in the locality developing 
leukaemia was not enough to 
impose od the Secretary of 
State for Trade and Industry an 
obligation, either under do- 
mestic or European law, to Is- 
sue regulations limiting snch 
EMFs. 

TheCburtoLAppealrefiised 
an application for leave to ap- 
peal against the decision of tne 
Queen’s Bench Divisional 
Court, on 3 October 1994, re- 
fusing an application for judi- 
cial review of the Secretary of 
Stale's decision ndt to issue r%- 
ulntinnK fimftmg EMfefram ea- 
bles laid by National Grid pic 
or other licence-holders under 
the Electricity Act 1989. 

The application was brought 
of three children, 


tion emitted from these cables, 
well m excess of the average do- 
mestic level, would expose 
them to a risk of developing 
leukaemia. 

Section 3(3) of (he 1989 Act 
imposed on the Secretary of 
a duty to exercise his amo- 
tions under the Act in the 
manner best calculated “(d) to 
protect the public firm dangers 
arising from the generation, 
transmission or supply of elec- 
tricity^. Section 29 empow- 
ered' him to make regulations 
to this end. 

The applicants argued that 
the Secretary of State should 


turns. But the expert evidence 
adduced in the Divisional 
Court did not establish there 
was such a risk. The furthest it 

went was as stated by Dr J. A. 
Dennis, a former member of 
the National Radiological Pro- 
tection Board (NRPB), who 
said: 


in a white paper of 1 990, “This 
Common Inheritance". 

The Secretary of State was 

said to be under a duty to adopt 
what was called the “precau- 


tionary princmle" in order to 
comply with European Com- 
mtiTiitv On this point, the 
s also sought to refer 
» the European Court 
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of Justice. They relied on arti- 
cle 130rofthe Treaty of Rome, 


The totality of the'aaeritific evidence 
points tb the weak possibility that 
prolonged exposure to power fre- 
queucy magnetic fields, while not a 
direct cansal factor in inducing hu- 
man leukaemias, may enhance the 

risks of these cancers, especially in 
young children . . . 


take .a “precautionary view” of 
risk from EMFs and should 


the risk! 

lay down regulations to control 
it 

Michael Bdoff QC and Graham 
Read (Leigh, Coj for the ap- 
plicants; Stephen Richards and ion 
Burnett (Treaswy Solicitor) for the 
Secretary of State ; Alan Griffiths 
(Frcskfidds} for National Grid pic. 


The applicants’ other ex- 
pert, Professor Scott Davies, 
concluded: 


I do not believe that a causal rela- 
tionship has yet been established. 
Nevertheless . . . that such exposures 
may increase the risk of childhood 
leukaemia cannot be dismissed, 
given the current evidence. 


Lloyd Duddridge, Danielle Bye 
and Naomi HolHday, who lived 
in South Woodford near where 
National Grid pic were laying 
a new high-voltage under- 
ground cable. It was afie 
that the non-ionising 


Sir Iain Glidewell said it was 
dear that if there was a risk of 
persona] injury or damage to 

property arsing from the trans- 
mission of electricity through 
the new cables, die Secretary 
of State was under a duty to 
protect the public froan that risk 


The Secretary of State’s case 
was that this was insufficient to 
impose on him a duty to act 
The applicants argued that he 
had set the threshold too high, 
and if there was evidence of a 
possible risk he was under a 
duty to use his powers to ob- 
■viate iL That was the standard 
adopted as government policy 


me u«uy ui iso me, 

as amended by the Maastricht 
Treaty, and incorporated into 
English law by the European 
Communities Act 1972, as 
amended by the 1993 Act 
In his Lordship's judgment, 
the court could resolve the isue 
without referring it to Europe. 
Article 130r set out the aims 
which Community policy on 
the environment should be de- 
signed to achieve; it did not of 
itself place any obligation on any 
organ of a national govem- 
RicnL The creation of a policy 
on the environment required a 
decision by, and action such as 
the promulgation of a directive 
by, the organs of the 


< of the Commu- 

nity. If or when such a measure 
was adopted, the Secretary of 
State would be under whatever 
obligation it imposed; at present 

he was under no such obligation. 

Lord Justice Kennedy and 
Lord Justice Peter Gibson 
agreed. 


Paul Magruth, Barrister 
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: ' • ■ news analysis 


TTie Astburys were optimistic about their conjoined twins. But 'bad luck' ruined the babies' chances of survival. Jojo Moyes reports 

Siamese twins: when fate steps in 



* * 
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A ll Melanie Astbuiy ever 
wanted was ‘‘normal 
healthy babies”. She had 
been "deliriously happy” at 
the discovery she and her 
husband Brian were expect- 
ing twins. But this was 
replaced by numbness when 
in May this year a 
revealed those twins were 
joined at the stomach. "I felt 
my world had fallen apart,” 
she said. 

Their consultant told them 
the chances of twins surviving 
a separation were “very 
good” but that they had to 
make a choice as to whether 
to abort. “We walked around 
for a week in a total mental 
fog,” said Brian Astbuiy at 
the time, but added: “We 
never seriously discussed ter- 
mination ... Our babies will 
be born out of love into love. 
Everything else rests with 


n crisis* 
' inister 

stoqij 



fate and the surgeon’s skills.” 
They rang the hospital and 
told the doctors the next 
morning. “They were de- 
lighted,” he said. 

Elsewhere, people were 
less hopeful and consider- 
ably less bullish. Dr Michael 
Maresh, Melanie Astbuiy’s 
consultant obstetrician, 
warned presdently at the 
time that the couple seemed 
“too optimistic ... toe risks 
are enormous for both chil- 
dren, as there could be so 
many abnormalities not 
defined in ultrasound, such as 
shared gut and other abdom- 
inal abnormalities”. If his 
wife was pregnant with con- 
joined twins, what would he 
have wanted? *T would have 
to say termination,” he said. 
Had he said that to toe Ast- 
burys? “No.” 

The pregnancy continued 
in secret until early fast 
month when first reports of 
the impending birth found 
their way into the Sunday 
. newspapers. The couple’s sol- 
icitor, Andrea Me Watt, 
shielded their identity until 
toeir story was swiftly bought 
for an undisclosed sum by Ian 
Monk of the Daily Mail and 
a series of in-depth inter- 
views followed 
The tone of these inter- 
views was consistently cme of 
hope triumphing over adver- 
sity. The article that appeared 


on toe day before she was due 
to give birth described Mel- 
anie Astbuiy as “a picture of 
radiant motherhood Her 
eyes shine, her slrfn has that 
special glow that pregnant 
women have and she ftyndre 
an aura of peace and con- 
tentment ..." 

But elsewhere, the cou- 
ple’s decision to go through' 
with the birth charted a fierce 
debate. This was opened by 
Polly Toynbee who, in a 
response to the Mart's arti- 
cles, wrote a piece in this 
newspaper entitled “Senti- 
mentality is not enough*? in 
which she suggested toe cou- 
ple should have been encour- 
aged, to- consider abortion. 
This brought a fierce reply 
from, among others, Domnnc 
Lawson, then editor of the 
Spectator and himself the 
rather of a daughter with 
Down’s Syndrome, who said: 
“If anything could truly be 
described as chitting it is the 
mind of Polly Tbynbee „. 
her argument is not only 
morally and emotionally 
bankrupt; it is also intellect- 
ually bankrupt.” 

Amid the relative peace of 
the maternity ward Melanie 
Astbuiy gave birth to daugh- 
ters Chloe and Nicole by 
Caesarean section at St 
Mary’s Hospital, Manchester, 
on 14 September. The first 
conjoined twins born in Brit- 
ain for nearly 10 years, they 
were joined from toe breast- 
bone to the navel 
Although they also shared 
a bowel, they had separate 
hearts, limbs and spinal 
cords. They also shared a 
liver, but this organ has the 
power to regenerate itself if 
divided. The Astburys were 
said to be “overwhelmed and 
speechless with joy” at their 
daughters’ birth. Melanie 
Astbuiy, on seeing them for 
foe first time, described them 
as “beautiful” 

Doctors said the twins 
were “stable and p rogressing 
satisfactorily*’ in toe hospi- 
tal’s special baby unit Three 
days later, on 18 September, 
they underwent an 11-hour 
operation to separate their 
bowels, which had -become 
tangled in toe vtomb, and ' 
the following dhy consultant 
paediatric surgeon Alan 








The short lives of Chloe and Nicole Astbi* 



operation, described it as suc- 
cessful and was “cautiously 
optimistic” that the twins 
would be able to eat normally 
within a year. 

But four days later he 
admitted toe extent of the 
bowel damage was a disap- 
pointment. “It is quite likely 
to have implications for the 
separation, but I am not pre- 


pared to speculate on it,” he 
said 

Nevertheless, the last time 
toe hospital chiefs com- 
mented on Chloe and 
Nioolc’s condition, they said 
staff were “quietly pleased” 
with their progress. Doctors 
were waiting for toe twins to 
become strong enough to 
undergo a full separation, 
which was not expected to 
happen for at least a year. 
But on 21 September they 
were taken off a ventilator 
and were able to breathe 
normally for toe first time. 

Shortly afterwards their 
mother was allowed home. 
Melanie Astbuiy, 25, who 
also has a three-year-old son, 
returned daily to St Mary’s to 
help care for her daughters. 
“I’m washing toeir faces now 
and changing nappies, so I 
feel much more involved as & 
mother,” she said “I haven’t 
bathed them yet butl hope to 
soon.” 

Feelings about the birth, 
however, were still running 
high. Last Monday the par- 
ents appeared on ITVs This 
Morning show and revealed 
that they had received hate- 
mail because of their decision 
not to terminate. They had 
thrown the letters from the 
“sickos” away, they said They 
added that an operation to 
separate their daughters was 
“inevitable”, but they had 
“no regrets” about going 
through with the births. 

They bad every reason to 
feel confident The babies had 
progressed much better than 
could reasonably have been 
expected after their major 
operation four weeks ago. 
They had been fed on milk, 
both orally and through a tube 
to the abdomen. So pleased 
was the hospital with the twins’ 
progress that last Friday doc- 
tors had discussed with the 
Astburys toe possibility of the 
babies being discharged 

But last weekend Chloe 
became affected by a bowel 
disease known as neo-natal 
necrotising enterocolitis 
(NEC), which spread to other 
vital organs. leaned so closely 
to her sister, she could not fail 
to pass on the disease and 
over toe next three days both 
babies had gradually deteri- 
orated from toe infection - 
which has a 25 per cent mor- 
tality rate among babies who 
develop it 

Alan Dickson said yester- 
day that it had always been in 
toe doctors’ minds that they 
might have to operate to save 
one of toe children. But both 
of them bad deteriorated at 
such a rate that toe doctors 
had decided toe best option 
was to support them both and 


hope that they both made a 
recovery. 

At 12.45am on Wednesday, 
Mr Dickson called the Ast- 
burys and asked them to 
come to toe hospital. There 
he advised them that no more 
could be done for the twins 
and that they were going to 
die. “We asked if they wanted 
to come and spend some 
time with the babies then, but 
they were unable to do so. 
such was their distress,” he 
said. 

Tile twins were put on life- 
support systems, but an horn- 
later Mr Dickson broke toe 
news to toe couple that toe 
twins had died “of their own 
accord”. They spent a short 
time with their children 
before leaving toe hospital 
early on Wednesday morning 

Yesterday Mr Dickson 
emphasised that the outlook 








had been good for the twins 
and that Chloe and Nicole 
had been the victims of “bad 
luck”. “It is very bad luck to 
be a conjoined twin in the 
first place. Our information 
on the scans was very encour- 
aging. But, as you know, they 
had an operation revealing 
congenital problems with toe 
gut far beyond what we coukl 
have expected,” he said 

“To come through what 
they came through in toe 
first 11 days of life and then 
to be hit with this out of toe 
blue was extremely bad luck.” 
The doctor said medical staff 
had remained optimistic that 
toe babies could have looked 
forward to normal lives. 

The Astburys were des- 
cribed yesterday as “devas- 
tated". “Melanie and Brian 
were full of hope and this 
turn of events was totally 
unexpected for them both,” 
said Ms McWatt She made a 
personal plea to the media to 
allow Mr and Mrs Astbuiy to 
grieve in private. “They have 
to be allowed to deal with this 
in their own way and, in par- 
ticular, in a private way,” she 
said. 

Sources at the Daily Mail 
yesterday said it “had nor 
been derided” whether the 
paper would run a subsequent 
interview with the Astburys. “I 
think that would be up to the 
parents,” the source said. 



Ian Lang may have the sex appeal of a Scottish pallbearer to voters, south of 
the border, but Wilkes hears that he is now The Chosen One. John Major’s 
friends are saying in the privacy of their drawing rooms that the new President 
of the Board oTDrade is the Prime Minister’s preferred choice to succeed him 
when he goes. Mr Major has no wish to repeat Baroness Thatcher’s mistake of 
going on, and on, and on, if - against all the odds - he wins toe next election. 
He witt stand down and tend his bank balance and, according to some dose to 
Mr Major, will certainly have gone by the end of 1998. • 

The succession is therefo r e a live issue. Mr Lang is regarded by Major as 
sound in all particulars, and not easily pushed around by the right wing, which 
will be on toe rampage once Mr Major goes. This is the last chance for the left 
to secure its influence in the choice of lea d er, while the right is still hope lessly 
split between Messrs Redwood and PortiDa Hence Wilkes advises, buying 

snares in Lang. , ' 

way have an exterior as long-faced as an Edinburgh terrace, bathe b 
very good company over venison and chips and has an impressive humour 
pedigree, being a contemporary of the famous Footlights set, who went on to 

create Monty Python. He is also a 
wonderful mimic if ever he did 

become Prime Minister, Roty 
Bremner might as well join toe dole 
queue. ■; ' 

Wilkes is, of course, hedging his 
bets by putting money on Gillian 

Shephard- But remember you heard 
Mr Lang’s name here first. After att, it 
makes compelling sense in one 

respect: if Labour wins the election 

and introduces a Scottish parliament, 

who better to mastermind a quiet U- 

tarn in Tbiy polity by agreeing to 

retain that body than Lang - the man 
who 20 years earlier argued thatan 

assembly was toe way to revive Tbiy .. ^ „ kw**.™* 

fortunes north of toe border? Vfanfaon, chip* and a trig future 

Vfe would certaixifr be In the throes of leadership issue, and Redwood w^nld 

SssS&ssss 

iu*c«Tied<mmst!ratto f »n»o _ 


about what colleagues regard as the 
further self-aggrandisement of 
Michael Headline, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, First Secretary and Supreme 
Befog. Her Majesty's Chief Minister 
for Titles has moved into temporary 
premises at toe Treasury, pending 
refurbishment of bis vast suite of 
rooms in the Cabinet Office. He has 
found a suitably immense room to his 
Eking for toe regular meetings of his 
Cabinet committee. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Wilkes hears, was amazed to discover 
this Treasury room existed and raised 
an eyebrow at the thought of the 
Supreme One moving into his 
territory. The Lion King sits in an 
imposing leather chair. Unprepared 
victims smlf unsuspectingly into 
extremely deep and large sofas 
opposite. Those shorter in the leg find 
it difficult to bend their knees, let 
alone reach toe floor, and need a 
block and tackle to haul them out 


ludicrous event 'Wilkes finds it 
difficult to imagine Troy Blair win 
put up with it much longer 




For when you get 
REALLY STUCK... 


the challenger would have been the 
same Vulcan pretend** The 
camp betteves that John Redifood, far 
from being forced by foe sttdden turn 
of events to dedare his hand* *** 

geared up to run -but only in 
November- And what fa more, m«y ^ 
believe be amM easily hare 
he bad foe extra tone. Major would 
have had a dreadful summer and » 


stroke. 


cangfel oo toe hop, which might 
i why his tax-cutting 
propMune looked so thin: ft had to 

be cobbled together <wer a stage 

HTflrnd It is a compeflfag scen ario, 
but we may never know for sure 

ninuting noises have reached 
WiBces’s ears from the Cabinet room 


7b put the rest of the Cabmet at 
their ease, the Sun King regularly 
chairs toe meeting in a V-necked 
sweater - some uncharitable souls 
pointedly remark how his woolly 
matches his ability to grasp detaO. 

WVBnes chi advise Labour not to 
bother reserving a seat on its benches 
in the House of Lords for Baroness 
Thatcher. Despite Tbny Blair’s 
overtures about respecting toe Iron 
Lady, she will not be oomfag across. 
Thatcher has become a Majorite. She 
informed Wilkes at her “do" at 
flarid ges this week (where she and 
the Queen again dashed over then- 
choice of dress) that an her past 
differences with Major have been 
i buried, and she will campaignibr him 
art the next election. The Prime 
Minister's decision to roll out toe red 
carpet for her 70th birthday party at 
Downing Street did the trick.“Tt was 
a total love-in,” said an admirer. 

.There was an added for Clare 

Short, Labour’s whnmftfs spokes- - 
person, as she hattied ber way back 
into the Shadow Cabinet in 
Wednesday’s Sections. Her assistant 
Virginia Haywood won. the sweepstake 
on the resuHs of toe increasingly 


Just the ticket 


I Just d e sert s generally come to 
those who wait, Wilkes is reassured to 
learm Sir Philip (Phil) Harris, carpet 
magnate, deputy chairman of the 
Conservative Party’s board of 
treasurers and the man who 
bankrolled the hi-tech Sir Philip 
Harris House at Guy’s Hospital, could 
be destined for even higher things. He 
s befog heavily tipped by Tbiy peers 
fax a seat in toe Lords in toe next 
honours list, on account of his fine 
record in raising monar, winch has 
helped a beleaguered Conservative 
Central Office reduce its overdraft 
from £H.4m in Angust to a mere 
£9.9m. He will also {day a crucial part 
in bnOding np a £22m “war chest” for 
toe election. 

. Deep mystery persists, however, 
about the future of Sir Basil Feldman, 
chairman of the National Union, the 
party’s voluntary wing, WID he be 
passed over yet again? At least 
WilkKs’s good friend Jeffrey Archer is 
well on his way to complete 
reintegration. Not only did he 
resurrect ins fabled shepherd’s pie and 
Krug parties at the Tbiy party 
conference last week- at which, 
incidental^, WQkes was unable to spot 
Kenneth Claike amid an otherwise fill! 
Cabinet turn-out - but he has re- 
instituted those fabled nationwide 
speaking tours. After 18 months out in 
foepofiticaJ cold, he is pulling crowds 
of up to 400 at meetings. 

-Perhaps .the most extraordmaiy 
rehabilitation of all was that of John 
Prnfumo. At Lady Thatcher’s birthday 
dinner, he and his wife were seated 
next to the Queen. 
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Heat but no light 
in the Commons 


'V7' eslcrday s furious Commons debate 
X on the prison service produced a 
great deal of heat but little lighL We are 
no nearer to knowing whether Michael 
Howard or Derek Lewis is telling the 
truth about what really happened in the 
aftermath of the Parkhurst break-out. 

The Home Secretary gave a typically 
robust performance. He stuck to his pos- 
ition that he did not interfere in the oper- 
ational control of prisons. In particular, 
he denied that he had tried to force Mr 
Lewis to suspend John Marriott, the 
Parkhurst governor. 

Meanwhile, Jack Straw, Labours home 
affairs spokesman, backed up by lony 
Blair, repeated Mr Lewis's claims that Mr 
Howard not only intervened daily in the 
running of Britain's prisons, but tried to 
bully Mr Lewis into suspending the gov- 
ernor. Bui it was not Labours day. Mr 
Howard was the better swordsman: Mr 
Straw proved no match. 

The debate was a miserable spectacle. 
Braying MPs did not bother to discuss this 
week's Learmcmt report, which represents 
a damning indictment of security in Brit- 
ain's jails. All that seemed to bother 
Labour was whether the party could des- 
troy (he political career of Mr Howard. 
And the Home Secretary seemed to 
have, as ever, only one thing on his mind: 
protecting and enhancing his own and his 
party's prospects. 

Labour's narrow agenda is depressing; 
But die source of the problem in this con- 
troversy remains Mr Howard. Yesterday's 
debate became obsessed with the obscure 
detail of what be did and when, because 
this Home Secretary is so determined to 


avoid responsibility for even the smallest 
action which might be judged embarras- 
sing. In a torrent of self-righteousness, he 
will blame anyone but himself. 

This style has characterised so many of 
the events that have taken place since the 
Parkhurst break-out First there was the 
showy, unconstructive haste in removing 
Mr Marriott from the jail. Then on Mon- 
day there was the rush to sack Mr Lewis 
as director-general of the prison service. 
Letters we publish today from Sir Dun- 
can Nichol, a member of the Prison 
Board and a highly experienced Whitehall 
operator, show the strength of support on 
that board for Mr Lewis and his achieve- 
ments over the past three years. 

They also demonstrate the urgent need 
in the prison service for clear leadership 
and organisational stability. The primary 
challenge facing the prison service, says 
Sir Duncan, "is managerial -how to close 
the gap between strategic intent and 
action on the ground. This requires fur- 
ther clarification at all levels of roles, res- 
ponsibilities and accountabilities." 

A Home Secretary addicted to the 
soundbite looks incapable of supplying 
that strategic direction. Last week, be 
turned aside without debate the objec- 
tions by the Lord Chief Justice to feed 
sentences, ignoring the pressures this 


umuuu. a iiLj icapvuumg uj uiv 

Leannont report, he foiled to offeracred- 


oneis. Goodness knows what kind i 
Mr Howard has in mind for Mr Lewis's 
successor. Those of a logical disposition 
need not apply. 


Prudence and the 
pill, revisited 


T -1 his was supposed to be the safer one. 

X One and a half million women will be 
popping the little white capsules tonight, 
wondering wearily if they have to change 
brand once more. 

The Department of Health announced 
yesterday that women who take certain 
newer brands of the contraceptive pill — 
the grimly named Femodene, Mrnulet, 
Triadene. Tri-Minulet. Marvel on and 
Mercilon — should go back to see their 
doctor. They used to think that these low- 
dose pills, which combine both oestrogen 
and two particular types of the hormone 
progesterone, reduced the risk of blood 
clots in the veins (compared to the older 
oestrogen-only varieties). It turns out that 
they were wrong. For this particular side- 
effect. the older ones are better after all. 

Grounds for switching pills? Probably. 
After all. if you arc going to take a drug 
for years, you might as well take the one 
that is marginally safer. Grounds for for- 
getting that pill tonight? Definitely not. 

So what is this new risk? For the one 
and a half million women taking the 
newer, low-dose combined pills at the 
moment, about 450 arc likely to get 
blood dots in their veins each year. Of 
those 450 women, about tune are likely 
to die from them. 

If they all switched to other brands, 
such as the older ocstrugcn-only pilL. the 
number contracting thrombosis would foil 
lo around 250. and deaths would be 
reduced to five. That is four lives saved, 
and 200 women spared a lot of discom- 
fort. But bear in mind that numerous 


women take the pill, so these risks are rel- 
a lively small -And even if all of these 
women came off the pill completely, 
therewould still be around 75 cases a year, 
and one or two deaths. 

Even more important, if they all 
stopped taking the pill tomorrow and 
became pregnant instead, their chance of 
getting thrombosis would double. 

Given the nature of the figures, there 
are certainly no grounds for panic. And it 
is unclear whether everyone should switch 
to other pills. Many women have reactions 
to the older pills. And the relative risks of 
other side-effects, such as heart attack or 
breast cancer, are still unknown. 

Which raises another question: why do 
we not know more about the various side- 
effects yet? Thrombosis was first raised 
as a concern 35 years ago. In this latest 
case the answer may lie partly in the fact 
that it’s hard to study low-risk side-effects 
until there are Large numbers of women 
taking the pills, and enough of them suf- 
fering from thrombosis. It is also true that 
post-sales research into the pill has been 
more extensive than into any other drug. 
But when you consider that so many mil- 
lions of women take this drug, that they 
are healthy rather than sick and that they 
take it for such long periods — contra- 
ceptive pills may merit even more 
research than they already attract. 

In the end, millions of women mil cany 
on taking the pUL And they are right. The 
risks remain overwhelmingly outweighed 
by the benefits of choosing when to have 
a baby. 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Garth Morisson 


Scouting for scandals 


L ast week it was Gladstone; this week 
it is Lord Baden-Powell. founder of 
the Scouting movement, who comes 
under the unsympathetic glare of sensa- 
tionalist documentary makers. Who 
knows which outstanding figure from 
history will next week undergo trial by 
leleviskm or the press? 

It is right and proper that we should 
look back and consider how great figures 
from the past have achieved their place 
in histoty. In doing so we should question 
the criteria by which we make those 
measurements - the social background of 
their day, or today’s conventions? What 
is the agenda of those making these mea- 
surements, and where lie the commercial 
interests in the broadcasting of pro- 
grammes purporting to depict these lives 
from the past? 

We know that in the summer Channel 4 
was circulating information to potential 
advertisers, inviting them to buy into a pro- 
gramme that “looks behind the upright 
image of one of the world’s most famous 
mciT. The invitation referred to “confused 
sexuality", “latent sadism" and even a “flir- 
tation with the Hitler Youth movement". 
We knenv that even os this information was 
being circulated the team researching the 
documentary was still combing the 
archives and setting up interviews with 
people who knew Badcn-PowelL Even as 
1 wntc the programme is unfinished, but 
the Channel 4 publicity machine has been 
announcing the sensational details of its 
content and emphasis. 


Of course there is a connection between 
commercial interest in selling more adver- 
tising space and an appeal to prurience 
which advertising salesmen know only too 
well. Perhaps ft does not matter much if 
one believes that the average viewer dis- 
cerns that in the midst of all the visual 
material broadcast today truth and objec- 
tive judgement can be casualties, but one 
is entitled to be dubious about that - how 
else can one explain the inordinate pub- 
lic interest in these matters? 

It does matter very much if the intru- 
sion of the commercial interest results in 
a portrayal so distorted as to destroy the 
public perception of a great figure from 
the past - which is what I fear may hap- 
pen here, ft can so easily lead to deni- 
gration of the outstanding achievements 
and a cynical disdain for those who 
admire them. 

Let's not forget the extraordinary 
achievements of Lord Baden-Powell. 
With amazing imagination and original- 
ity he created a movement chat has 
brought excitement and adventure to 
many millions ofboys and girls across die 
world through Scouting and Guiding. His 
methods were revolutionary at the time, 
but have stood the test of time, having 
been adopted by many other educational 
bodies- His vision has enabled ns to over- 
come the barriers set up by those who 
have little to contribute but to carp, crit- 
icise and denigrate the efforts of others. 

The writer is the Chief Scoul 



■ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ■ 


Nuclear safety: commitment and credibility 


From Mr John G. Collier 
Sin I want to demolish the canard 
that privatisation will have any 
adverse impact on nuclear safety 
at Britain's nuclear power sta- 
tions (“Nuclear sell-off ‘a threat 
to safely’ ", 18 October). I-write 
as chairman of Nuclear Electric 
pic with over 40 years’ exp eri ence 
in the nuclear industry, much of 
it directly related to safety. 

Over the past five years- 
Nuclear Electric and Scottish : 
Nuclear have both achieved 
exceptionally high safety^sfon- 
dards whfle at the same time con- 
siderably enhancing their com- 
mercial performance. Safe ty and 
performance are. complCmep:-/ 
tary; they are the hallniaj^c^, a v 
quality company, .^ V 

More importantly, there can 
be no compromise on safety as a 
result of p avalisation becausa the - 
Nuclear Installations Inspec- 
torate will continue to regulate, 
the same stations in the same 
way, to the same very high stan- 
dards. It is worth noting that in 
their submissions to the Govern- 
ment’s Nuclear Review, the Nil . 
and the Health and Safety Exec- 
utive said they saw no need to 
change these arrangements. 

Both NE and SNL have an 
absolute commitment to safety. 
We have done this by adopting 
the best management practices in 
both the safety and commercial 
fields. Performance indicators 
for safety staff are not driven by 
profit Their prime targets are 
demonstrable enhancement of 
safely as measured by a series of 
performance indicators given in 
our published annual health and 
safety reports. By any objective 
stantlards this has proved suc- 
cessful - all our health and safety 
indicators (radiation dose to 
workers, incident statistics, etc) 


are far improved since both com- 
panies’ formation in 1990. 

Nudear power will not survive 
if our stations are not operated 
to the high est levels of safety - 
but then our staff will not permit 
anything less. 

Yours sincerely, 

John G. Collier 

Chairman!'?. 

Nudea^^ctric •" 

Gloucester 
18 October • 

From Mr-0iB Carpenter 
Sir The'm^tdc “Nuclear sell-off 
‘athreat-to safety’ "(18 October) 
quoted Scottish Nuclear 
ing that safety in the' n 
industry , regulated v 
independent Nuclear 
tions Inspectorate”. As the 
union which represents aB of the 
Health and Safety Executive's 
Inspectors and other specialist 
staff; the Institute of Profession- 
als, Managers and Specialists 
(IPMS) is ideally placed to com- 
ment on the resources for regu- 
lation and the morale of the 
staff who undertake the regula- 
tion. Over the course of the last 
few years the Government’s atti- 
tude to the funding of the Health 
and Safety Executive has 
changed markedly, 

A couple of years ago, there 
was a consensus between the 
Government and the Health 
and Safety Commission to the 
extent that the HSC’s very rea- 
sonable and modest bids for 
financial resources to run the 
organisation were always met in 
full The past three years have 
seen the HSE’s budget cut by 
more than 10 per cent, and even 
more substantial cuts are antic- 
ipated for 1996-97. The results 
have been cuts in staffing levels 
which have, up until now, been 


c over ed by the dedication of 
HSE’s staff who have attempted 
to ensure that vital work has not 
beeu left undone. ‘ 

Over the past two years, how- 
ever, the pace of change inHSE 
(forced % government-driven 
cuts and initiatives) has dramat- 
ically increased. Thisyear, staff 
morale in. HSE has readied as 
low a point as people can 
remember. : 

The “independence" of the 
Nuclear Installations Inspec- 
torate has, up until now, bees 

guaranteed ly enwiriiig that their 
pay levels hare been analogous to 



seen fir-tp'essmethaf the, 

eh for HSE staff 

ran be maintained.. only .at- the. 
price of job cols. The pay deter- 
mination -mechamsm has until 
now enabled Nil to maintain its 
professkmalisn and credibility 
with the nuclear industry: that is 
now at risk. 

Along with all other HSE aaff 
the Nil are bang given stark 
choice pay increases and job cots 
(which mean that workloads 
increase and morale and safety 
suffer) or no pay increases and 
smaller job cuts (which has 
exactly the same result). The 
Government’s fired view that 
“efficiency” only results when 
fewer staff are enjoyed is dearly 
flawed. 

Yours faithfully, 

Phil Carpenter 
Negotiations Officer 
IPMS: Institution of 
Professionals, Managers 
and Specialists 
Liverpool 
IS October 


Calling the CSA to account 


From Afr Richard Oppenhdmer 
Sin The response byTbny Ward, 
director of operations at the 
Child Support Agency (Letters, 
16 October), to Folly Tbynbee’s 
artide is misleading. 

- Last year, as a result of its 
own actions, the CSA collected 
£64m of maintenance for offset 
against state funds, at a cost of 
£1 92.4m. The remaining £ 128m 
was revenue brought forward 
from the old Liable Relatives 
Unit and foe which the CSA can 
claim no credit. By contrast, in 
its last year, the liable Relatives 
Unit offset £3 13m of mainte- 
nance against state funds, at a. 
'cost of £61m. 

Of the 500,00Gcases which the 
CSA handled last year; more than 
three-quarters were cleared with 
die absent parent bang asked for 
£230 a week or less, and because 
of flte nature of the formula many 
people who were previously pay- 
ing, at least something are now 
effectively paying nothing. That is 
why the number of people receiv- 
ing maintenance has now fallen to 
an all-time low. 

Ms Toynbee is right to ask if 
die CSA is on the verge of col- 
lapse. Its doomed to failure on 
financial grounds alone. The 
arithmetic of the CSA’s assess- 
ment formula dictates that it will 
never be able to offset as much 
maintenance against state funds 
as the system it replaced. The 
simple truth is that, over three 
years, replacing the Liable Rela- 
tives Unit with foe CSA has deliv- 
ered a loss to the taxpayer of 
£l-lbn. . 

Yours faithfully, 

Richard Oppenheimer 
Network Against the 
Child Support Act 
Miltou Keynes 
18 October 


From Lord Russell 
Sir Since Tony Ward (letter. 16 
October) is accusing Polly Toyn- 
bee of “recycling information" 
which comes from the Liberal 
Democrats, I may be allowed a 
right of reply. 

I am always ready to listen to 
serious statistics, providing I can 
understand how they were 
arrived at I would therefore like 
to ask Mr Wild some questions 
-about the £479m of savings in 
social security benefits which he 
credits to the Child Support 
Agency. 

First, can he confirm or deny 
that any angle parent who comes 
off benefits for whatever reason 
is included in these figures? 

Second, does he agree with 
Andrew Mitchell MP in his let- 
ter to Liz Lynne MP of 6 Sep- 
tember that single parents may 
come off benefit for many other 
reasons, such as getting a job or 
getting married? 

Thud, can he give us a com- 
parison between the single par- 
ent who came off benefits since 
the introduction of the CSA and 
during the period before its 
introduction? 

Finally, has he found away of 
correcting his figures to ensure 
that the CSA does not claim 
credit for any improvements 
resulting from the Chancellor’s 
decision in 1993 to increase the 
benefit disregard for single par- 
ents on family credit? 

When Mr Ward has answered 
these questions, we could have 
something to talk about. 

Yours, 

Russell . 

House of Lords 
London, SW1 
16 October 

The writer is Liberal Democrat 
social security spokesman. 


Positive approach to racial discrimination 


From Mr Austen Cooper 
Sir. Michael Gottlieb's difficulty 
in persuading black people to 
work for Smollensky s restau- 
rants (letter, 12 October) is eas- 
ily solved. The Race Relations 
Act 1976 contains provisions for 
“positive action” measures to be 
taken. These include providing 
training for, and encouraging 
applications from, under-repre- 
sented racial groups. Further 
details and advice can be 
obtained from the nearest offices 
of the Race Relations Employ- 
ment Advisory Service and the 
Commission for Racial Equality. 
Yours faithfully, 

Austen cooper 
Croydon, Suirey 

From Mr John Clark 

Sin Although I did not read the 

artide concerning the shortage of 


blacks in senior positions in 
industry (10 October), I did read 
the letter by Michael Gottlieb in 
which he states that title only rea- 
son for the shortage is the fact 
that they do not apply. 

It was exactly tins view, put by 
employers 10 years ago, that led 
to the establishment of the Wind- 
sor Fellowship. The fellowship is . 
unique in the UK in supporting 
black and Asian undergraduates 
through a competency-based pro- 
gramme run during their vaca- 
tions to prepare them for man- 
agement positions in the private 
and public sectors. 

Mr Gottlieb states that “busi- 
nessmen are extremely practical 
people". This is true, and it is 
these people who provide the 
financial support and relevant 
work experience for the under- 
graduates on our programmes. 


After working with the under- 
graduates, the companies and 
the Civil Service departments 
ofeenoffer them permanent jobs, 
and some are now in senior or 
middle management positions. 

However, there are very few 
senior black managers, and this 
gives young black people a clear 
message in terms of career 
expectations. For young blacks 
in Britain to believe in the 
existence of opportunities 
requires that organisations join 
those working with the Windsor 
Fellowship to put some effort 
into changing the message, so 
they can reap the benefits of 
attracting talented blade and 
Asian staff. 

Yours sincerely 
John Clark 
C hief Executive 
The Windsor Fellowship 
London, E2 
13 October 


Barings’ lesson 

From Mr AM Dede 
Sir. Since Nick Leeson’s “hidden 
error account", with its huge 
losses accumulated over the 
years, brought down Barings, 
Daiwa 's Toshihide Iguchi has 
reaffirmed that hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars of hidden losses 
can go undetected, albeit in a dif- 
ferent form and using different 
instruments. In their report on 
B&rings, Singapore’s inspectors 
highlight that bank’s failure to 
analyse and understand Leeson’s 
request for large sums of funds as 
a major contribution to Barings' 
collapse (report, 18 October). 

Companies with large securi- 


ties operations, such as Barings 
and Daiwa, bold huge multi-cur- 
rency positions in a variety of 
instruments, and thus have hun- 
dreds of millions of daily funding 
requirement. The funding of 
these positions also includes any 
realised profit/loss resulting from 
the company’s daily trading activ- 
ities. In sununaiy: total fending 
= (total position +/- profit/loss). 

In the case of Barings, losses 
were hidden in an “error 
account" that was not reported, 
but these losses still had to be 
funded. This funding was done 
through Barings’ London office. 
It may be reasonable feat fund- 
ing of hidden losses of a few mil- 
lion pounds a day (which would 


be included in the huge overall 
funding) would not to be noticed 
on a day-to-day basis; but as 
these losses accumulate gradu- 
ally, the overall funding would 
increase in parallel. 

If Barings had bad in place a 
regular report comparing the 
total positions against the total 
funding, a gradually increasing 
gap would have been seen and it 
would have been possible to take 
the necessary action before it 
became too late. 

Yours, 

Ado. Dede - 
Senior Manager 
Hupuiy Department 

Daiwa Europe Limited 
London, EC4 


Sting too rich 
to notice? 

From Mr Christopher Burley 
Sir. W!as Sting too rich to notice 
his ex-accountant, Keith Moore, 
had stolen over £6m. for which 
Keith Moore has been sent to 
prison for six years? As Stints 
solicitor and the person involved 
in recovering nearly all the stolen 
monies (report, 18 October), 
hopefully the following descrip- 
tion of the fraud will put the 
record straight 
All Sting’s and his companies’ 
income received in respect of his 
career was paid . into bank 
accounts on which only Sting or 
his wife could sign. This was 
except for very specific and safe- 
guarded situations, such as pay- 
ing tax, VAT and tour expenses. 
As this was the case and as Sting 
signed thousands of individual 
cheques over the years, like any- 
one else having bank accounts he 
felt in complete control of them. 
Keith Moore, as his accountant, 
had the responsibility for review- 
ing Sting’s bank statements and 
to advise Sting on where his 
monies should go. No one else 
received copies of Sting’s bank 
statements, not only because his 

personal finances are confidential 
to him, his accountant and the tax 
authorities, but because as Sting 
and his wife controlled those 
accounts there was no reason for 
anyone else to be involved. 


Keith Moore not only 
defrauded Sting, but also various 
bankers, a publishing company 
and the Inland Revenue. The fact 
that he managed to. defraud so 
many normally careful business 
people illustrates the devious 
and clever nature of the fraud, 
which was practised by Keith 
Moore under the umbrella of a 
large number of banks and bank 
accounts. Sucb bank accounts 
are not unusual for an interna- 
tionally successful' music artist, 
with large amounts of income 
being received and legitimate 
expenses being paid out con- 
stantly. Neither Sting nor anyone 
else would spot a fraud winch 
took the Fraud Squad three years 
to prove. 

It was a clever fraud perpe- 
trated against many people. 
However, with my help, that of 
Nick Vainer of Frere Cholmeley 
Bischaff and that of Sting’s man- 
ager, Miles Copeland, nearly all 
the money has been recovered. 
The monies were not recovered 
from the people who benefited 
from the fraud, but from people 
who were taken in by Keith 
Moore and who, sadly for them, 
have had to refund Sting out of 
their own, albeit corporate, 
pockets. 

Yours faithfully, 

Christopher Burley 
Burley and Co 
Solxatois 
London, WC2 
18 October 
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What are women to make of Farrakhan? No gunpowder 

The black male crisis of identity will not be solved by demanding a return to traditional gender roles follt pfenty Olf plot 


F or the first lime in a generation, 
black America has this week put 
itself on the mainstream map. For the 
media, the most striking thing about 
Monday's Million Man March on 
Washington was that all of the 400,000 
present were black. But just as import- 
ant for the long-term may be the fact 
that they were all men. Whereas Mar- 
tin Luther King’s rally three decades 
ago embraced black and white, women 
as wen as men, Louis Farrakhan s 
march kept women away. No longer 
is one emancipation - that of race - 
automatically Imked to that of gender. 

The reason is ample. The crisis 
besetting America’s black community 
is a crisis of black masculinity. The col- 
lapse of the US's manufacturing base 
since the Fifites has hit unskilled 
black men the hardest. By 1964, the 
year after King's mar ch oil Washing- 
ton, black unemployment was r unning 
at 12 per cent, more than double the 
rate for whites - and one reason why 
King, when he was assassinated, was 
turning to jobs as the key issue. (Sid- 
ney WUhebn, author of Who Needs the 
Negro?, describes the shift thus:- 
“ Increasingly he [the black man] is not 
so much exploited as he is irrelevant 
The dominant whites no longer need 
to exploit the black minority.'') Today, 
while black unemployment rates over- 
all are static at 113 per cent, teenage 
black unemployment is 36.4 per cent, 
almost two and a half times the rate 
for white teenagers. 

Economic redundancy is not the 
only problem. It has been matched by 
redundancy in the family: 68 per cent 


of black households are now headed 
by single mothers, and with one in 
three black men under 30 in prison, or 
on probation or parole, a wider pro- 
cess of disconnection is under way. 

In the UK there are similar trends.' 


A report published by the TUC this 
week, aptly called Black and Betrayed, 
found that if you are blade you are. 



more than twice as likely to be unem- 
ployed as whites- In London it is even 
worse, with three out of five young 
black men unemployed- 

Here, many people respond by 
wanting to push forward the liberal 
agenda of rights. But in the US many 
see the emergence of Farrakhan as a 
straightforward result of the failure of 
the liberal agenda. A survey by the 
Washinton Post found that 81 per cent 
of blade Americans feel there is a 
dearth of black American leaders 
capable of articulating black con- 
cerns. Old civil rights organisations are 
seen to have been tried and found 
wanting. The OJ Simpson trial vividly 
captured the racist underbelly of white 
America. Many of the tools by which 
King and others hoped his dream 
would come true have crumbled. Even 
the success story of the past 30 years 
- the burgeoning black American 
middle class - are resentful because 
they have gained income but are still 
denied respect 

We are now seeing the results of this 
swing away from the liberal agenda. 
One indicator is a shift in language 
away from rights towards responsibil- 
ity, self-reliance and self-esteem. 
Another is the emphasis on enterprise, 


The opportunity is 
lost for black men to 
learn self reliance 
from their women 


which appeals to Farrakhan's numer- 
ous midale-class supporters. Accord- 
ing to one poll, 69 per cent of the peo- 
ple on the march had an annual 
income of more than 530,000 and 59 
per cent had attended college. 

However, the key point is that for 
Farrakhan and bis followers the pri- 
ority is liberation from within rather 
than from the outside, pluck* must all 
become agents of their own destiny 
and the black community of men, in 
particular, needs to sort itself out. 

Fhrrakhan’s appeal to blade men to 
take pride in themselves once again, 
to reclaim their communities and be 
responsible to their families is one that 
many black women will endorse. After 
all, many have struggled for years to 
be the best possible mothers to their 
children, and have kept their commun- 


ities going against the odds while 
many black men have gone astray. 
Monday’s events may lead to the re- 
direction of energies that Farrakhan 
pleaded for, that blacks should organ- 
ise, register to vote, join political par- 
ties, shape their own destiny. 

This was more than a plea for black 
activism. Instead of seeking salvation 
through the constitutional system, 
blade America must, in Rurakban's 
view, reject the slave mentality of a vic- 
tim group calling for rights and entitle- 
ments. They must recognise that rights 
without responsibilities are meaning- 
less. This is, of course, a subliminaljy 
threatening message for the white 
majority, precisely because Farrahkan 
is arguing that blades should no longer 
depend on them. In this sense the pol- 
itics he espouses symbolises a shift 
away from a culture ofvictimbood to 
power politics. 

Yet, modern as bis politics is and in 
ways that white commentators have 
found hard to appredate, his argu- 
ment is profoundly flawed. In the first 
place history suggests that h is not 
often- wise for minorities to dedare 
war on majorities or to fry to separate 
themselves off, especially when, as is 
the case in America, the white major- 
ity feels profoundly insecure about its 
own jobs and prospects. In South 
Africa, for example, the blade leader- 
ship took extraordinary pains to 
ensure their movement did not 
become a separatist one. 

Perhaps more important in the long 
run is Farrakhan 's failure to offer a 
convincing analysis on gender. His 


message offers little to the thousands 
of American black women entrepren- 
eurs, nor to (he girls who are doing 
better in school than their male peers. 
They may sympathise with the agenda 
of self-reliance and personal respon- 
sibility, and the demand for better 
behaviour from black men, but they 
are unlikely to buckle down to trad- 
itional and submissive roles. And his 
gender blindness also means lhai the 
opportunity is lost for black men to 
learn the virtues of self reliance and 
responsibility from the women in their 
communities. 

Many of these tensions are appar- 
ent in Britain, as welL Here, many 
young black women ask why they 
need black men at all, if (hey cannot 


such as the Voice run stories about the 
unsuitability of African Caribbean 
men as partners to their women. Sim- 
ilar trends are apparent in the white 
community, but the debate becomes 
particularly acute among a group that 
is still unsure of its identity. 

In Britain Earrakhan’s politics has 
yet to strike many chords, except per- 
haps in one or two London boroughs. 
But the style and the themes are likely 
to reverberate here soon, not least 
because the underlying causes of dis- 
connection are also evident This is wty 
we should take note. For Farrakhan & 
not just emblematic of the new black 
politics, he is also a mirror of the new 
white male Christian movements to 
redefine and shore up masculinity, and 
the busting apart of the old certainties 
of race and gender politics. 


Risks from oral contraception never match the drama of the scare stories, argues Polly Toynbee 

The pill is still a girl’s best friend 


'T'he pill panic is on, again. Yester- 
JL day the Committee on Safety of 
Medicines warned that seven brands 
of low-dose oral contraceptive cany a 
greater risk of thrombosis than other 
types. We have been here before, and 
no doubt wewiBbehere again. In the 
darker cornets of our cultural under- 
growth there lurks a powerful puri- 
tanical instinct, eager to believe that 
the pill is bad for you, it wifl kill you 
- in effect, you will die of the promis- 
cuity that the pill precipitated in the 
Sixties. The Pbpesaid t^^me jibout 
syphilis when it first swept across f 
Europe. Homophobes said it about 
Aids in the Eighties: death and disease 
are the wages of sex 
But there is far more to fear from 
fear itself. The previous major pill 
scare in 1983 was followed a few 
months later by a high peak of 
unwanted pregnancies and abortions, 
mainly in the 16 to 29 age group. Preg- 
nant women are still more than twice 
as likely to get a thrombosis as women 

The pill gives. an 
increased protection 
against endometrial 
and ovarian cancers 

who have been taking any of the seven 
contraceptive pills implicated yester- 
day. 

It was a big panic about thrombo- 
sis that led women in 1977 to move 
from high-dose to such low-dose pills, 
in the correct belief that they offered 
a lower risk. Yesterday’s report shows 
that one group of the low-dose pills 
carries less risk than another. How- 
ever. the feet is that more women may 
be put at greater risk of thrombosis as 
3 result of another anti-pill panic. A 
million and a half women take these 
seven low-dose pills. Thirty out of 
every 100,000 of them will get a 
venous thrombosis -some 450 women 
in all. But the risk of death from that 
is exceedingly low. 1 per cent, or four 
io five women a year. 

While this does represent nearly 
double the risk of other forms of con- 
traceptive pill, and six times that for 
women not on any oral contraceptive, 
the pill has other health benefits. less 
often stressed than its risks. Thkang it 
for even a relatively short period of 
time gives an increased long-term 
protection against endometrial and 
ovarian cancers. The benefits of this 
protection far outweigh the risks of 
thrombosis, even of those more dan- 
gerous pills listed yesterday. Ovarian 
ameer is the most common gynaeco- 



Tlme to remember: the days when the pfil promised unlimited sexual freedom 


logical cancer. 6,000 women are diag- 
nosed with it every year and about 
4,300 die of iL The pul halves the risk 
of getting ovarian cancer and this pro- 
tective effect lasts for 15 years after 
ceasing to take it. 

A quarter of aO women of child- 
bearing age rely on the piD, and the 
great majority of them are in the 
younger age groups, who suffer least 
risk of thrombosis - though it 
increases if they smoke. Sterilisation 
is a slightly more popular method of 
contraception: 12 per cent of women 
and 12 per cent of men, mainly in then 
mid-thirties and upwards, choose this 
more drastic method. Seventeen per 
cent rely on the condom, 5 per cent on 
the IUD. 

Over the years since the pul was mat 
made widely available, there las been 
a hast of scare stories. Some have been 
well-founded, based on serious 
research, as with yesterday's report. 
The problem is- often not with the 
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research but with the way it is pre- 
' seated, giving women very little chance 
to assess this minor risk in their lives 
against other far greater hazards. 

But other reports, such as the two 
studies published in the Lancet that set 
off the 1983 scare, have not been sub- 
stantiated by later research. Those two 
linked pfll use with breast and cervi- 
cal cancer. The cervical study has since 
been more or less dismissed. Con- 
flicting research failed to prove an 
association with breast cancer, but to 
be on the safe side the Family Plan- 
ning Association advises doctors to 
mention a “possible but unproven 
connection". 

Some pill panics have been trivial, 
fij-researched frighteners gleaned by 
headline-hungry newspapers from 
obscure reports. The trouble with 
medical scares in the press is that they 
tend to linger, a vague, unanswered 
worry rattling about m the back of the 
mind, never quite refuted or con- 


firmed, except perhaps in the small 
print of specialist medical publications 
that don't reach the public eye. 

How many false alarms can you 
think of over the years about the 
causes of cancer, oot- death, schizo- 
phrenia or spina bifida which made a 
splash on the day, but then faded away, 
unresolved? The mythology of the pfll 
is Uttered with these shadowy fears and 
factoids, half-remembered headlines, 
rumour, gossip, supposition and super- 
stition. 

It used to be said knowingly, for 
instance, that it is not a good idea to 
stay on the pill for many years with- 
out a break. Especially where women 
started taking it in their teens, the 
word was that they might risk infer- 
tility, the natural rythm of their bod- 
ies would be destroyed for ever. 
Nature is not mocked, goes the notion, 
and if you mess with it too violently for 
too long, it will retaliate. 

Not so. That is a theory long since 


discredited. The Family Planning 
Association asserts confidently that for 
healthy non-smoking women there is 
no clear reason not to take the pill 
right up to the menopause. 

Every time there is a panic, the use 
of the pill drops. It reached an all-time 
high of 29 per cent before the first 
thrombosis scare and dipped to 22 per 
cent in the mid-Eigbties. It remains, 
however, the most popular contra- 
ceptive method by far among the 
young, who favour it because it is so 
easy, and so unproblematical - sex 
without the awkwardness of revealing 
premeditated intent! No strings, noth- 
ing need be said or done, sex without 
embarrassment. 

But it is precisely this simplicity that 
worries people. As the Sunday Tele- 
graph pronounced during the 1983 
scare: “There is no such thing as a free 
lunch ... Mother Nature wants to 
cool our hot little heels over the pfll. 
ticking us off with a warning that it is 
Dot a green light for licence." That 

Women are given little 
chance to assess this 
minor risk against 
other hazards 


underlying feeling permeates the glee 
with which the media fall upon anti- 
pfll stories, while conspicuously fail- 
ing to give front-page headlines to the 
studies that have shown its beneficial 
effects. 

Women themselves these days tend 
to fear the pill because it feels unnat- 
ural. Gross hormonal interference 
with the rythms of the body goes 
against the grain in an age when peo- 
ple flock to natural remedies, home- 
opathic medicines, herbal teas and 
anything labelled “whole" and 
“organic’’. 

Men have always feared the pQl 
because it gave women their freedom. 
Nervously, men joked about it and 
pretended it gave them freedom for 
unbridled rapacious sex, but in truth 
it was women's sexuality that was lib- 
erated by it Fear of pregnancy and all 
the social constructs that entailed 
kept women in their submissive social 
place. The mi is women's best friend, 
and it is time they learned to overcome 
their mistrust and love it as they 
should. 

Each new scare deserves to be 
taken seriously, but it needs to be put 
into proper perspective. It is quite 
wrong to think Mother Nature knows 
best In matters of women's fertility, 
she is the enemy. 


Generation Why 


by Tony Reeve and Steve 
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T here were amazing scenes 
in the House of Commons 
yesterday when the Home Sec- 
retary. a Mr Michael Howard, 
claimed that he had absolutely 
no responsibility for the so- 
called Gunpowder Plot, in 
which Guy Brakes, a Roman 
Catholic dissident, together 
with several other of his funda- 
mentalist terrorist brethren, had 
nearly succeeded in blaming up 
the Houses of Parliament. Yes- 
terday's debate sought to estab- 
lish who was to blame for the 
near-debacle, and all eyes were 
on Mr Howard as he rase to 
defend himself. 

“I proudly maintain," said 
Michael Howard Esquire, as he 
faced his critics, “that in this, as 
in many other thing - nay. in all 
other things - I am totally 
blameless. It has always been 
my policy to safeguard the 
process of democracy. To pro- 
tect the throne, lb fight for the 
security of the nation. And to 
torture anyone who might be a 
danger to the English.” 

Amid cries of “Shame!”, 
“Nonsense!", and “AD right, 
Mr Smany Pants Esquire, who 
is to blame, pray?" Mr How- 
ard's voice was heard shouting 
above the hubbub. 

“I tell you, torture works! 
Torture works! Torture does 
work! AD ye liberal backsliders 
and ye lily-livered do-gooders, 
who would fain let the streets of 
London run free with miscre- 
ants and assassins, listen to this! 
When a man is tortured so far 
that he cannot walk nor even 
rise again, or when he is even 
dead, then 1 say unto you: this 
man will not re-offend! This is 
the language they understand! 
Do you think Guy Brakes will 
be back on the streets hawking 
his bombs and explosives again? 
I think not. You see, hanging, 
drawing and quartering works!" 

An Opposition member sug- 
gested that Mr Howard might 
consider the notion of torturing 
or hanging, drawing and quar- 
tering people before they actu- 
ally committed any crimes, so 
that the public could be 100 per 
cent safe. 

“Oh, ye may laugh, sirrah." 
retorted’ Howard hotly, “but 
this is a notion at which we are 
looking very nearly, and 1 am in 
high hopes of opening several 
establishments where young 
miscreants may receive a short, 
sharp shock." 

Upon a member inquiring 
what kind of short, sharp shock, 
the Home Secretary said it was 
the kind that was administered 
by a large axe to the back of the 
neck. There was much cheering 
and laughing at this. 

“Tb return to the subject of 
the motion," said another mem- 
ber. “can the Home Secretary 
explain how these men came to 
be in the vaults beneath the 
Chamber, and who, in the last 
resort was responsible?" 

“L sir, am responsible for the 
safe arrest of the men," said Mr 


Howard, “and for the security 
arrangements that prevented 
the disaster. For any short- 
comings, 1 am not responsible." 

Amid cries of “Then who is. 
Old Four-Eyes?", Mr Howard 
went on: 

“As you well know, I have 
dismissed the head of the Gov- 
ernment Torture Service, Mr 
Lewis, and I consider him res- 
ponsible for all shortcomings. 
He should have elicited all this 
information tty torture long 
before 5 November. Ye buck 
stoppeth with him." 

The Leader of the Opposi- 
tion pointed out that Mr Lewis 
had repeatedly complained that 
he was not allowed to continue 
his normal operations when 
Mr Howard interrupted at 
every turn. 

“Indeed," he went on, “Mr 
Lewis has informed us that the 
Home Secretary was wont to 
enter the torture sessions un- 
bidden and lake a hand with 
the rack and thumbscrew per- 
sonally, breaking a bone here. 



stretching a sinew there. What 
has he to tell us on this subject? 
How can he maintain that he 
never interfered with opera- 
tions when it was as clear as the 
blue on a blackbird's egg that 
he has persistently meddled 
with the day-to-day running of 
the torture service? Was it not 
time for him to resign?" 

“Never!" cried Mr Howard. 
“I am not a resigning man! It 
was Mr Lewis’s fault! It was Mr 
Fawkes’s fault! It was the fault 
of the King! But never mine!" 

Upon someone inquiring 
bow it could be the Kings fault, 
Mr Howard said that Parlia- 
ment was royal property, and 
ultimately the responsibility 
was the monarch's. Maybe God 
was to blame. Or perhaps the 
French, with their nicked papist 
ways. But not him. 

“Perhaps we could ask for 
Mr Lewis himself to appear 
before the House to explain 
the way he hath seen things, 
and to chronicle his part in the 
events," said the Leader of the 
Opposition. 

“That will not be possible," 
said Mr Howard, explaining 
that after his dismissal as head 
of tbe Government Tbrture 
Service, Mr Lewis had been 
routinely arrested and tortured 
in his turn, and was now in no 
state to testify. He had, how- 
ever, luckily confessed to blame 
for the Gunpowder Plot before 
expiring, and Mr Howard now 
considered the matter dosed. 


Abbey Life made 
sure he wasn't left 
counting the cost of 
a critical illness 




Ever; 40 seconds an adnlt is hit by a life-threatening illness, 
OVCT 50% survive. If you had cancer, a heart attack or 

stroke the last thing you’d want is financial worries. 

With Critical Illness Cover from Abbey Life, you would receive 
a single cash payment when you survive 28 days after diagnosis;, 
which could be enough to help you get back on your feet - or even 
pay off the mortgage. 

To find out more about Critical Illness Cover call now. 
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IN BRIEF 


Bankers Trust president resigns 

Eugene Shanks resigned yesterday as president of Bankers Trust, 
which has been bit by heavy losses and scandals in its key de- 
rivatives business. Frank Newman, until last month part of the 
Clinton administration, took over as president. The chair man, 
Charles Sanford, has already announced his retirement for next 
spring. Several Bankers Trust clients sued last year over losses 
related to derivatives transactions. Bankers Thist client ride man- 
agement. which is mostly derivatives trading, made a Sim prof- 
it in the third quarter after losing $171m in the previous two. 
Overall third-quarter trading revenue rase to $257m. 

Buffett to sell part of Salomon stake 

Legendary US investor Warren Buffett said yesterday he will 
cash m a portion of his investment in Salomon, the WbJl Street 
investment bank he helped rescue from a Treasury market scan- 
dal in the early 1990s. Mr Buffett opted to turn in part of his 
convertible preferred shares for SI 40m cash. 

Mowfem chief quits 

Mowlcm, the construction group which owns London City Air- 
port, announced (he resignation of its chief executive, John Mar- 
shall. following heavy first half losses. Mr Marshall wall leave 
the company with a pay-off thought to be worth about £200,000. 
Negotiations continue with two potential buyers for the airport 
in London’s former Royal docks. 
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Aran falls to £203m Statoil bid 

Aran Energy, the 1 rish oil company, has succumbed to (be £203m 
takeover bid made earlier this week by Statoil, the Norwegian 
state-owned group. The offer trumped a £182m hostile attack 
by Arco of the US, which bowed out of the fight 

Rubicon buys Calder for £94m 

Rubicon, the precison engineering group, is paying £94m for 
Calder. the engineering and industrial materials company. The 
enlarged group will have a market value of £ 152m and combined 
sales of more than £25 Om. Rubicon is raising an additional £15m 
though the issue of 9 million new shares at a price of 1 68p. After 
the deal Rubicon will have five divisions: specialist castings; met- 
al fabrications; magnets; and aluminium alloys. 

Vehicle output down 

Motor vehicle production fell in September, according to the 
Central Statistical Office. Total output in the third quarter was 
2.9 per cent lower than in the previous year . Home produc- 
tion has fallen 13.3 per cent Production for export has risen 
12.0 per cent over the year, but fell in both August and 
September. Engineering industry sales rose 2-6 per cent in the 
three months to August with the increase dominated by exports. 
But orders in August itself were 4.2 per cent lower than a year 
earlier. 

Motor Show, page 25 

Less work for receivers 

The number of companies calling in receivers has fallen to its 
lowest level since 1989, according to accountancy firm KPMG. 
There were 416 receiverships in July-September, compared with 
50$ during the same period a year earlier. 


Storm brews over 



MART FAGAN 
and JEREMY WARNER 

A row is brewing over the tax 
treatment of shares in the £3bn 
National Grid flotation, with 
small private shareholders ex- 
pected to lose out heavfly and 
the big tax-exempt pension 
funds reaping rich rewards. 

The Inland Revenue has de- 
termined that the distribution 
of National Grid shares, details 
of which axe to be announced 
today, wiD be treated far tax pur- 
poses as a dividend payment 
That means that private in- 


vestors will have to pay tax on 
the shares regardless of whether 
they sell them. By contrast big 
City institutions wifi be able to 
claim a tax credit from the 
Exchequer. 

The National Grid is owned 
by the 12 regional electricity 
companies in England ana 
Wes. The flotation is to be 

shares pro rata to shareholders 
in the Rees. - 

The tax issue is sure to enrage 
many private shareholders, who 
as normal taxpayers will not be 
able to benefit in the same way 


as the big City pension funds. 

The flotation of die grid mil 
take the form of allocation of 
the shares held by the 12 com- 
panies to their existing share- 
holders. Hie plan was plunged 
into controversy yet again last 
weekend after it emerged that 
electricity executives who have 
shares and share options in the 
12 regional firms stand to make 
millio ns of pounds when the 
grid is floated. 

One Whitehall source said 
the tax issue has nothing to do 
with the grid sate perse. "It may 
be regarded as unfair but that 


is opening up a different argu- 
ment over whether the tax ben- 
efit is just. It is a general point 
and has nothing to do with the 
National Grid,” he said. 

The flotation of the grid has 
been dogged by controversy, 
with government and industry 
wrangling for months over the 
details. Last month -it was an- 
nounced that customers would 
receive a £50 rebate after the 
flotation in spite of strong op- 
lition from the regional 


.The £50 rebate, although re- 
garded by minis ters as a tri- 


umph, was marred by an en^ 
barrassing row over “fill cats 
in the privatised utilities after 
grid directors resisted minate- 
rial pressure to waive then- 

share of the special dividends. 

David Jefferies, chairman ot 
the National Grid Company, 
stands to make £190,000 from 
the dividend payable on his 
shares while three other direc- 
tors will get payments of 
£125,000 between them. 

Their decision to take the 
profit is known to have in- 
censed Tim Eggar, Minister 
■ for Energy and Industry, and. 


also angered executives m some 
of the 12 regional firms- . 

A spokesman for National 
Grided that 50p,.ndr«duab 
■below board level m lhc 

also owned shares and are 
jy entitled to the dividend . 
Mr Jefferies said recently 
that he felt “no guilt whatsoev- 
er" about his expend gains, 
adding: “I feel simply that what 
I choose to do with the money 
will be my decision. 

He said he felt strong- 
er that the freedom of the 
individual shareholder was at 
stake. 


Crisis management: 30 million shares traded as Keswick brothers come to terms with embarrassing failure 


Trafalgar 
claims full 


Hongkong 

support 


TOM STEVENSON 

Deputy City Editor 

Almost 30 million Trafalgar 
House shares changed hands 
yesterday, the second day of 
heavy volumes, as the former 
Footsie stock became “the best 
punt in the market’' according 
to one dealer. The shares fell 
sharply to a low of 17p as the 
market dismissed an assurance 
from the company that it re- 
tained the support of its largest 
shareholder, Hongkong Land, 
but quickly recovered ground as 

bargain-hunters moved into the 
market. 

Speculation turned to the 
future of Cunard, the loss-mak- 
ing shipping tine that is now 
lbjywell 
_ the dis- 
_ oftheRitz 
otel for £75m. Analysts 
warned, that 4j3nnQw$d dis- 
posal of the line, which owns the 
QE2, would achieve nothing if, 
as expected, it foiled to achieve 
the value at which the business 
is quoted in Trafalgar’s books. 

As expected, the troubled 
shipping, engineering and con- 
struction conglomerate re- 
sponded to a recent flurry of 
market rumours about its fi- 
nancial viability by issuing a 
statement confirming the sup- 
port of Hongkong Land the 
Jardine Matheson associate 
that took a 26 per cent stake in 
1992 The statement, thought to 
have been forced on the com- 
pany by the Stock Exchange, 
was intended to stem a stream 
of selling pressure that has 
wiped away three-quarters of 
the value of Trafalgar since the 
beginning of the year. 

Much of the recent specula- 
tion has focused on Trafalgar 5 s 
ability to pay dividends on both 
its ordinary and convertible 
preference shares. Yesterday 
the company confirmed that, al- 


though no decisions had been 
taken, “on the basis of infor- 
mation currently available it is 
doubtful whether an ordinary 
dividend will be declared or 
whether we will make the pay- 
ments on the -cumulative pref- 
erence shares on 31 December 
1995 and 31 January 1996.'’ The 
prefc closed 125p lower at 
41.75p. 

Nigel Rich, chief executive, 
also warned: “Results for the 
second half of the year ended 30 
September wifi reflect the con- 
tinuing poor performance of 
four businesses for which we re- 
ported operating lapses at the in- 
terim stage. The gfobp's overall 
operating loss for the second half 

will be very considerably greater 

than the first-half derating 
loss.” In June, the company 
shocked the marked with alarg- 
er-thah-eSpecie<fT&sOf £4Sm ( 
for the six months to March. ' 

Mr Rich tried to quell fears 
that any future rights issue to . 
bolster Trafalgar’s shattered 
balance sheet would not be 
supported by Hongkting Land. 
“Hongkong Land has con- 
firmed that it remains a long- 
term investor and is supportive 
of the actions management is 
taking.” 

Analysts welcomed the com- 
pany’s attempt to dear the air 
after the fercrish speculation 
that bad swirled around the 
market in recent weeks, but they 
remained in the dark about the 
true extent of Trafalgar's prob- 
lems. Forecasts suggest that a 
full-year loss of at least £75m 
wffl be announced in December 
but brokers admitted their es- 
timates are largely guesswork. 

“How much they Jose in 1995 
is academic’’ one said. “What we 
really want to know, is how 
much they can make after- 
wards and if the balance sheet 
can hold until then.” 
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Taipans with egg on their faces 


No one has come out of the spi- 
ralling crisis at Trafalgar House 
lookmgparticuiarly Sever, but 
few have as much egg on their 
face as Simon and Henry 
Keswick, taipans of the Jardine 
Matheson trading empire and 
just about the most powerful 
Britons in Hong Kong, writes 
Tbm Stevenson. 

Their investment in Trafal- 
gar House in 1992, vjaJardme’s 
30 per cent owned subsidiary 
Hongkong Land, was to have 
been an insurance policy for the 
company made famous, in 
James QaveU’s novel of the' 
same name, as the colony’s 
Noble House. 

In the run-up to the Chinese 
takeover of Hong Kong in 
1997, Trafalgar was to have 
been the base for the Keswicks” 
global business ambitions, a 


goal that has proved horribly 
wide of the mark. It is not the 
first time the Keswicks have, 
stumbled - although with an 
investment of £300m for a 26 
per cent slake in a company 
worth three quarters of that, it . 
has been a particularly em- 
barrassing failure. 

Bat* in the 1960s Henry 
Keswick was widely credited 
with failing to take advantage 
of Hong Kong’s rapid expan- 
sion into the New ‘territories. 
The company them invested in 
British property just before 
Ihe early 1970s crash and Jar- 
dine rapidly declined in power 
and wealth. 

The group continued to per- 
form poorly under Henry’s 
successor, David Newbiggiog, 
when Hongkong Land came 
close to going bust and 


takeover by Chinese entrepre- 
neurs threatened until the dan 
reasserted control, sacking 
Newbigging and installing 
Henry’s youngest brother 
Simon. 

Since then, the 1980s eco- 
nomic boom in Hong Kong has 
allowed the group to prosper, 
making more money for Jar- 
dine and the Keswicks than in 
the. whole of its previous his- 
tory. Success has come de- 
spite the transfer of the group’s 
domicile from Hong Kong to 
Bermuda in 1984, a move 
which has been both cause 
and effect of a deteriorating re- 
lationship between Jardine and 
the Chinese authorities. 

Jardine and the Chinese 
have been conducting a tense 
stand-off for 1 60 years now, so 
Henry Keswick’s fabled hatred 


Economy: Pressure mounts for further reduction in borrowing costs as housing slump claims another corporate victim 

Receivers move in at 
Cornerstone chain 


Slowdown boosts rate cut hopes 


JOHN WILLCOCK 

Financial Correspondent 

The remaining 70 branches of 
what was once the UK's 
largest privately owned estate 
agency. Cornerstone, were put 
into receivership yesterday 
with the loss of 250 jobs and 
emphasising the housing 
slump. 

Cornerstone has already sold 
off its other 280-odd branches 
over the last year or so main- 
ly to small independent agen- 
cies. Over 200 of those sold still 
have the Cornerstone name but 
are unaffected by the re- 
ceivership and will continue to 
trade normally. 

Cornerstone was the subject 
of a £7Jm management buy 
oat from Abbey National two 
years ago ItyTboy Snarey and 
Bill McClintocfc. At that time 
Cornerstone had 347 offices 
and L800 staff. Abbey lost a to- 
tal of over£240m on the chain 
between its launch in 1987 
and Abbey’s withdrawal from 
the estate agency market in Au- 
gust 1993. 

The latest receivership con- 
firms a trend in which small etr 
late agents have been able to 
buy back the same offices they 
sold to large institutions' in 
the 1980s for inflated prices. 


Many of the large chains cre- 
ated in the boom such as the 
800-strong Prudential Proper- 
ty Services have since dismte- 
! sold back to small 


Mi Snarey was understood 
to be angry about yesterday's 
receivership, and was par- 
ticularity cntidal of Govern- 
ment policy towards the 
housing sector. 

Those offices now in re- 
ceivership are mainly in the 
West Country and on the South 
Coast. Cornerstone was large- 
ly supported by the giant Swiss 
insurer Winterthur Life, for- 
merly Provident Life, which 
funded the MBO. 

The branches will dose, al- 
though receivers Ernst & 
Young assured customers that 
current transactions will con- 
tinue. Around 40 staff are be- 
ing kept on in a number of 
offices to complete the existing 
workload. 

The receivers have said they 
have already received 100 ap- 
proaches from potential buyers. 

Joint receiver Alan Lovett of 
Ernst & Young said: * One of 
our first concerns is to promote 
a point of contact for the Cor- 
nerstone customers affected 
by the receivership. 

“A number of offices in the 


West Country and on the south 
coast will remain open to en- 
sure that all current housing 
transactions and related issues 
are dealt with efficiently.” 

Mr Lovett said a communi- 
cations programme would be 
put in place to contact cus- 
tomers directly affected. 

The receivers said it was 
"early days" to speculate about 
whether all the workers would 
be made redundant; they 
would be assessin g the viabil- 
ity of the 70 branches in the 
hope of saving as many jobs as 
possible. 

Cornerstone made losses of 
ro 
l 1 

then housing transactions have 
fallen by a quarter. 

Before moving to Corner- 
stone Mr Snarey helped Roy- 
al Insurance to build up an 
800-strong chain in the 1980s, 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

There was a modest boost to 
hopes of a cut in base rates yes- 
terday from figures showing a 
slowdown in broad money 
growth and a business survey re- 
porting weaker orders. 

The annual rate of growth in 
M4 fell last month for the fast 
time this year. In the latest pub- 
lished monetary minutes, both 
Kenneth Clarke, Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, and Eddie 
George, Governor of the Bank 
of England, had noted that 
rapid monetary growth was a 
potential cause for concern. 


Economic slowdown was the 
message of a British Chambers 
of Commerce survey. The level 
of domestic orders m Juty-Sep- 
tember was the lowest in two 
years, with manufacturing 
weaker than services for the first 
time in two years. “The engine 
of recovery is r unning out of 
steam,” according to the survey. 

However, Robin Geldard, 
president of the BCC, said a 
shortage of capacity meant the 
Chancellor should not stimulate 
the economy. To do so would 
bring the risk of inflation. 

Bank of England figures 
showed that broad money grew 
at 8J2 per cent in the 12 months 


to September, a rate still near 
the top of the government's 3- 
9 per cent monitoring range. 
The annualised three-month 
growth of M4 — taken as the best 
indicator of short-term trends 
- also fell but remained at 9 .5 
per cent. 

Although mortgage lending 
by banks and building societies 
remained depressed, there was 
a big jump in other lending by 
the big British banks. It rose to 
£23bn in September from 
£942m the previous month. 

One reason forthc tiro of the 
rise in lending was a jump in 
loans to leasing companies, 
which soared to £657m. 


£20m a year between 
and its sale in 1993. Since 


Row over housing ‘recovery 


Nicctcum 

A row broke out between mort- 
gage lenders and housing ana- 

VKtfwtm nup i* mliothpr 


account of loans repaid, fell 18 
per cent to £614m from £750m. 
Adrian Coles, director general 
of the BSA, said: “The figures 


at HSBC Greenwell. The most 
important figures were those for 
new mortgage commitments. 
T^ e seasonally adjusted fig- 
ichigh- 



. iW -43E35ES5? jaaSsS-s srSSSn®* 

reinvested the money m the tember lending figures showed from new lend*"® IS? sbt ? w ? ncc Cheltenham & 


Cornerstone MBO. But tty 
then .the housing slump had 
taken hold and has stubborn- 
ly refused to improve. 

A customer helpline has been set 
up, telephone 01734-522431 


the market was still in crisis. 

The Building Societies As- 
sociation said net new com- 
mitments, or promises of new 
loans, slipped to £2^6bn last 
month from £272bu in Au- 
gust Net lending, which takes 


the British Ba 



Their views hu ^ P 1 ^ ^ rebound 


of Hong Kong's communist 
neighbour is nothing new for 
the company. Founded in 1832 
by William Jardine, a Scottish 
surgeon with a bent for trade, 
Jardine has a long and not en- 
tirety distinguished history. 

It bought the first patch of 
land to be sold on Hong Kong, 
when the island became a 
colony in 1842. By then Jardine 
was heavily involved in the 
opium trade with China and 
helped to push Britain into the 
opium wars of the 1840s to pro- 
tect its trade. The Chinese 
have never forgotten. 

It is easy to see why Henry 
and Simon Keswick wanted to 
loosen the tie with the colony 
in which their family has pros- 
pered for so long. But Thais was 
hardly the getaway vehicle they 
would have chosen. 
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Why Jardine is unlikely to pull the plug 


COMMENT 


“It is quite something 
when one of the once 
great names of British 
industry becomes 
nothing more than a 
penny stock punt for 
he spiwier end of the 
stock market” 


I t >s quite something when Tra falgar House, 
once one of the great names of British in- 
dustry, becomes nothing more than a pen- 
ny stock pant for the spiwier end of the «3rv ~k 


firmed that to be the case. 

It is no surprise that cocktail party gossip 
in the colony’s dying days is all about the 
Keswicks* latest disaster, the collapse of Jar- 
dine Matbeson’s escape tunnel from the Chi- 
nese authorities that the so-called Noble 
House has always failed to appease. There 
are few places where loss of face stings so 
harshly. 

What is most remarkable is the way that, 
so for. Henry and Simon Keswick have sur- 
vived the loss to Jardine's shareholders of 
so much of their investment in Trafs. Maybe 
the bargain hunters that swept the shares off 
their lows yesterday are right to gamble that 
the brothers would never dare to crystallise 
the loss of the £300m they have poured in 
to the sinking conglomerate since 1992. In 
the context of a giant trading empire such 
as Jardine, £300m may not be life-threat- 
ening but h is the sort of fouled-up invest- 
ment that would rightly be the end of many 
a chief executive. 

dinging on and hoping for the best is 
unlikely to be a realistic option for 
Hongkong Land, the subsidiary through 
which Jardine took the Rl-concerved stake. 
If Trafs is to survive its current deep-seated 


problems it must pare down to its contract- 
ing and engineering core, selling off Cunard 
and Ideal the housebuilder, and inject 
enough new cash to convince customers the 
company has a viable future. Jardine must 
risk throwing good money after bad. 

If Trafs were a manufacturing business, 
the strength of its product might be enough 
to pull it through. But in engineering and 
contracting, confidence is all - customers will 
simply not consider placing orders with a 
company under a doad as large and dark as 
that hanging over Trafalgar. 

The other reason Jardine will probably 
avoid pulling the plug is the doubt doing so 
would cast on the company’s whole strategy. 
It has got things wrong before, investing in 
UK property just before the 1970s collapse, 
for example, but with the imminent amval 
of the Chinese m Hong Kong the stakes are 
immeasurably higher this time round. Not 
that Hongkong Land's continued support 
necessarily mates Trafs 7 battered shares any 
more attractive. Only when the full extent 
of the damage to the company's balance 
sheet is revealed in December wiI3 anything 
but the utmost caution be appropriate. 

Thorn music sweeter 
than CBI presidency 


r"phe 
JL on 


CBI is still an i 
organisation but 


and influential 
Colin Southgate, 


chairman of Thom EMI, can hardly be 
blamed for turning down its presidency. Over 
the next year or two, he is going to have his 
work more than cut out Them EMI may not 
yet be in play, but it is pretty dose to iL If 
Sir Colin decides to push ahead with plans 
to demerge the company’s music and TV 
rental businesses, then it certainly wU be. The 
music side, with its galaxy of stars and copy- 
right, is one of the three biggest record la- 
bels in the world and die only one that it is 
even remotely possible to buy. As the mul- 
ti-media- revolution gathers pace, it be- 
comes increasingly attractive. 

Plainly it mates strategic sense to demerge 
the TV rental business, wbich is about as rel- 
evant to music as a ten-bob note. From a 
shareholder value point of view, it also 
mates commercial sense. TV rental and 
music as separately quoted companies would 
almost certainly be worth more than the two 
companies combined. But from the point of 
view of keeping the core mosi c business 
independent and British - which Sir Colin 
is keen to do - it may mate no sense at all. 
Once stripped of TV rental, the music ride 
become even more easy to purchase. There’s 
the conundrum. 

And if the purpose of all this is only one 
of maximising shareholder value, there may 
be better ways of doing it One method 
would be to put the music ride up for sale 
(likely price £5bn plus) and make it subject 
to a trade auction. Certainly Thorn EMI has 


already had approaches along these lines. 
The proceeds could then be handed back to 
shareholders by way of special dividend, 
allowing gross funds to claim a thumping 
great tax credit on top. 

There is, however, one way in which the 
trick of both demerging and remaining 


independent might be accomplished. This 
would be to accompany the demerger with 
the acquisition by the music side of a more 


appropriate business - say in publishing If 
that is what Sir Colin has in mind, it is no 
wonder he hasn’t got time for the CBL 

Clarke wrestles with 
housing conundrum 

Tf enneth Clarke today meets with his Trea- 
XVsury team at the country get-away of Dor- 
neywood with fresh calls for action to help 
the housing market ringing in his ears. 

At first blush, the latest dispatch from the 
battlefront of Arcadia Avenue could hardly 
be gloomier. Cornerstone, the rump of 
what was once the country’ s hugest privately 
owned estate agency chain, went bust yes- 
terday. Meanwhile, building societies said 
that their net len ding had fallen by one-fifth 
in September. Banks also reported a decline 
in their mortgage lending - this in the last 
month before the new mortgage insurance 
provisions came into effect. 

All powerful ammuni tion for the societies 


in their lobbying for help in the Budget. The 
favoured tax break is now the removal of 
stamp duty, which at around £5Q0ra on res- 
idential property would at at least have the 
merit ox not costing an arm and a leg. But 
even if the Chancellor were not in the light 
fiscal corner that he finds himself, he might 
think twice before granting the budding soci- 
eties their wish. There are signs that the 
housing market may already be recovering 
from this year's renewed slump. 

Earlier this month, the Bank of England 
published figures showing a big jump in the 
number of loans approved in August by 
banks and building societies. In fact they 
reached their highest level so for this year. 
We now know that building societies 
increased their loan approvals in September, 
too. 

Not all loan approvals translate into 
actual purchases, but they at least indicate 
whether people are seriously looking for 
houses. Io a few days’ time we'll know 
whether banks also stepped up their loan 
approvals in September. If this is so. it would 
show that August was not just a freak 
month and that the bousing market might 
be poised for revival. 

With so little money to spare. Kenneth 
Clarke is likely to cross his fingers and hope 
that the housing market is set to recover of 
its own accord. If he gets it wrong, he won't 
be the first Chancellor to be misled by the 
green shoots of recovery. 


Nadir’s sister sues 
for £5m damages 


DAVID HELUER 
and JOHN WILLCOCK 

The sister of Asil Nadir, the 
founder of Billy Peek, is to take 
the Serious ftaud Office to 
court for wrongful dismissal 
and false imprisonment Bilge 
Navza twill claim £5m damages. 

In a separate development it 
emerged yesterday that Mr 
Nadir is hoping to instruct Ge- 
offrey Robertson QC, the bar- 
rister best known for his 
defence in the Matrix CburchiD 
trial to prepare a case to have 
the criminal proceedings 
against him dropped. 

Mr Nadir was made person- 
ally bankrupt following the col- 
lapse of his £2bn Folly Peck 
business empire in 1990. The 
SFO subsequently brought 
fraud and theft charges against 
him totalling £3Qm: In 1993 he 
fled to northern Cyprus, which 
has no extradition treaties with 
the UK and where the tycobn : 
enjoys government support. 

The SFO has stressed since 
Mr Nadir’s flight that the 
charges still stand and they are 
ready to hold a trial if or when 
he returns to the UK. 

Mr Nadir will argue that 



Asil Nadir: ‘In tireless 
pursuit of his innocence' . 

there has been an abuse of due 
He will say that privi- 
documents have been 
opened and circulated and that 
there has been so much adverse 
publicity it mates it impossible 
for him to stand a fair trial. 

.. Mrs Navzal issued wjrits yes- 
terday in the High Court against 
tiie Serious Fraud Office and' 
the Metropolitan Police Com- 
jnjsioner. She was alnested in 
connection with allegations - 
later withdrawn- that she was 
Involved in a plot to bride Mr 
Justice Tucker, the judge han- 
dling her brother's trial The 


SFO said yesterday it would be 
defending her writ 
Peter Krivinskas, Mrs 
Navzat’s solicitor, said that his 
client was living in northern 
Cyprus and had been suffering 
depression since her arrest. 

Mr Krivinskas, who also rep- 
resents Mr Nadir, said the Pol- 
ly Peck founder “is working 
tirelessly with a view to estab- 
lishing his innocence. When 
the c riminal case has been 
- thrown out, he will claim com- 
pensation.” 

The SFO is scheduled to go 
to court next month for a pre- 
liminary hearing against Eliza- 
beth Forsyth, Asil Nadir’s 
former business colleague at 
POlly Peck. She returned to the 
UK following Mr Nadir’s flight 
in 1993 to provide evidence to 
the SFO. She is being charged 
on two counts of handling 
stolen gopds. ... 

to&ratb a 

■ co-administrator from accoun- 
tants Coopers & Lybrand, held 
“peace talks” with Mr Nadir. He 
said on Wednesday tbatthe 
talks had been “frank and use- 
ful We are keeping the Hnk (to 
Mr Nadir) open.” 
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Rises in executive 
pay begin to slow 


US 


PETER RODGERS 
Business Editor 

The row over British Gas pay 
and the Greenbuiy report have 
helped to moderate pay rises at 
the lop of British industry, ac- 
cording to a survey by Bacon & 
Woodrow, the actuaries. 

Chief executive salary in- 
creases have slipped back com- 
pared with a year ago, but there 
has been less impact from the 
furore on the pay rises of other 
board members. 

Keith McNeish, introducing 
the survey, said: “The Cedric 
Brown effect - the pressure on 
senior executives pay - has em- 
barrassed companies a little in 
terms of their most highly paid 
individual." 

He believed that all the talk 
about telephone number 
salaries was persuading remu- 
neration committees to say: 
“Let's peg the man at the top", 
even if they had to cany on pay- 
ing the rest of the board above 
the rates of other people. 

The survey also found a 
“spectacular” increase in the 
number of people expecting to 
retire at 60 rather than later. 
This has risen from 55 per cent 


to 77 percent. Mr McNeish said 
it would be interesting to know 
whether this reflected the fact 
that people found the heat of 
the kitchen too strong and 
wanted to get out. 

The survey found total board 
salary packages among 731 
people at 102 companies, in- 
cluding benefits and bonuses, 
rose S per cent, but those of 
chief executives rose only 5.6 per 
cent This narrow differential 
was the most significant finding 
of the survey. 

The average main board di- 
rector now receives a basic 
salary of £123,470 with benefits 


and bonuses taking the total to 
£212,556. Chief executives’ 
awerage base salary is £228,738 
with a total remuneration pack- 
age averaging £399,318. 

Bacon & Woodrow found 
27 per cent of top executives bad 
received no merit increase on 
basic salary and the average in- 
crease was 5 per cent - com- 
pared with 7 per cent last year. 
However, 20 of the sample re- 
ceived more than 20 per cent 
and another 17 between 15 
and 20 per cent. Last year the 
comparable figures were 30 
and 42, suggesting a moderation 
of the extreme increases. 
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Speculation grows over Leeson trial deal 


JOHN E1SENHAMMER 

Financial Editor 

Nick Leeson's lawyer in Singa- 
pore, John Koh, met fraud in- 
vestigators there amid mounting 
speculation yesterday that the 
former trader is seeking a deaL 
Mr Koh refused to discuss de- 
tails of his discussions with the 
Commercial Affairs Depart- 
ment the investigative arm of the 
Finance Ministry, but said: “We 
have been evaluating al the var- 
ious defence options open to us." 


Yorkshire 

unveils 

£180m 

payout 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent • ' 

•flfortehire Electricity is to pay 
a £1 Special dividend at a cost 
of more than £180m and will 
consolidate its share capital in 
January 1996. The company 
also promised to distribute 
“most” of its 92 per cent stake 
in the National Grid Company 
to shareholders when the grid 
is floated at the end of the year. 

The dividend, which falls 
short of a £300m payout ex- 
pected by some City analysis, 
w£D leave the company with a 
ratio of borrowing to share- 
holders’ funds of 75 per cent 
Malcolm Chatwin, chief exec- 
utive, rejected the suggestion 
that tiie dividend is a pre-emp- 
tive move to fend off a poten- 
tial bid for the group. “This is 
really just implementing the 
strategy we have already indi- 
cated, which is to return value 
to shareholders. This takes us 
as far as we wanPto go at the 
current time,” he said. 

Yorkshire alscrsaid h plans or- 
dinary divittend increases of 10 
per cent this year and next 
compared with annual increas- 
es of about 15 per cent over the 
last few years. The company at- 
tributed recent improvements to 
better cost control in its elec- 
tricity distribution and supply 
and said that further 
aency gains are in train. 
3ty analysts have focused on 
Yorkshire Electricity in recent 
weeks as one of the next targets 
for a takeover bid, but the com- 
pany declines to comment bn 
whether it has received an ap- 
proach. Mr Chatwin said: “Our 
position is that we can go for- 
ward successfully as an inde- 
pendent company.” But he 
added that the board would ex- 
amine any proposal that would 
enhance shareholder value. 

The sector is awaiting the next 
move of Houston Industries, 
which as part of Texas Energy 
bid unsuccessfully for Norweb. 


CBI warns on capital spending 


ill- 
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PAUL WALLACE 

Economics Editor 

As the Chancellor and his Trea- 
sury team gather at Doruey- 
wood today for a key budget 
strategy meeting, business lead- 
ers have warned Kenneth 
Clarke not to axe capital pro- 
jects to pay for tax aits. 

"We are worried about a 
strategy for the budget which in- 
volves significant cuts in capi- 
tal expenditure to pay for tax 
cuts," said Adair Ulmer, direc- 
tor-general of The Confedera- 
tion of British Industry. ‘The 
government has to be very care- 
ful of action that is in danger of 
causing a major setback, in the 
construction industry." 


“The danger is that once 
a gain they will mortgage the fu- 
ture to pav for short-term lax 
cuts,” said Sir John Banham, 
chairman of Thrmac and a for- 
mer CBI director-general. 

A particular concern is that 
the government may slash cap- 
ital spending programmes un- 
der the guise of a further 
expansion of the Private Fi- 
nance Initiative. The PFL which 
was launched in 1992, aims to 
get the private sector to fir 
nance capital projects which 
were formerly undertaken only 
by government. 

The CBI is in favour of the 
PFL but Mr Turner said that 
“wc are very wary about the ar- 
gument that the PFI can fill the 


gap because our members tell 
us there are teething prob- 
lems." He added that ^tbere was 
a worry about counting chick- 
ens before they're hatched.” 

Progress with the PFI has 
been modest to date, with only 
£5 00m invested up till the end 
of the Iasi financial year, 1994/5. 
The government has said, how- 
ever, that it expects to let con- 
tracts this year leading to 
around £5bn of capital invest- 
ment, of which nearly £3 bn is 
the channel tunnel rail link. 

According to Douglas Hogg, 
chief executive of the Private Fi- 
nance Panel - set up in 1 994 af- 
ter eritirisn of the scheme's lads 
of progress - the PFI has 
achieved considerable mo- 


mentum. He pointed to over 
500 projects in the pipeline for 
the health service worth £2bn. 
But few of these schemes have 
yet produced any actual ex- 
penditure- only £1 00m of > 
rtal spending has resulted in 
health service so for. 

CBI members say that there 
is a gap in capital expenditure 
before the PFI “kicks in." And 
one City financier involved in 
the schemes said that the Trea- 
sury is cutting back on public in- 
vestment before projects 
funded through the scheme ac- 
tually materialise. Gross public 
investment is already projected 
to fall by 10 per cent next year 
from its level in 1994/5. 

Comment, above 


The CAD has launched a full- 
scale investigation into a num- 
ber of former top Barings’ 
executives accused of covering- 
up a key warning sign that 
might have prevented the col- 
lapse of the merchant b ank. 

The CAD has interviewed 
James Bax and Simon Jones, 
formerly the two most senior ' 
Barings’ executives in Singa- 
pore, and is teen to talk to Pe- 
ter Norris, the London-based 
former chief executive. In a 
damning report by the Singa- 


pore authorities into the demise 
of Barings, both Mr Norris and 
Mr Bax were accused of in- 
volvement in the cover-up and 
of lying to the investigators. 

Lawrence Ang, director of the 
CAD, opened the door to a deal 
with Mr Leeson during his an- 
nouncement on Wednesday that 
the investigation is to be widened 
to a handful of other executives. 
“We will see what be has to of- 
fer," he said. Mr Leeson appears 
to be incxeaangly resigned to fac- 
ing trial in Singapore, although 


he has appealed against the de- 
cision of a German court to ap- 
prove his extradition. 

After the Singapore author- 
ities’ report earlier this week, 
which broadened the blame 
for the bank’s demise to, no- 
tably. Mr Norris and Mr Bax, 
the British lawyer representing 
Mr Leeson, Stephen Pollard, 
said his dient is now likely to get 
a fairer hearing in Singapore. 

Eddie George, the Governor 
of the Bank of England, yes- 
terday declared the Singapore 


findings on Barings to be con- 
sistent with the Bank's own in- 
quiry. while admitting he had 
not read the report. Mr George, 
speaking in Kuala Lumpur, 
during a goodwill tour of Asian 
financial centres - Singapore is 
not on the itinerary, said: 
“Based on press accounts I can 
say that it is consistent with our 
findings." Both had identified 
a single trader's unauthorised 
dealings and a failure of man- 
agement controls as the main 
reasons for the Baring? collapse. 


The University ofNotringham won new research grants the raid user of any development pioneered on campus 

and contracts of £40 miQhni in 1994-95 -an impressive most always be in the forefront of onr minds. 


22% on the already record 
breaking total of £32£ million 
. recorded the previous year. 
The success underlines 
Nottingham’s status as one 
of the leading research 
universities in the United 
Kingdom and flows from 
our policy of recruiting and 
supporting high quality staff. 

Our latest results are 
also rewarded for looking 
‘beyond research’. 
In developing a continuing 
strategy for success we 
need to recognise that the 
research environment is 


and consider technology 
transfer in its broadest 

sense, with the implications it has for wealth creation 
and the quality of life. We recognise the need to 
presta ve sound fundamental research, but the needs of 


3t40m 

it’s our 

reward 

for 

looking 

beyond 

research 


We at Nottingham will be 
delighted to discuss your 
research needs and show 
you our facilities. 

The University has a 
database of research groups 
and research expertise 
embracing all ■radynwr 
departments, which can be 
accessed through the Office 
ofResearch and Business 
Services. If yon believe we 
can help you, please contact 
our Director of Research 
and Business Services, 

Dr Douglas Robertson, 
at the address below. 

Office ofResearch and 
Business Services, 


The Univer si ty of 

Nottingham, University Pari, Nottingham NG7 2RD, 
Telephone: 0115 951 567M Far 0115 951 3633. 
email; DonglasJRobertson @ nottiD gfaanLac.uk 



The University of Nottingham 


The University of Nottingham, University Park, Nottingham NG7 2RD 
Public Affairs and Information Office. Tel: 0115 951 5765 Fax 0115 951 57 33 











(Make 


more of your surplus cash with a Barclays Business Deposit. From a Business Premium Account to a Treasury Deposit 
the larger the sum the higher the rate of interest, even if it’s only for 24 hours. So phone your local branch now.) 
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The new shadow trade minister believes she can allay worries about Labour's policies. She talked to Peter Rodgers 

Beckett prepares to calm industry’s fears 


Margaret Beckett, the new 
shadkjw Thide and Industry Sec- 
retary , plans to campaign to allay 
the fears of industrialists tha* 
Labour’s business-fri endly new 
policies may not be delivered 
when the party is in power. 

Speaking last night as ber new 
job was confirmed, she said: “It 
is part of my role to seek to allay 
peoples' fears if we can, and to 
reaasswe them if we 
we are all very mindful of the 
needs of wdath creation and the 
vital importance of business 
and industry to our national 
welD being." 

Mrs Beckett, who has had 
considerable experience of talk- 
ing to business and the City as 
a member of the late John 
Smith’s Treasury team before 
the last election, said die would 
do everything possible to “build 
up oontacts and air and share 
concerns with industry”. With 
Mr Smith, she was one of the 
principal members of the fa- 
mous “prawn cocktail circuit” 
that tried to neutralise any op- 
position from the financial and 
^business community to a Labour 
“government 

On Wednesday, Sir Biyan 
Nicholson, president of the Con- 
federation of British Industry, re- 
peated his previous welcome of 
the big shift in Labour poficy to- 
wards a more business friendly 
outlook. The CBI also gave a 
welcome to Labour's macro- 
economic policy. But Sir Bryan 
said there were stiU fears among 
industrialists that once in pow- 
er a Labour government would 
not be able to deliver on its new 
policies. 

Mrs Beckett called on in- 
dustrialists to be open minded 
this time round. She said: “Be- 
fore the last general election a 
great many things we were say- 
mg were not at all dissimilar to 
what the CBI was saying, yet Sir 
John Banham (then director 
general of the CBI) went out of 


his way to slag off the Labour 
party and was saying the CBI 
wouldn’t have anything to do 
with it" 

Mrs Beckett, who declined to 
comment on specific policies af- 
ter only minutes in her new po- 
sition, said: “I always thought it 
quite astonishing and very dis- 
maying that government min- 
isters would really tear into 
business representatives for 
their views and it was always 
swallowed.” 

She warned industrialists 
that it would get still worse un- 
der a renewed Tbry. mandate. 
“Were the Conservatives to be 
re-elected for a fifth term they 
really would believe that they 
could do anythsog tbeyhked and 
wouldn’t listen to anybody at all 
about anything— and that would 
include people in industry and 
commerce. 

Mrs Beckett, who is moving 
firtm thg hrahh pnr tfoKr^ safaishe 

had alw^fonnd industrial pol- 
icy fascinating. Her first jobnad 
been as an engineering appren- 
tice at Metropolitan Vickers in 
Hafford Bade, Manchester - a 
company later taken over by AEI 
which was in turn absorbed m the 
present GEC She became a 
metallurgist. 

Her font Labour party staff 
job was at headquarters work- 
ing on industrial policy. Ever 
since then she tad taken an in- 
terest in industry. “I have always 
had a constituency (Derby 
Sooth) with very strong manu- 
facturing industry interests. I 
have always tried to create and 
preserve good relations be- 
tween the party and industri- 
alists.’’ 

She added jokingly: “Some of 
my best friends are industrial- 
ists, as they say,” and said she 
bad played a minor role in set- 
ting up the Labour Industry 
Forum, which has been work- 
ing with business people to de- 
velop detailed policies for the 







Trade entrance: Margaret Beckett called on industrialists to be open-minded and not to ‘'slag off the Labour Party’' 


party. But Mis Beckett thought 
it impolitic to name the indus- 
triuaJists in the forum with 
whom she was friends. 

Under her predecessor. Dr 
Jack f^mrirnghawy the Labour 
industry team has worked at a 
wide range of policies on issues . 
from competition policy to reg- 


ulation and the utilities, but it 
has been overshadowed on the 
executive pay row by Gordon 
Brown, the Opposition Treasury 
spokesman. 

Mr Brown has at times ap- 
peared to make all the running 
on the “fat cat” issue, sideline- 
ipg Dr Ornmn gharri T though pay 


rises are mainly to do with 
corporate governance and other 
issues that belong to the trade 
side. 

Mis Beckett refused to be 
drawn into how she would share 
out these high profile issues - 
which attract a lot of personal 
publicity -wi Lb Mr Brown, but 


dropped hints that she would 
become more involved 

She said she and Mr Brown 
would work together on the 
issues. 

“Gordon has very effective- 
ly used the issue of what is hap- 
pening in the utilities to 
hi ghli ght the issue of fairness - 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


and fairness is the kev to our 
taxation policies”. 

Mrs Beckett added: “These 
things change and evolve.” She 
looked forward to working with 
Mr Brown. “What we will do is 
to try to divide up the work and 
the exposure in ways that are 
most effective for the policies.” 


Mrs Beckett did not want to 
lay down any rules about who 
did what and believed in work- 
ing it out as it went along. 

She believed she would be 
fighting a government that had 
to a considerable extent run out 
of ideas and steam, which ex- 
plained why some of the newer 
developments in policy towards 
business were also ideas promi- 
nent in Labour thinking. 

Observers believe that areas 
of partial overlap - and possi- 
ble continuity between a Labour 
and Toiy government - include 
policies for small business and 
proposals such as the Business 


Links network developed by 
Michael Heseltine. which 
Labour is more likely to devel- 
op and expand than cut back. 

Asked whether she believed 
there were areas of possible con- 
tinuity in policy towards busi- 
ness after a change of 
government. Mis Beckett said: 
“One of the sad things about the 
policy debate today is that the 
attitude of the present govern- 
ment is so utterly infantile - it 
will never accept that there 
can be any common ground or 
common sense.” 

She was enthusiastic about 
taking charge of science and 
technology - a new part of the 
industry portfolio - and also de- 
clared her enthusiasm for con- 
sumer issues. “1 think that has 
a great deal of importance that 
is often overlooked. We have a 
very good team in that area with 
a keen eye for what is in the in- 
terests of consumers. For a 
long time in the public and pri- 
vate sectors we haven’t looked 
as fully at the interests of con- 
sumers as we should have 
done.” 

When the moved to the 
health portfolio, her predeces- 
sor left her 36 crates of mater- 
ial to digest She will shortly 
meet Dr Cunningham for the 
trade and industry handover. 


Thorn in bid spotlight after 
chairman refuses CBI role 


Tax break to change cars rejected 


MAGNUS GRfMOND 

tv The decision by Thom EMI 
chairman Sir Cohn Southgate 
not to take up the presidency of 
the Confederation of British In- 
dustry has again pat the music 
to consumer rental group in the 
bid spotlight Sir Crain cited for 
he decision pressure of work in 
preparing for the planned 
break-up of the business. 

On the face of it, demerging 
the various parts of Thom EMI 
should not present the chairman 
with too onerous a task. There 
is precious little business con- 
nection binding together 
recording and publishing stars 
like Frank Sinatra and the pop 
group Smashing Pumpkins, 
with rented furniture ana tele- 
visions. 

Where the headaches do lie 
is in unscrambling the legal 
details of 22 holding companies 
operating in 40 countries and a 
potentially hefty tax MIL which 
Is likely to have come down 
from last year’s estimates of 
£150m but could still be sub- 
stantial. 

The prize for shareholders is 
likely to be worth both the ex- 
tra tax and the hard work to be 
put in by Sir Colin and his fel- 
low directors if they do decide 


to go with a demerger “early 
next year”. Since the beginning 
of the year, the share price has 
outperformed the rest of the 
stock market by 28 per cent as 
break-up bid speculation has 

^S^^^the^shares standjuit 
below their aO-time high. Yet 
many analysts befieve that is just 
the starting point for the sort of 
value that could be unlocked by 

the separation of the parts of the 

group. 

The jewel in Thom EMI’s 
crown is undoubtedly the EMI 
music business, now probably 
tte thiid4argest in the worid be- 
hind Time Rfemer of the US 
and PbtyGram, controlled by 
the Dutch electronics giant 
Philips. The deal which cata- 
paulted the group into the top 
ranks of the music industry was 
the £510m acquisition of Vagin 
Music in 1992, bringing to- 
gether blockbuster groups like 
the Rolling Stones, Genesis 
and UB40witb the hkes of Tina 
Turner and the Pet Shop Boys- 
Virgin rapidly proved its 
worth, chipping in record prof- 
its of £90m m 1993-94, the last 

r r it was reported separate- 
But EMI also possesses a 
massive cash ccrw in the shape 
of its ownership of copyrights to 


Thorn EMI 
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well over 800,000 music titles. 

Any break-up of the group 
could set off a massive auction 
for the EMI business; given its 
position as the only one of the 
big five groups not owned or 
controlled by a big group. But 
the Thorn rental business, 
which has tended to be over- 
shadowed by the music side, 
could also prove attractive to 
bidders. Its rather dowdy image 
is being transformed by a move 
towards “rent to buy”, opening 
up a relatively painless way for 
the less well-off to own sought- 
after consumer durables. 

Based on traditional multi- 
ples of sale, cash Sow and earn- 
ings, Paul Slattery at brokers 
Kleinwort Benson puts a value 
on £Sbn on EMI alone, with an- 
other £2bn or so for Thorn and 
perhaps £350m for the HMV 
and Dillons record and book- 
shop chains. Together, that adds 
up to £17 a share for the group 
as currently constituted, but in 
a bidding war “it would not be 
stupid if we saw an end price of 
£23” he says. 

The only fly in the ointment 
is whether EMTs recording 


walk away on a change of own- 
eiship; which could substantially 
reduce the value of EMI unless 
some notoriously fragile egos 
are handled carefully. 

But Sir Colin and Jun Fifield, 
head of EMI, have a personal 
interest in ensuring that any 
such moves do not get in the 
way of securing the best possi- 
ble price in any auction for the 
group. At £20 a share. Sir Col- 
in would net dose to £6£m from 
his share options, while Mr Fi- 
field could pocket £3. Sm on top 
of total emoluments last year of 
£7 .5 3m. 

In certain circumstances he 
could also pick up a further 
800,000 shares in six years time, 
worth £l6m at £20 a share. 

Comment, page 23 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

Ian Lang, President of the 
Board of Trade, yesterday dis- 
appointed the motor industry by 
rejecting calls for tax incentives 
to boost the sale of new cars. 

Leading executives bad asked 
the Government to introduce a 
so-called scrappage subsidy, to 
encourage motorists to trade in 
old cars fomew ones, in next 
month’s Budget But Mr Lang, 
whose Motor Show press con- 
ference was abandoned in dis- 
array after protests by anti-car 
demonstrators, said: ‘There is 
no intention to start a scrappage 
subsidy.” 

His comment is the dearest 
statement yet of the Govern- 
ment's position after the Soci- 
ety of Motor Manufacturers and 
readers submitted proposals 
for a subsidy to the Chancellor 
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last month. One car executive 
said yesterday: “If Mr Lang 
can’t see the sense of a subsidy, 
then no one in the Government 
is going to push it through.” 

A scrappage tax in France has 
boosted sales by an estimated 
240,000 and has also been suc- 


cessful in Spain. Ian McAllister, 
chairman erf Ford UK, has been 
a strong supporter of a subsidy 
for scrapping cars aged 10 years 
or older, saying this week that 
it would improve the environ- 
ment if more old cars were tak- 
en off the road. 

The RAC estimates that the 
number of cars on the road that 
were more than 10 years old 
rose to 7.4 minion last year from 
4.9 million in 1986 because the 
recession had suppressed con- 
sumer demand. Richard 
Parham, managing director of 
Peugeot UK has proposed a 
graded subsidy of between £500 
and £800 depending on Ike 
size of new car bought. 

Not everyone in the industry 
was concerned by Mr Mr Lang's 
comments. Charlie Golden, 
managing director of Viaxfa all, 
believes a subsidy would be a 


short-term gimmick. And John 
Towers, chief executive of 
Rover, said: “If the industry sells 
on just one point of advantage 
- price - then we are wasting 
our time.” 

Meanwhile Alex Hetman, 
chairman and chief executive of 
Ford, warned of the threat 
posed by South Korean car 
manufacturers. With compa- 
nies like Daewoo making sig- 
nificant inroads in Europe, Mr 
Trotman described the country 
as the new Japan. 

He said that 500.000 cars 
were exported from South Ko- 
rea to Europe last year, but the 
target was to reach 500,000 by 
the end of the decade.This new 
“hyper competition" would be 
“far tougher ihap anything any- 
one has experienced in the 
past, here in Britain, in the US, 
or wherever.” 


Kevin believed shares belonged to RMG 


to likely bidders, which indue 
Vfacom, the third-iaigest music 
retailer in the OS, Steven Spiel- 
berg’s DreamWorks SKG, Walt 
Disney and News Internation- 
al. Many recording stars have 
contracts that allow them to 
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Sir Colin Southgate: to 
concentrate on demerger 


JOHN W1LLCOCK 

Financial Correspondent 

Kevin Maxwell told yesterday of 
the last face-to-face conversa- 
tion with his father Robert be- 
fore the mysterious plunge to his 
death from his luxury yacht 
four years ago. The wide-rang- 
ing conversation took place the 
day before the publisher set off 
for a short break on his boat at 
the end of October 1991. 

Kevin told an Old Bailey 
jury on his fourth day of giving 
evidence that his fatberwasstiQ 
suffering from a chest infection, 
which he hoped to throw off be- 
fore flying on to Israel for busi- 
ness meetings. During their 
talk Robert Maxwell told Kerin 
he had transferred the benefi- 
cial ownership of £22m of 
shares in the Israeli pharma- 
ceutical concern Tfeva from 
BIM (Bishopsgate Investment 
Management, which adminis- 
tered the pensions funds) to the 
Robert Maxwell Group. 


The Maxwell Trial 



Day 81 


His father had done exactly 
the same thing earlier that year 
with £10Qm worth of shares with 
another Israeli company, Scitex, 
before they were successfully 
sold at a handsome profit. 

His father had shown him 
stock transfer f cams fortbeTeva 
shares. He saw a “substantial 
benefit” if the shares were of- 
fered as belonging to the RMG 
rather than BIM, “particularly 
because of the positive PR that 
would accrue to the group from 
another successful sale of Israeli 
assets at a profit”. 


Robert Maxwell told his son 
he would arrange for the re-reg- 
istration of the Teva shares in 
RMG's name. Kevin said he be- 
lieved his father and thought the 
shares now belonged to RMG. 

Asked by his counsel, Alun 
Jones QC why be thought that. 
Kevin Maxwell said: “The only 
explanation I can give is simply 
years of working* whh him. In my 
whole cumulative experience of 
doing business with him, if he 
said something he meant it and 
I relied on what he said to me.” 
He was not concerned about the 
paperwork because frequently 
with his father’s dealings the 
paperwork followed later, 
sometimes much later. 

That was the last face-to-face 
meeting Kevin Maxwell had 
with his father. But he spoke to 
him cm the boat and atone stage 
his father had wanted him to fly 
out and join him for a business 
meeting. But in the end they re- 
solved this over the telephone. 

He had expected his father 


back in England for a dinner of 
the Angjo-Israeli Association 
where he was a guest of honour 
and due to speak. But in a 
phone call from the boat his 
father explained that he had still 
not shaken off his cold, had can- 
celled the trip to Israel but 
would be back in time for an im- 
portant business meeting he and 
Kevin Maxwell were due to 
have with the chief executive of 
Lloyds Bank. 

Kevin Maxwell, his brother 
Ian and former Maxwell finan- 
cial adviser Larry Trachtenberg 
all deny conspiracy to defraud 
the pension fund by misusing 
the Teva shares and pledging 
them as security for a loan. 

Kevin Maxwell alone denies 
a similar charge of conspiring 
with his laic father to misuse the 
Scitex shares to pay private 
Maxwell company debts. The 
prosecution allege in both cas- 
es that the shares did not belong 
to RMG but the pension fund. 

The trial continues today. 
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Good news at last from Fisher 


AJbcrl Fisher has brought few good tid- 
ings in recent years but yesterday’s re- 
sults finally had the look of better news 
about them. Stripping out exception- 
al of £Sm relating to losses on three 
disposals, pre-tax profits for the year 
to August, up 15 per cent to D9-5m. 
gave some cause for optimism. 

Management, led bv chief executive 
Stephen Walls, is now" sounding pretty 
bullish and investors must hope that 
three years of restructuring and under- 
performance is about to turn into a 
phase of sustained growl h. 

Albert Fisher certainly needs one af- 
ter a period of drift during which the 
shares have fallen a long way from their 
most recent peak of 13t)p in 1991. Yes- 
terday they finished l-5p lower at 53p. 

Like most food groups. Fisher has 
been subjected to the twin squeeze of 
the powerful supermarkets and rising 
raw material costs. It has responded 
by moving away from commodity 
products towards added-value ranges 
in an attempt to protect itself from the 
worst of the pinch. 

Commodity products now account 
for 35 percent of group sales compared 


Mr Wills expects that figure to fall 
steadily. The hope is that Albert Fisher 
will become less prone to natural dis- 
asters such as the hurricanes and 
floods that have regularly pulled the rug 
from underneath the company. 

Added-value items such as pre- 
pared meals and sauces represent 
20 per cent of the American division, 
though it is a moot point whether wash- 
ing and chopping lettuce before 
putting it in a bag really qualifies. Cer- 
tainly the US was the star performer 
last year, with profits jumping from 
£6.4ra to £ 16.9 ttl But this was flattered 
by strong lettuce prices, which added 
around $2m to the profit figures. 

The seafood sector was more dis- 
appointing but the division is now un- 
der new management and a recovery 
is expected this year. There should also 
be further growth in the sauces and 
dressings business, where a new fac- 
lory is being built to cope with addi- 
tional demand from customers like 
McDonalds, Sainsbuiy and Wailrose. 

Mr Wills says Fisher is now down 
to its core businesses and no further 
disposals are expected. In-fill acquisi- 
tions are, however, on the agenda. 

Management must now fulfil the up- 
beat promises it has made and although 
the shares offer a good yield, the com- 
pany is still relatively exposed to com- 


modity areas. BZW is forecasting 
profits of £42m for the current year* 
pulling the shares on a forward ratine 
of 12. About right. ° 

Mowlem move 
shrugged off 

The market has become so blase about 
the travails of the construction sector 
and especially of J Mowlem, one of its 
more troubled constituents, that it 
pretty much shrugged off the departure 
yesterday of the company’s chief ex- 
ecutive, John Marshall. The shares lost 
just 3p to 5Sp. although that puts them 
within a whisker of their recent low, hit 
in August 1992, and means they have 
lost almost 90 per cent of their value 
since they peaked in 1989. 

After the announcement a month 
ago that the company had plunged into 
a £3 1.8m loss, mainly thanks to the 
heavy costs of refocusing itself on a 
profitable core, it was perhaps no sur- 
prise that senior heads wouldrolL Ken 
Minton, chairman since the summer. 


take Mowlem and his ideas pl ainl y did 


not chime with Mr Marshall’s. His re- 
placement is the group's construction 
head, who will have an intimate knowl- 
edge of one of the four areas the com- 
pany has decided to focus on. 

Whether the shares, after their re- 
cent dismal performance, are worth 
looking at again is bard to say. On the 
positive side, Mr Minton's strategy 
seems to make sense -stripping out tne 
businesses, such as London City Air- 
port. which cannot pay their way, re- 
ducing overheads to match the low level 
of business avaDable and focusing on 
activities where a decern return is 
achievable. 

But following the worse-than-ex- 
pected red ink in September, analysts 
have become a great deal more "cir- 
cumspect about their forecasts and, 
even after the recent fall, the shares do 
not appear unduly cheap on earnings 
grounds. 

Smith New Court has pencilled in 
profits of£4.5m for the current year to 
December, disregarding the excep- 
tional restructuring write-off that 
smashed a hole in first-half figures and 
will do so again at the full-year stage. 
Next year, £S.5m could be achievable, 
implying earnings per share of 4.1p and 
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a prospective price/earniugs ratio of 14. 

That is hardly compelling, especial- 
ly as the shares, on the oasis of a 
promised 2p final dividend, yield only 
43 per cent, close to the market av- 
erage. Given all the uncertainty, the 
shares are unlikely to reverse recent 
weakness. 

New radio group 
tunes in to AIM 

Independent Radio is giving a shot in 
the arm to the fledging Alternative In- 
vestment Market by raising £9.7m in 
a mainl y institutional placing. It is a 
large sum for a start-up, representing 
almost double the next biggest casta 
r aising on AIM and nearly a quarter 
of the £40.3m total garnered in new 
cash by the market to date. But Inde- 
pendent’s executive management, led 
by Michael Connolly, has a strong track 
record in the business, having suc- 
cessfully turned round the Preston- 
based Trans World Communications 
radio group before selling it last year 


The money now being raised by In- 
dependent represents seed-corn fi- 
nance for a predatory venture hoping 
to scoop up small radio stations which 
have won licences to operate in the 
north of England. The group has iden- 
tified 30 such outfits which may be will- 
ing to sell out, particularly where 
initial investors backed start-ups to take 
advantage of the Business Expansion 
Scheme tax breaks and are now look- 
ing for a way out. 

Prices vary, but for a typical outlay 
of £lm, Mr Connolly thinks they can 
secure an audience of up to 800,000 a 
time. The second strand of the strat- 
egy is to attempt to win the licences for 
Yorkshire and East Midlands, the two 
largest franchises to be allocated by the 
Radio Authority next year. Success 
would involve expenditure on studios 
and other infrastructure and the in- 
tention would be to return to share- 
holders for the cash. 

The potential is undoubtedly there, 
given the rapid growth in commercial 
radio advertising. The strength of In- 
dependent’s management gives it a de- 
cent chance to exploit that potential, 
as yesterday’s 17p closing premium to 
the lOOp placing price recognises. But 
given the risks with any start-up, the 
shares should not be chased 


Simon Pincombe CIT1 DI-A &Wilf 


Warning: Black holes 
can damage your eyes 


Asil Nadir’s claim that the 
only reason he had dark rings 
under his eyes was because he 
was a workaholic can at last 
be officially challenged 
Richard Stone, the court-ap- 
pointed administrator who 
led the initial investigation 
into the finances of Jfrlly 
Peck taternationaL -has been 


idl’JAiri I, l 1 /. 


fore the discovery of ‘‘the 

black hole”. 

When the administrator 
first met Mr Nadir in the 
Polly Peck offices above 
Annabel’s he asked the ty - 
coon if his jaded peepers 
were in any way influenced by 
the proximity of the night- . 
club. No, Mr Nadir assured, it 
was all down to hard work. 

Mr Stone says he believed' 
him. Until he discovered the 
Cypriot’s five mistresses oh 
the Polly Peek books. 

Meanwhile, the long-suffer- 
ing Chris Barlow, co-adminis- 
trator of Polly Peck, is 
looking decidedly perkier af- 
ter returning from his peace 
talks with the fugitive busi- 
nessman without a bullet in 
his backside. 

Mindful of the treatment 
meted out to British accoun- 
tants in northern Cypres in 
the past, Mr Barlow wrote to 
the government demanding 
full and proper protection. 

He was duly met at the air- 
port by squads of police who 
took min to Mr Nadir’s hotel. 

Once there he was crushed 
into a tiny lift with two col- 
leagues and a sweating body- 
guard. Barely had it started 
than the lift broke down. 

Although he confessed to not 
having actually read it, Eddie 
George, the Bank of England 
Governor, yesterday ap- 
peared comforted that the 
Singapore report on the col- 
lapse of Barings had reached 
the same conclusion as bis 
own - ie Nick Leeson was a 
rogue who lost £lbn. 

Oddly this is not a view 
shared within Barings itself 
where they are keen to put 



Julian Richer (above), hi-fi retailer turned trendy manage- 
ment consultant, has taken a sudden Jn .into the second- 
hand car trade. The man who galvanised the Asda mrWorcf: 
by persuading his pal Archie Norman to introduce the “drive 
a Jaguar for a month” incentive programme has opened a 

Mercedes outlet in Leeds. . . - 

Mr Richer became famous by rewarding loyal staff at his 
hi-fi chain. Richer Sounds, by lending them his RoUs-Royce 
for a month. The company quickly entered the Guinness Book 
of Records in the highest-tnnmrer-per-square-foot category 
and left the founder free to preach staff motivation techniques 
to big business. The secondhand car shop, called Juuan s, will 
buy and sell prestige Mercedes. “We’ve got very good vibes 
about this one,” said a spokesman. 


the record straight. “Nick 
Leeson lost about £50m,” 
breathes a senior source. 

“The other £950m was lost by 
the bank’s management.” 

After extensive research on 
economists’ salaries the Soci- 
ety of Business Economists 
has interpreted the data to 
mean that they could do with 
some more money. Being 
economists they didn't put it 
quite so succinctly. 

“While the median pay lev- 
el has grown slightly faster 
than average earnings, at 
times the real value of econo- 
mists’ salaries has fallen," 
says their report. 

What this means is that the 
large salary rises in the 1980s 
have not been repeated in the 
90s - “a difficult time for 


manv middle-class profession- 
als but particularly for I hose 
paid to forecast the depth and 
extent of the 80s downturn as 
accurately as possible”. 

Quite. But the "median” 
salary of SBE members is still 
£ 42300 . compared with an in- 
flation-adjusted 120.000 in 
1964. The problem is that 
economists hit their peak 
earning years in their early 
thirties. 

Sir Phil Harris, carpet king. 
South London boy made 
good and the only remaining 
Tory party donor, likes to 
stick to his roots. Among the 
impressive list of City advisers 
listed in the Carpciright an- 
nual report are the bankers - 
National Westminster 
(Tooting). 
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F ew cars excite such love and loyalty as a Lotus. 
Launched in 1WS by the legendary Colin Chapman, 
the Lotus appeal is summed up by its two most famous 
marques - Esprit and Elan. Now a new thoroughbred joins 
the Lotus stable, the Elise. 

Launched to acclaim at the Frankfurt Motor Show in Sep- 
tember. this futuristic two-seater is perhaps iheir most excit- 
ing car ever - and we have one to give away. 

Lotus describe their new model as “small, strong, ultra- 
light, very last and great fun to drive". The low weight of 
675kg benefits braking, handling and steering response. The 
adjustable driver's seal gives firm yet comfortable support 
and the minimalist instrumentation displays dear, imme- 
diate information. 

Visually the car is stunning, the curvaceous lines 


set off by unique fivc-spoke alloy wheels. The light weight 
and aerodynamic shape makes the Elise a “green" machine, 
cutting down on fuel consumption and thus carbon dioxide 
emissions. 

The 1795cc 4-cylinder fuel-injected engine delivers a top 
speed of around 120mph and the Elise, worth approximately 
£20,000, comes with catalytic converter, engine immobiliser, 
cloth trim and black vinyl hood. 

Lotus are exhibiting the Elise at this month's Motor Show 
at London's Earls Court and to make it easier to view our 
prize car, there is a voucher on this page that gives £2 off 
the normal entry price of £9. 

As well as receiving the keys to a Lotus 
Elise, our competition winner will 


also get one year’s free insurance provided by Norwich 
Union Club Insurance. This service offers a 24-hour 
Clubline which, should you have an accident, connects yon 
to a dedicated Club Incident Manager who will take imme- 
diate care of the problem. 

lb be in with a chance of winning our prize you must col- 
lect six differently numbered tokens from the 14 we are print- 
ing in the Independent and the Independent on Sunday. At 
least one token must come from the Independent on Sun- 
day. Today we are printing Ibten 6 and the entry form. We 
wfll print an entry form at the end of the competition. Rules 
as previously published. 


IX DEPENDENT LOTUS ELISE 
ENTRY FORM 


I Send your completed entry form, along with 6 differently 
i numbered tokens (including one from the Independent 
j on Sunday), to: 

| Independent/Lotus Elise Prize Draw, PO Box 203, 
j Welwyn Garden City, Herts AL7 17Y 
, Closing date is 17 November 1995. 



J TITLE: (tick as appropriate) 

| Mr 1 Mrs 2 Miss 

| Forename(s): 


4 Offer 
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Footsie goes into reverse as bid talk slows down Mii i th*™ 
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The takeover rumour mill - 
which has pushed shares to new 
peaks - almost ground to a halt 

as the stock market twitched a 
shade nervously on the an- 
niversary of the 1987 crash. 

The FT-SE100 index slipped 
14.4 points to 3,578.6 in large- 
ly uneventful trading with Die 
inevitable profit taking con- ‘ 
crib u ting to the caution. 

Much of the remaining bid 
speculation centred on fond 
manager Gartmore, Up high- 
er at 304p, with a strike toaay 
from BAT Industries or Na- 
tional Westminster Bank the 
popular guess. Bank of Scot- 
land, up 35p to 267p, was an- 
other slD] in the bid frame and 
Vodafone, as the lone antici- 
pated US offer continued to 
captivate, gained 6p to 269 J5p. 

Insurances were also em- 
broiled in bid talk - and some 
positive analysts’ comments 
also contributed to the action. 
But best prices were not held 
with General Accident ad- 


■ vancmg 21p before aiding 13p 
down at 675p. 

But the major influence on 
many shares was a high pow- 
ered investment conference 
held by stockbroker Panmure 
Gordon. 

More than 100 overseas 
fund managers who invest in 
London shares are attending 
the two day affair which start- 
ed yesterday and involves pre- 
sentations by about a dozen 
UK companies. 

Pearson, the banking to me- 
dia group, is due to meet the 
foreign investors today. With 
talk flowing of carve-up bids or 
even a shot from an overseas 
media group the shares gained 
18p to 661p. 

Henderson Grosthwaite has 
estimated Pearson's break up 
value at 900p and there were 
stories Cazenove, the compa- 
ny’s stockbroker, had, for in- 
ternal consumption, come out 
with an estimate of 835p. 
Pearson was at pains to damp- 


MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 


ea the sloiy and said it believed 
the Tumour was untrue. How- 
ever City cynics were not con- 
vinced that Cazenove, the most 
secretive of City securities 
houses, had not, like many oth- 
er houses, produced its own es- 
timates of Pearson's worth. 

Allied Domeat with figures 
due next month, was another 
helped along by break up talk. 

ABN Amro Hoare u overt 
has pondered the possibility of 
Allied selling its prized spirits 
division, which includes 
Teacher's and Ballan tine’s 
Scotch wfaskies and Beefeater 
gin, and concentrating on re- 
tailing. Analyst Julie Bower 
believes Allied could get 
£4.7bn for its spirits operations. 


With the brewing side, which 
is for sale, and the remaining 
food and soft drink opera- 
tions fetching around £5 00m, 
Ms Bower suggests Allied 
could swallow Burger King 
from Grand Met, buy back 10 
per cent of its shares and end 
up with a 666p a share value. 
Tne price rose 6.5p to 524p. 

Tarmac dipped lp to 89p. 
Besides being a victim of the 
widespread construction 
gloom the shares are unsettled 
try the proposed sale of the 
housebuilding side. With at 
least two other significant 
housebuilders on the market 
there are stories Ihnnac wil] be 
forced to reduce its cash ex- 
pectations considerably. 


Speculators in Smith & 
Nephew, the healthcare 
group, will have to lower their 
sights as the shares slumped 
into the casualty ward. John- 
son & Johnson, the US group 
which has for long been ru- 
moured as a suitor has instead 
descended on Cordis, a med- 
ical group, with a $1.6bn offer. 

Yorkshire Electric’s give- 
away package left its shares 15p 
off at 899p. Aijo Wiggins Ap- 
pleton lost 6p to 23Ip as SBC 
Warburg cut its profit esti- 
mates while GEC slipped 7p to 
326p on talk trading was falling 
below expectations. Cray Elec- 
tronics firmed Ip to 44p on bid 
talk; Nortbamber held at 195p, 
with investors seemingly unim- 
pressed by talk of strong trad- 
ing. Tring International, a 
cassette publisher, plunged 
27p to 59p and Malaya, a 
garage chain, lost 4.75p to 
9.25p on profit warnings. 

Laird, the vehicle compo- 
nents group, reversed 15p to 


41 9p. Analysts have visited its 
French operations and worries 
surfaced that profit down- 
grades will follow. 

Trafalgar House duly pro- 
duced a grim trading state- 
ment But takeover hopes, the 
Keswick family’s promised 
support and thoughts that the 
shares could be a recovery 
play, left the price 0.75p firmer 
at 2L75p- Turnover, at nearly 
30 million shares, was the 
highest of the day. 

Grosvenor Inns held at 
230p. It has raised £1.4m 
through a share placing with in- 
stitutions at 219p. Director 
David Bruce, who founded 
the Firkin pubs chain, has sold 
200,000 shares, also at 219p, 
and now has 3.8 per cent 

Bakyrchik Gold continued 
to slide on worries about tech- 
nical problems and its need for 
a cash injection, falling 5p to 
152jp. But Williams deBroe re- 
mains keen, talking of a value 
up to 300p a share. 


QAcorn Computer surged 
31p to I44p as word seeped 
out that investment meetings 
were being arranged. They 
are likely to concentrate on 
Advanced RISC Machines, 
the 418 per cent associate 
which has developed a new 
range of high-performance, 
low-powered computer chips 
and is seen as the jewel in the 
Acorn crown. 

Best known for supplying 
computers to schools. Acorn 
lost £3 Am last year and 
£7.6m in the half year to Julv. 
The shares topped £10 in the 
early 1980s. 

□Stanford Rook, developing 
a tuberculosis treatment, has 
won a buy recommendation 
from Nick Woolf of Nomura, 
the Japanese securities 
boose. Stanford shares have 
had a remarkable run. They 
closed at 190p, op 20p. Since 
arriving on AIM (he price has 
been down to 96p. 
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SHARE PRICE DATA 

Prices an: in sterling accept where staled. The yield is last year’s dividend, grossed up 
by 20 per cent, as a percentage of ihc share (vice. The price/cnruings (P/E) ratio is 
the share price divided by bn year's earning* per share, occluding exceptional items. 
Other details: xr Ex rights x Ex-dividcnd a Ex-all a Unlisted Securities Market 
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THE INDEPENDENT INDEX 

The index allows you in access real-time share prices by phone from Scaq. Simply dial 
0891 123 3 35. followed by the 4-rfgii code printed next In each dure. To access I he 
latest Bnandal reports dial 0891 1233 followed by one cf Ihc [wtvdipjl codes heknv, 
FT-SE H)0- Real-time 00 Sterling Rules M Privatisation Issues 3ti 

UK Stock Market Report 01 Bullion Report 15 Wsier Shares 39 

UK Company News 82 Will St Report 20 Hetfrioty Shares 40 

Foreign Exchange 03 Tokyo Market 21 High Street Bants 41 

Anyone with a tone-dial telephone can use this service. For a detailed description of 
The Independent Index, including its portfolio facility, phone 0891 123 333. 
For assistance, call our helpline 071 873 4373 (9.30am - 5J0pra |. 
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Red Rum still pulls the crowds at Aintree 


Racing 

GREG WOOD 


Aintree wiD not stage a card tm- 
til the middle of next month, but 
the course’s doors were thrown 


lie to pay their respects to Red 

Rum, who was buried by the 
Grand National winning post af- 
ter his death on Wednesday. 

Throughout the day, a stream 
of Red Rum’s fans, many car- 
rying wreaths, made their way 
to (he low, white picket-fence 
which marks his grave, to pay 
their respects to the greatest 
horse in Grand National histo- 
ry. Among them was Jackie 
Grainger, now 76, who was the 
head lad at Ginger McCain’s 
stable when the horse arrived 
there in 1972. “He won nine 
handicaps in the three and a half 
years I was there, including his 
first Grand National and the 
Scottish National,” he said. 
“He was a great horse and I am 
a proud man to have been as- 
sociated with him. " 

On the Aintree grandstand, 
the flag was flying at half-mast, 
while the course executive wiD 
consider a permanent tribute to 


Red Rum. “There w3J definitely 
be a memorial to him here,” Joe 
McNally, the track's marketing 
manager, said. “We will take our 
time to make sure we plan 
something fitting.” It also seems 
certain that a race wfl] be 
named in his honour. 

On a day when punters were 
prepared to visit a track which 
was not racing, the Hoiris HH1 
Stakes card at Newbury was al- 
ways going to be low-key. The 
Group Three feature race, 
which features on the CVs of 
Kris and Tirol, was won by 
Tumbleweed Ridge, 1 who was 
beaten only narrowly by the ex- 
cellent Royal Applause in the 
Gimcrack at Yore and was run- 
ner-up to Even Tbp in his lat- 
est race at Ngwnarket. Despite 

yesterday, though, only Brian 
Meehan, his trainer, seriously 
believes that the son of Indian 
Ridge has alive chance in next 
year’s 2,000 Guineas. 

Meehan has backed his colt 
for the Classic at 100-1 and 66- 
1, but even after putting some 
black type against ms name, the 
bookmakers have cut hfm no 
further than 40-1. “He’d had a 
hard race in the Gimcrack and 


HYPERION 

206 JatWb (nb) 4J JO General Command 

240 Executive Design 440 Sweet Mignonette 
3JO SOUTHOU (nap) 540 CocweU Steptoe 

340 Clifton Beat 

GOING: Hurdles - Good; Chases - Good to Ftan. 

■ Left-hand course. 

■ Course is HE of town pear A34. Sudon (smrtce from London, Paddington) adjoins 
course. AD MIS SION: Members 513; Tfca«salte 18; SCwer Hug IS (QAPto half price). 
CARPARK: Free; Picnic area £3 per Car J&n 13 per person. 


■ LEADING TEAINESS WITH KUNNKES: D Nicholson — 24 winners from 105 run- 
ners gives a success ratio rf 22-9*6 and a Inasio a 11 tod Make of 120.1 1; N Header- 
son — 31 winners, 97 runners, 21 .CTk, -15.4 1:0 Sherwood — 18 winners, PC runner*. 
27.3%, -13.14; M Pipe — 17 winners, 77 runners, 22-1%, +14-40. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: K Dnmroodjr — 38 dimers, 143 rides, 26.011, -£16.35; JO»- 
bnrne — 37 vrinnere, 148 rides, 25^%, -&C-44; AMagnlre — IB whmers, 117 rides, 
102%. +112.0S; P Holley — IS winners, 62 rides, 21%, +13.06. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAK: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Backboard Bounce (3.10) A General Command (4.10) 
boon sent 278 aides ty G Richards than Gteprtofce, Cumbria; Executive Desigm (2.40) 
& Swart Wgaoaette (4.40) »« 258 mDultyMaM Bovekgr farm UngtMe.QerelaHfc An- 
tonia (3.10) sen 228 mfle» by MraS Bcamafl Iran Hinton Seasay, K Yoria. 

I O CVs I OCTOBER HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) £7,000 added 3m 
penalty Value £4*958 

1 10461-2 M0WW0Ur(2Q|teaMYBfad»JMmHt<n«it7UU) Mr JCtaoty (7) 

2 0651-14 CUnONSET(223PF)(Mr»CfwHdnaFrnM0CUwr4119 ROnm* 

3 231350- LWSD0H»E(197)(P)(RF0e(insdJGHam7U4 It P McCoy 

4 OU-132 jnM(CMQCeQIPI01nesFti>Ol»£MRto«CU]DMdKtaxi4U2_AM«ira 

5 450411 BHECT WRQU©S CM1J IBrnM IkiqueM PW41) N TwtsmoCorfa 8 11 2 _C UnMMye 

b 5 dtodiwd ™ 

BEime: HMD, 114 Storing <W.4i CWton Sal. M ftatf 1M Laosdwm 

1994: Bateson 5 ID 6 Pew Hobbs 9-2 (P Hott*) 8 an 
FORM CUBE 

MOVING OUT should bo vwy much suited by Rite trip judged on Ns reappearance St Ut- 
tnansr recently 1 , when to kew on gamely n to beaten tan tangtto by Pemporad Guest, 
rawing bwm outpaced bom T» second Ian. The Sip Anchor geldint has toipnwed In each 
of his three seasons rechgowr Judies, wfndfng up MR season wftfi a Rune besting of EM 
and prolific subsequent winner Mustora at ttajdocfc, and -ha promises to cordnue on die 
ifljyade. Gk»at Marquess Is wrf in with the selection compared to fiJmee nnrw« m April 
in Soiree S8h‘s race. Mgal TWtaon^Javtes's rumor went on to win novice hunsss at odds- 
on aTHenefoni war Uttmatef. bunwrwas ir»toWWDrtlMrtMriltani«um»etom » 
peered on the last occuttn andtodowiw tow* tto topeftof* receptwa -fame, winner 
of Ns last two sons ® MxcastBT last season, tifck up Where he laftOT at Nekton Abbot 
in August and was beaten only a tengm by Hunkane BWb at Ctotorihani las time, wflh 
CMtan Sto Just ww 10 lengths back In fourth. He is rtb higher today, bat he meets Ctilton 
Set. who Buried fewunre « Ctotontore Mlctang a Newton Abbot wh, «W 3U> wane and 
seems sure to 0> dose apdn. Landedoama, a doss Itith tahfcd Mtode Man In tto Gold 
Card Handicap Hurdle at tfwCheGanham Fasthrt, Is Hkety to do butortath this run under 
his belt. a t rteeBowc MOVING OUT. 

raraSl FALCON CAITERWG EQUPMENT NOVICE HURDLE NdO*** 
^■^1 (CLASS Q£4?503fD 2m UDytb Pen Vaue£3jB46 

1 12L AU2BIE IMNCffl P7) W M HejnenJ 0 Shenwod 11 8 i lOtaorae 

2 14213 AMUR (USA) (I® (Bf)(SMeQanninjP Hobbs 11 B : — ita w IMta 

3 314 YACHT (41) (C R Nu(£®;' C Man 11 5 i RDawoody 

4 112 WOOOHBMB B9)(D| [BTHThe Bke Chp C Egston 11 3 .. . A ltoglra 

5 BJROPOMM(lleR*umlaiiaLIAxi8llO HARbptakl 

6 BBRJHVEDeSWIWrHSBMCOlMaMRewlVllO PRtos 

7 P fSSTY BOSS (USA) (41) (Afc Joaeften Qrtn®4 N Tmct-Omk 11 0„ — X Itooiy" 

8 KWAYAKHSAH (AtolG DadioOO N Batteee 110 WMto*kma 

9 H0MN60U)(AFai*A«arftrtnBoMAIlDi»ia0 BPewi 

10 StitiOStStoFtowecWbedonllO MPBnett 

11 BMMWOBetobwCbiwMiOMlXinpiinewsuaiDWliBmillO -AFMrfXy 

12 WUaHA2XTO^SacuasRxlngCU>ISDi»110 MMdards 

13 0 HiWDUNETOINaoatNbSWoaaslOB PWs 

1 A SNABt DGB) 1U8AJ hM 5 kcQ I Hfc lO 9 GRwIby 

SETTWG 7-2 AiMah, 4J Bcecntto De«ie>, M Wnodiskig 5-1 AKkM Dsscar, B-l YacM, 9-lSBady 
Dead, 1M Bao ftrem, 14-1 Water Hresrf, 10-1 Mnl loeo, IMano, 2»a atiMs 
1994; Khatr 3 11 8 R Diwwody 10030 (M Pipe) 17«n 
FORM GUIDE 

Andah did web to to AW m Volunteer In the jAwtie hurtte at Kempton recently - Kan! 
Low weA beaten on ms hurdling bow -and to can astt* flKiha bettor of WbodrWnC. » 
dual prewms scorer who went down nme lengths to iwn at Taunton Ian monui and through 
whore to has the beating of the other prewtous wmnws. ARUaw IMo«r and YtoM, tot 
EXECUTIVE DESIGN wfl prow xcuff\ to beet 01 racefcii of Bta. May Rneleys Urfuwah 
fflldng toted to wto again on the Flat after defting op <««art at FKpon list time back m 
Aprt, but ne continued to tin well and finehed an ereeflenc neck second © Trad si Red- 
car last month. He s rated a stone and more superior© me» rtrete on tto Rat snd should 
moke a anrmrgdebuuver wnber. Best tdihe ottot racruits ae Boo Fount, Shady Deed, 
Tbaksno and Water HnzwtL S elsctlog EXECUTIVE DESIGN. 

P5“Tnl GLYNWED WTERNATTONAL HANDtCAP CH^SE 
Jau l (CLASS B) £10,000 2m 4f Pen Value £7^4S 

1 65320P- ANTWBfl (Ht) (17fl (C) PR Ba»y Hor*ft«8l Mrs S Braral 7 11 ID g tiredky 

2 2IC443- SOHIHOtl (174) |G HUMwacO G UJtbaid 7 11 7 _ 

3 OOZS2- KJUIBQMOBOW4CE(183)(DJB*it«tIWeffiGIbtf8to9ipi3 

4 22U8F- BM6WUM(197)(WdWdt**tefcy^ ll, * , ®^)f ft ^riXltei81D9 PMarHebba 

5 U2MD- MtXBANK(942)(WbLShaa4PHflab s810 6 _ . ■ 

fi 3P2112- SEVB4OF0MMOt®S (382) (CD) (f J Kaepbitf R Aker 10 ID 0 *«***» 

-tidaclwsd- 

iirdriumwebyitlftt ItotoM»pwe(S*SBrenWOkmmSRKJah. 

Him: 1MS0MMR, 7-aStadi WDlBmoncIfc « RaddnartBotoce, MIWw*. 31* BRpee- 

fern, 124. MOO©. __ 

1894c Nne Faudaln 11 12 0 N Wtomoa 10-1 (K Mefi Ban 

FORM GUIDE _ „ 

SEVEN OF DIA MO NDS rwby struck farm si hb test Ihree runs last seasori scorin g by 
lermrs from Karefen Piper ewer course and (flstance and then baatlng Qafe A ^tr i ftxr jenghs 
60m llfl> out of tto hanricap at Ascot, before Hunting up wtih a talf-Jefl^ toBind to Dart 

Oahm Aw. Ite root wefltreto, iMAdrtan MagArerelto saddte and could take some peg- 
Ong back wtm Just lOst u cany. Sreith^neodrthbi *»J0ucte 
dtoMd wresat to goto as e«r on went occadons <»«pi»nrtiito^ 
fcunh © Wire FlagpMp at level wagfe at Atoree In ApnL beaten about fto 'l*#®;™ 
coud pose a reetor tnraat on tnai tootong. BkHwI Bohn* came owr loEnpandmld- 
ww drown last season and ran wal in each of hh me raws, tunmnfi L«h S'®**® 
two lenghs at Aw on his final sen, toctwtowefl balnfaragpod cwnpaigibiAn wy noto 
tte. vwt«* tossed moa of i»a TBm. but he was modi hnDiwrttt* _P™*us««on 


went to Newmarket a gallop 
short, but thisisexatmg,” Mee- 
han said. “Provkied everything 
gpes aB right Fm sure he win be 
a Guineas horse nod year.” 

The sadness and gestures of 
respect which followed the 
death of Red Rum, not to men- 
tion the thoughtful dignity with 
which he was interred at Liv- 
erpool, have reflected great 
credit on British racing. There 
is less for the sport to celebrate 
in Australia, though, where a 
major administrative body has 
been relieved of its responsi- 
bilities foliowing allegations of 
corruption and race-fixing. 

Richard Face, the racing min- 
ster for New South Wales, an- 
nounced yesterday that a new 
body, the NSW Thoroughbred 
Racing Council, will replace 
the Australian Jockey Chib as 
the state’s governing body. “A 
report has revealed widespread 
corruption and fraud,* Rue 
said. “The carnival is now over 
for these people.” He added 
that his action was necessary to 
retain public confidence in the 
sport. A man in his position, 
however, should surely be fa- 
miliar with the old saying about 
horses and stable doors. 



Tumbleweed Ridge (second left) wins yesterday's Horris Hifl Stakes at Newbury 


[-OAlfl nJWELUEISURE HURDLE (CLASS B) £7,000 
I2Z___— I added 4YD 2m 110yds Fen Value £5^030 

1 111U2- SmMW (17$ TO (Ito VfeOiM> 1x9 MtoH 1*^117 I atoms 

2 . m04- RMANW (DBA) CM7] TO W H Dam D GmMb 11 3 MDwyw 

3 21522-3 CtfflON EEC (HSA) (20) (C0}|D 8 OUDren) P Hobbl 11 3 QHoCast 

4 4OH06- IMSMllESIARfilSA) (167){C0) (Rlitattiew) RUatfcwll 3 MAHbestol 

5 ' OOO- KEKMIRUSHW PUJ FL HE Alton 110. BPcml 

6 0P5-1 5IB0NG mOMRE CM) TO a UebenA G I'fattMi 11 0 A P McCoy 

7 006111- SYMOL OF SUCCESS CO« TO (NOTRatt^ SyndKBB) D VMans 110 HCMke 

8 1 MSHNG (USA) (Alp) (AD Spence) RAMus 110 RDmwody 

-Idectesd- 

BETITNe: 11-4 Stsopit, 3-1 BSbrak, 100-30 Clflss DM, 4-1 Vlftolng, 9-1 Sfaong Pirmtoa, 12- 

hnmwiw, n 1 na— 

IBM: Da* Dm 4 11 3 T fieri B-U (Mb J Cm* 6 ito 

FORM GUIDE 

SIDMPWTs one bod run last saason was In The Triumph Hunle, when to could Msh only 
ISttiMNsssk. behind CMmi Bast (flflh) tod Bslsnak (llttD.wHBe Nashves Star wes 
putedup, Hs pin that run tofWnd hkn when tto GleniivaAnnkwsoiy HuidteatAh- 

tnee by three and a toir tengtiw fiom Cfllton Bast and went w © to tiwaa lengths sscond 
of20©5hriharinthewiiabtoJtMnae hunils at tto PunchestnmFestlMStntoln me«s 
canon Bent, wfto fMstad a cnKfitabfs tiiM © Romancer a Chepstow on his ream. 49> 
wasacompwodto Aintree. but this tooksaSMd opportundyand to can come out on top 
.agem. Batank stored fwoutte fot ttoTnut^ih ftftmlng ha bnpressNa Mrnpnn ton ffocn 
T)»s and wound n>wtth a good nsim SWeet hfiffmnotifl's Aintree tace. so hemustbsre- 
spectod today. Tto ottiea to« aomalNng « find on what they hawe shown owr hudtas, 
Ixs NUNS smart an the Flat, looted to hove a bright future at tito game when maitoe 
a wsxtog debut at Otetontom recently and Is open a plenty of Improvement. 

SstecOon: STOMPIN. 

rA~7nl LEISURE PREMIER PARTNERSHIP NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
!_*"] D) £5£00 added 2m If Penalty Value £3,496 

1 lOOP-l QBBALCOMUWpq8lobHC^Bn)BROtwds711B PCwtory 

3 aHKy6E0RaE(22) TO EKeShSup^J VMB6119 APMcftqr 

3 13PS5® ORAM) APPUIISE (7EJ 04 JlMnlMMugpndgi 5114 Bftwto 

4 212302 JUSTROSEtTOfftaenRacieAmesflllO SMcfM 

5 2KF0QD- SABffl. (204) [Prlcr Sap) 1 6*00)510 13 DBentoy 

-Sdsdsnd- 

BEIIMk 11-10 Sbsply Gsaist, 5-4 Bssti Camaad, 6-1 JaM Reric, 16-1 Grand Antons, 50- 

lStosol 

199* Shsatt 6 11 0 ] Otoame £5 0 Btokf) 6 an 

FORM GUIDE 

SMFLY GEORGE has baen well bestan by Mariftt Hps IntpoB in PtldMlI and neertoi Gut 
on Nb last an starts, but his aartar wins a SoulfMti. Martat Rasen, Newton Abbot md 
Plumptan read wsa enough hi ito conM of ins race. Tub, a NewOvy nowca chase at a 
tRfflarent reader u one at any of those couses, but he ad well » gst as dose as to rtd 
©MdwelatCtoitanliareconsidertighawasconcetSnKlOlbandMBpretBrredwGan- 

eralCawKna«L Gordon Richanls'sctoi^ made a tonrng start© Ns chasing career wrier 
beatog Beaaon won lenffhs at Penh last month, ha tto tom has not wortied out well 
and he stfl has soreet hk tg to pnm. Aist Rneto ©oh quae wefl to ctosmg at Towe^ar . 
whan eight lengto second n HwmSen youth and ism a bigger ompr then toand Ap- 
ptouea, who showed Htie owf hurtfes at Woressrer recent^ ttesptte Dtotgllt from the flat 
after mt as rgaB lastjjmpg satoon. and the mb0erereBeheet. 3 e l e cl lo rc BlMIVfGEDRGE. 

SEVEN BARROWS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) £4J50 
L1!L__J added 2m 110yds Penalty Vatao £3^89 

1 1511m- 9QieE8U(lBqTOramOBMAretsw < ftnHl6120 PCktoenr 

2 UlO SAKTIMH0*reC167)TO£taWKEtMCflMMHru*)r7114 PMmi 

3 334-114 HADbOl (USA) CO) (PKT J VAitofl D GsruWto 6 ID 4 M Dwyw 

4 0QCF5- BOOKCA5E (22^(08 (Aifept (80) Ixfl D Etocrth S 10 1 PHoMy 

3 V AIMSDARKMMm (704) (A Mcorej A Mooa 5 10 0 BPowSl 

-5 dedared- 

Mntoun Hetfc 100. Hue handfcsp wtRs: JufaetottMDhrBB 13fc 

BHIRfB: 7-4 Ssaet M^nnetts, 9-4 Sqtoe 5*, 4-1 Nei|all, 92 Booiteese, 16-1 Mtadarldto- 

wdar 

199* Ann 8 10 9 P Hclloy 100-30(0 Ehmth) 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

SWEET MIGNONETTE took well » hunflng last season, showing plenty of couraro w com- 
pMa b totrtoek at Aintree in Aprt whh a ttvee-quaneHenetfi beauig of Shankar. She 8iv 
ished bane in the Swintan Handicap Hunle at Hajdock on her final start, but S* has been 
nmnlrtg wto on the Ret recently and loota set tor another good season. Sqeb* Sift wound 
ip a pod season with a beating trfTaioudant (staNemate to Sweet M®xmette) at Aintree 
In Aprt. Tlus e good term, but to Is utteiy to be as fit as the selection todty end she can 
do ton tor foot mdar these cotottlora. Na d |Btl ooUd finish o ntf foixth to WIM Snanl>etty 
when g»ng tor a tai-irtcfc « Ctoffenhan and he looks up against It in Bus company. Jo- 
Basdertrtwaiier lacks a recent run and omtoenos, haung won from hte sole stan owerttm- 
ber at Piumpton almost two years ago. Bookcase * a danger, however. Both Ns wna orer 
hunles have come twr ooume and rtstance In October, he has dreppnd m e far mart iw- 
Wg been below totm tar the pest too seasons and has bean naming «l on the Flat. 

Selection: SWEET MIGNONETTE. 

1C if! I NEWBURY NATIONAL HUPfT FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £2000 
1 0,1X0 1 added 2m UQyils Penalty Value £1,982 

1 uy TIE BOCMXS (548) [BT SaaoF&Mn) 0 5terMod 5 11 11 MrJDwtaa 

2 1-4 S9HESOWra«a«(VJA(toK)U»HHn0S4111O GRy®(6) 

3 CCBQNEU.SIB'IDE IM E R Msap|d Uss H Kn0S 5 11 4 IkJClJDtyfT) 

4 0- Faur(M7)fl)BMRHcMnd5114 HMsrta{7) 

5 JEIBOItS UmStanaiay Co Udl Mb J ftorenS 114 S Knott [7) 

6 JUCTAUHff(AETMsB!jl*sjPSiiTian5U4 l*MMcenib(7) 

7 0- MANOFWtSlDf p*5) (UhfcyQolf Pamwstol NHexWnon 5 114 ltCVtgon(7) 

8 MtCBBIDaEMI1W()(HMFMcC!aRG0aMng5114 RAmoH(7) 

9 MyGONlDM mwdprFhonglAnqtoreit 1X9 J LatgRllA CRaa(7) 

10 WCHrNUE(ALBaUCBmete5114 IferElanes 

11 Qr PSKATS BOY (311) (D R C EfcwonrO D 5 11 4 A Procter (3) 

12 SUCTeum(NZ)|MCMDriCEfenvi6114 MrRiohnsmlS) 

13 8dU>VtHUKS(MGenlHI«wgri6U4 ; IfeMBM 

14 SUSCO’MsJandCDkaan) PBtoBr5U4 R Mmay (7) 

15 HMMMraBnatsnt)ladyHeiils4U3 laPnatomMontaBd) 

19 moom KAMK fan tf the Ua LMQmbc) NHenfercon 4113 M Leas (7) 

17 MASSANK PARK Qeune Snook) L Snook 4 11 3 Hr P Booioy (7) 

18 MMM(NAT«*aii4toltoNTiwnF(to»4113 DWWtoTO 

19 &AXWtMaE(5eoOTCUcftonMto)PHaaia4U3 eTatnoyTO 

20 23 IDSN (MJlIRntf Lari Huanadon 4 11 3 a toe (3) 

21 «aGS9AAB»AU*nBwloiBrtDl%to61013 I ALtoeotop) 

22 PmiCUDrprDBASROS Dow 5 10 13 Mr I McCarty 

23 DIM ROSE Melba Mato) S Wootam 4 10 12 FtaattTO 

» ’ I4A9HD E«X5 at 1M OK Mb C A HoOVKSlDboi) Dm 4 10 12 IHogMTO 

25 MCKTHEBOUlOtoBabatti I fepat^ AM 00E41Q12 JksAPeoalt 

BBTMe: M TmH, 7-1 Stede SeKtoC, M Mm Of MMey, 1W. AedaoRa, Cam* Steptoe, Jet 
Bore, R**a, Moftr "UN, torea Btoe, Tto Bonds; 144 Hooded tort. Jos Abert, 1B4. IWp- 


tte tally, sank Gn, oOmts 
lSB4s Salon Gb* 5 11 0 G UcCoufi B-l (p HobbiJ 25 an 
FORM GUDE 

TOSta led Shtfe Sourdag rune tengms behind when a Nose thtrd © Mantjys Manono at 
Chrttatoam reoreiyon Ns first start sinca flnhttrg second at MaHet Rasen m June. He 
tooks good enough on that showing. The Bounder ws uyed at O M Aentom In Aprs last 
year tovtng made a wmhlng start a Doncaster toe pmlous morsh end ooito stnieOe im- 
dar a penalty. There are stxra waresting n o wc o marg. with Anadanlto and Ndahacatch- 
mg the eye on ped0ee . Setocttan: TOSM. 


behind when a Nose third © Mandys Manono a 
a IlnUiing second at Mortal Rasen m June. He 
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NEWBURY 

2-40: Woodrising, bcaicn bj- Amlah 
on firm ground at Tiunton last 
month, may well tokR her Rveqgs 
on this easier smface . Neit her may 
cope, thoogh, with EXECITTIVE 
DESIGN. Mary Reveky’s runner 
has not raced over hurdles before, 
bat has been a useful stayin g hand - 

icapper cm the Flat, performing neO 
at Redcar four weeks ago. 

pen 

3.10: With all six rwuiers having 


HYPEmON^ 


iheir first on ting this season, at least 
a few will be ring-resty. But ai least 
SOUTHOU ts known to be in 


HYPERION 

200 eemumo 230 Berkeley Bounder 3XK) Over- 
ruled 130 OM Rouvel 400 Crystal FaBs «0 
Defight Of Dawn 5 lOO Master Charter 


GOING: Good U> Firm. 

STAIiS: Straight course - stands side; round course - Inside: 
round toBe- outside. DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Left-hand, pear-shaped comae with 1 mile straight. 

■ Course ME of town off the A838 (MJ8 Jen 3 A 4). ADMIS- 
SION: dnfa 414; Grandstand 18; Family Enclosure 58 (under- 
lQe free all cncfaeures). CAR PARK: Fhse. 


F- ™ V_-j AH mrw 

ALINBBHKn TOlgr ITMEi StBkln t Sen {3D0); Deacit-Wkur (430 >. 
WINNERS HI IBB LAST SEVEN DAXSt Naw- 
LONG- DISTANCE RUNNERS: iMfeaU (2-00>. Veronica Pranoo 
(2JKI). Snowy Petrel (2JW) A Mnhiatfl (4J»)hare been sent 221 
■tales by J Dunlop from Anmdel, W Sumo; Desert Water (4 JO) A 
SdsaarR3d0B(5iXU sad 2fl2mSes by JBnd^r from Uphoolc, Hants. 

o nnl EBF CISWO MAH)EN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£8J)00 added 2Y0 7f 

1 0 RMHnBQMDS US) J Quit 9 0 SDWtonsl9 

2 0 BATOUTOFTimUE (9) W K - ,51 9 0 Dak)6fcsai7 

3 6 F0RBGNJU»OeirC23)PChapp*Frtwn90 JBridlS 

4. 34342 RMEST RDBVI (27) R Johnson Holton 90 .A MDfloeel 

5 4 RXBPAI P (O) P Hans 9 0 AIMS 

6 0GSNAN0(22)GWoa90 Hi«s3 

7 0 GWFCtiaaUtodenaa — ICMN21 

8 IMNKSlEy WL(I)MnJRBrenhn90 —i — KManJO 

9 MQWRD PET M Johnston 9 0 IWmrl 

10 3 MBDAK (USA) C14) J Duitop 9 0 WCnaalZ 

11 GO KMDKHnHDAICa(29MsURNel99DJlIMwlB 

12 S MANOy{TOJHrtabn90 N Keamly 9 

13 IBT1HE GUMS (CNQP torn 90 SDrtBeklfi 

14 IRUVRD90UDJFbrehaM90 DKwitaoa2 

lb 65 SlBil GUEST pfiSa Mat, PracOT 90 CIMto20 

19 0 VRIABEHNBTO8ltonon90 toes OWeR (B) 11 

17 MNNHIGE (USA) B Hfc 9 D R Sheet IB 

19 DNMMIM(UBA)Lai*ipS9 RMM4 

19 00 DONA FKM(23) Ma&LSditalB 9 — Dan McKeewi 17 

20 52 TMKH0BA)P7)MSBUU89 WRSMtoonU 

21 0 RNIA8A (22) 9 Hb & 9 1 WVkecM 15 

22 ffiRMCA FRANCO JQrtop 89 TftAa22 

-Sdednto- 

BEmtt 7-2Taraetov B-l Rmfe Jedgsraert, 7-1 Bnst Robb, 8-1 b- 

riyaM, fienuMo, 12-1 B weibu ed. Gym*), 14-1 ottos 

loon] GIBSON BOOTH HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
l=rrJ £5^00 added lm flf 132yds 

1 032031 1UD0R BUN) (13} TO C Bntan B 9 12 BDqbS 

2 245Z20 6000HAMD(J3)TOiWVfeDS993 HCMkn!2 

3 645212 FUM1MG 1ME 03) TO TO) E Afcton 7 92 KFMneS 

4 633402 iUAHAL (USA) (37) D Modqr3 90 JWCenaeB 

5 414025 SN0WrPEHB.(U)JDunfcp3813 Jtitawrll 

6 522321 BHtiBErB0UCeUU|RMEN*r3810(4to-T8|ntoB 

7 30032 SUGAR MU. (27) Ms M Raetey 5 S B KOartey? 

B OTOO-03 EXPRESS OFT (18) Ms M Ratoy 6 8 7 IMRaul 

9 063 CANIECMU (121) T Thereon Janes3S2 _SMH*arti4 

10 211301 GREEN UWTOSMtttt3B2{4eC I Tata 3 

11 341330 MOV* (25) R WCams 3 7 13 SSaedn2 

12 460003 CtUNBO (UR R HoOnshead 4 79 MHemr(5)£3 

13 4Q2D33 M3NVKnCE(3^(q M CtcpmonA 77 J4sfnD^u[7)10 

-ii deefared- 

BETTRie: S-l JaM, B-l Expreas BUI, Thdor Mend, 7-1 Ftoatbd Une, 
Soprrn, 8-1 Otoea lead, Snowy Pedal, 11-1 ottos 

10 nril EBF CO-OP BANK FBJJESMABENSTAKE5 
L™rJ (CLASS D) £5^00 2YD lm (round) 

1 ANNECV (USA) HCedS 11 WRjeall 

2 30 BASOOD (US44 (17) E Dirtop 6 11_ — —WRSwUunS 

3 06 BOOfM LASS (20} B hasS 11 MHOslO 

4 DAUVWHE J WB 8 11 B«x3 

5 NASmiALSAHARW RHonS 11 TSpokeB 

G 0 OWEHHUED (581 TO) D Infer B 11 RHBffMS 

7 5 P0RIUG1BE LJL (38J 0 NchoCs 8 11 AtaGrearec2 

B 0 SUBLET SUE {12} M Johnson 8 11 — I W n —r4 

9 SHHMG SUN B His 8 U HIM 1 


10 TRUHPCDfeSll TQnhn 1 

11 00 IFUFT(U}SilbdinesoaD8U GDMM8 

-Udecbrad- 

BBTMk 8-4 Annecy, 8-1 Owmfled, 7-1 Neeeea HsMdr, 8-lBodtaf 
Sk*b9 Ban. lft-1 Mabtaeto, 12A atom 

OOAl RJB MNNG COfBXTIONS STAKES (CLASS 
o £8,000 added 2m 110yds 

1 425634 DU) mm (USA] (20) D Mutay Snili 4 9 4-M Roberts 1 

2 002300 TANAK IEMH (13^ E Aston 4 9 0 KDerfey3 

3 01 HARBOUR BUWD (22) MSkue38B KMh2 

-SdKbred- 

HETTNG: 4-7 OU Roavnl, S-4 Hartoer hind. 14-1 tnah Mrraii 

I Ann] cpl homefire nursery handicap 

l Ms,W l (CLASS D) £54)00 2YO lm (round) 

1 13 EOIUB}(89SrMad(PiacoilB7 JGDrtlhU3 

2 BUS ALZAffll (30$ (BF)PCcto93 DowOTMTOl 

3 33328 TABRIZ (M J BetaB 8 10 I Reid ID 

4 622302 CKSSIAL FAILS (19) J J OtoB88 KMDR2 

5 040 MUHINI(34TO)JDuAop88 W Canon 9 

6 042113 AUSSE(31) TO MTot^kreB 7 PRaHaoa7 

7 326 HRM CD} TO? BIOS 81 RIMsB 

8 423151 HOAEAfD (25) (D) T J teqjwm 7 13 S Sanders 4 

8 BOO PHANTOM HAZE [B2) Mss SHrt 7 7 NttofryTO? 

10 00500 MNSIHIBEACM (22) C Gidmi 7 7 lit 8 

-lOtfedered- 

AUrun.' 7b 7t riueft’apMtfitcftanBmttBB TttUhUimthtKV . t 
BETTW& 7-2 Wzantt, 9-2 tometaed, 5-1 Exaftnd, Tabriz, 6-1 Wrw.7- 
1 Crystal FMk, 8-1 IfeddadL 12-1 other* 

lionl BRITISH COAL BUTERPRISE CLAMING 

SHAKES (CLASS E) £4/400 added ~t 

1 044000 UWSHMM110NS(M)Mk(\naan392 lWawerlS 

2 300334 BOGART (57) TOC Mint 4 8 13 W Moods 15 

3 010600 DAME(USA](97)TOM5VAcontoy4Bll JIDeertaRia 

4 2-40310 BEPHEIBtD (83) (D) R Hamon 4 8 11 IfeUU 

5 3CECOO MCSGNEieaiE(TOnMQqnBi5B10-i:ilnbr(T)3 

6 200-060 RED FM (U) D Maffen 48 10 Damn Moffett P) B 

7 140324 DEUBHT0FIMHNTOTOKlK)7389 CSca^(7)2 

8 0X39 1 2 MNISONQ (tt) |D) RAMhret4BB .TthtaM 

9 333200 RDSSNBUETOMaJRfetHfen4B9 KMkn3 

10 009000 ACCESS CAMWAL(21) RBen 4 88 WRyenlS 

11 £3440 FRBKH BMGER (11) I BADlg 4 8 8 ADeriayl 

12 060200 GROOM (23) (D) J Macto 4 8 B G Mad ID 

13 00 DesanmiBI(ll)jBnq^r38 6 M Baird (5) 4 

14 POO SM3I00T (29) D MoBat 3 8 5 TWbnsB 

15 00090 CYPRUS POMT (2S7) S Canplon 48 4 JleM Mdteora 17 

16 045600 B0WKW8Y(2G U WEaS»by383 LCtamocfcS 

17 Q0E0Q0 tolWWMX(3B)tknErei»1npa4Bl NBlfeMar7 

18 042006 ISfER SUCH BUSS (IR) J BbIM 3 S 0 WCereool2 

19 300000 EUPHTUIA P4) Bab Jones 3 7 13 FNartaall 

- 19 dectared- 

BEJTRIft 6-1 LeveynueMtoai, 6-1 DeBffit Of tow, 7-1 ReeiW Blue, 8- 

1 Reprehend, 10-1 Bogart, 12-1 Deane, Freach Gtager, 19-1 etbers 

icnni ®a APPRemcE handicap (class ej 

£4y400 added 3YD 7f 

1. 01UJ03 MOlJNlBmE |S) TO M BKt&jr 9 7 PUcCatoS 

2 206030 NMnCD0UL(B3)TOBHE(94 JDSnMi£r 

3 532065 PBSMN ROBE {B7)J 80991 PFWfeyTO20 

4 322300 WAniON TROW (481 RDn Thompson 8 13 — A Daly TO 19 

5 501620 BUtSia>pS)Rt*mn813 DweOTMflS 

6 WHO AMBBBIIRDUS (107) E Atom 8 11 PPMutpkyB 

7 350564 BMTSP US (19) TO JlEsre 8 1Q_ N Verier 13 

8 43-6443 SO AMAZMB (BO) TO) USE. S Hrt 8 9 LNotooa21 

9 046000 PttJU PU 062) P Bans & 7 GABtcM(3)22 

10 0260 MASlffiCHARIHtpj] (BF) liteJIfcnsBlE? _5San*r»ll 

U 314000 IfHETDANT (17) J RtGeoid 8 6 GPMfe(3)5 

12 444004 SAUB (22) D AitaMim 8 3 SDramel 

13 304060 RSXT ROW. (HQ T J NBtffntn 6 3 AWMtoS 

14 400130 PURSUANCE (S) TO) J BaUflg 80 IESWto(S)U 

15 OOO DtSSENJORCUS) JGtorefSO J Stock 14 

16 5-0040 BBJA COOLA (5fl C Haffll 8 0 ^Aawnda Snrrina (3) 10 

17 520554 SWEET MAIE p.7) S Bmire 7 10 Damw kto&att 7 

19 GOOD MAD ABOUT THE GBL (17) DCotoM 1 7 8 DUAMR8 

19 603404 kERRE IE BOW (U) Ftt Mtrirt 7 8_MMtln DwjarTO 16 

20 043006 SOSSORRDGETOTOjBnapr 7B____JHBaH2 

21 542306 BOOST (17) C Ihonbxi 7 7 JCSheriTOlB 

22 00000 IT B NOW (13] S Gofcip77 M tony 4 

-22 Itoiawd- 

Mn&iun ik^s; 7d 7b. Tam henSap vet&tt: # fe hbw I’d 5 Bl 
B£ rTW&8-l Neeter Ch art e r. B-l Mo s a l RM e. 10 1 0 — ul Mal e, Sotuae- 
kkfc 12-1 NonSfl Dei, SttOt, Ew Up Ife, 34-1 Hkn 


- MrtV 


sport 


Atherton 
arrives in 
SA with a 
warning 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


good bean. “He's in fine shape, has 
schooled very wcU and we expect a 
veiy decent nm," Quis Kinanc, the 
stable's assistant trainer, said yes- 
terday. The yard is in form and De- 
dan Murphy rides. 

□OQ 

i-Hfc Stompln was tinve-and-a-half 
lengths too good for CLIFTON 
BEAT at Aintree in April, hut the 
latter receives 4Jb today and has had 
a recent run. Balanak and Wishing 
make this a hot contest 


HYPERION 

220 Lucy Ttifty 2J50 Dennington 3120 Lake Of 
Lou0vna3L5O EHkbtg4J20 Cantoris Frater 450 
Bushohr 5L20 Court Nap 

GOING: Good. 

■ Ufttad course. Run- to oT 200yd. 

■ Coarse Is S of town off BJ 1 4k ADMISSION: Man ben S.1U; 
GnuNMand A Paddock £5. CAR PARK: Members SO; rest Doe. 


WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Lake OTLoBthnn (3JM) 
won u Ludlow an Friday. 

UWKMH&TANCB RDNNER& PitowriD A Oanbdoa's 

Preani (4JiO)aret 361 mfla b rMPtpet him NtchotoJiayne. Deron. 

O oa| walsingham selling handicap HUR- 

DLE (CLASS G) £4JD00 added 2m 

1 1263-4 LONE RMK CTO C A>Bn 4 11 ID PCMfetfirr 

1 31231F SAUSAig (29Q TO J Wiye 6 11 4 IRKna^i 

3 15051 WORDSMOH (6*5) J L tone 5 11 1 P Mctn^fin (3) 

4 4004411 UICYT1JFIY{16) J fesra 4 10 13 — UBmato 

5 403S3D 10RCAfUOTO(CD|DCany41013 Ga^pta (7) 

6 619003 KAJBRDCVE®t(13)(CD) K»T(jDw5l010 JBym 

7 314321 GRB»SEA00(TOTOJAto»7109-TDamaita[7) 

8 (POO© SAMMO(508)WMLBDMr61D6 LHarrey 

9 S2PP IMRIWSWMGS L WonirMhand 102 RRvnnt 

10 530334 VBMAHB0UTOTOJJenfere7100 D Ta O ow l n ai (7) 

Mnfeun «e(Fc 10a. Do® (arefap wTOC mmBortSstiab. 
KITMGi 11-4 Low Hrt, 4-1 Lacy TBftjr, 82 6ton*s SeaTO, 6-1 Water 
DMbw, 7-1 TT M t oto, 8-1 Urrarin, 12-1 Wtofewltk, 19-1 ottatu 


DMbw, 7-1 TT M l CH. 8-1 toreretin, ia-1 Wwdtoitk. 19-1 ottorn 

o cnl FU3DMG NORTON CONDTTIONALS HAM>- 
L=r5lJ CAP CHASE (CLASS E) £4,500 3m 110yds 

1 33/22J-t OttBUOCUJBCTOIt8ada>7U.10 -TJMnybj 

2 JMMJ5- ra£NAWQG(2iJ)|cqRampiail2U4 Jftnta -. 

3 12-1246 M««ann(rt)(q lM "** ,n,<n snw» 

4 445322- USSFBm(153)TORMnU>103_. £ Italy 

5 33F522- H®» PES) Q HubWH 7 10 2 KBtae 

6 15/p- P WroTW»ffSnC(llJSCnafi^l3100_A»ireaw«i(7) 

_ g ■ 

Uktaxn wngr ICa. 7/uo itMtScep Tftf MfiEt SW 102). 

BEUWfeU-Wlto Bta Gtob.llrADMidljpait.aa Hire Ftn, B-l Ife^ 
soon HUnflaNa Awa, 40-1 fetoTto MyMic 

ryoHn WMPEY HOMES NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
D) £5,000 added 2m UOyds 

1 653-212 NOOter TOTO NWtaer8 11 7 IRrtkn 

2 20W21 UREaFUU6M»(7]KBtaey511G — TJEtaATO 

3 2052-12 PR«IBUl4I<DtTOlMPve511fi DtoUQtav 

4 6U4F&3 ABSW(TO6EntertfiU.O IRIfanigi 

5 3RJ2FP- HABatAN B«y (204) MraJPnnan 7110 WManfen 

6 4/4415-2 SALMAN (MB Mg VWM 8 11 0 R Data 


7 2UJ01- SEO0 RfflSACtTE) SMeficrG 110 Chrt»VtW*(5) 

8 SULA MM KMAmnw 8 110 IRjw 

-Sdactood- 

aETIBtB: 94 PitM, 114 Utie of loagbrea, 4-1 Seod ©00). M tto- 
btab, U-2 SnhoH, 10-1 AtaBBtan Bfer, 204 atton 

QCfll MICHAEL SCOTNEY HANDICAP HURDLE 
1”^! (CLASS E) £4y500 added 2m 

1 44UUF HAVE A NBHICAP (HRI) N IWitai 6 11 11 JllldWtu 

2 000112- BURES (1449 M Tanfetos 4 U 10 DM«« 

3 402127-3 BUMS <27X0)6 Mefa 5 10 10 Cbrts Wobfc (5) 

4 2320-11 R O tM RI ND(TOWPRBi71D9 WMawtna 

-4dadared- 

BETIING: B-2 BBtog, 1X4 Fomrtao, 3-1 Bur**, 74 Haw A MRMcap 

\A on| WEST NORFOLK FUELS HANDICAP CHASE 
L—__lJ (OJtSS F) £6^)00 added 2m 5f 110yds 

1 Q12F3/2- CHATTY CHAPUUN ( 7) D l*£^r 9 12 Q .JDMcCta 

2 251062 1EWM TOM Alan 8120—— MNnra 

3 PI-B3R5 *MY ODEA (6) 05) T B4 8 11 12 IRMta 1 

4 U3U-122 CAISDRBRWBOT MfeJ PoianBU 3 WMnton 

5 S65UH) AMSta COftBiy (IB) MoSl-Botof 1111 2_1? fTTwfriw 

6 1-642P2 POPI>eSPET{B7)JMuans8110 S&oan (3) 

7 3D30U3 lOOESRJtClAD (27) R Defen 5 10 8 DMwwBb 

8 /WO CARONALBALPH (12fi)TOM£SA Entreos 1110 5 JRjan 

9 244WP SOUNDS BKDEN 0« JWW T1D0 IRKanorti 


►run aeroc IDSL Tim 
IMG: 2*1 Cmtnrts Frit 
I Pat M crafty Ctopt 


4 U3U-122 CAIBORn FRA3S (Xq MM J toian 8 11 3 Wfenfei 

5 S65HM) MASTS! CUEPT (19) Miss L Botaf 11 U 2 _ J) Qtanaar 

6 1-642P2 POfTQS PET (87) J MuGnsS 110 SCunan (3} 

7 30OCHJ3 LODTOTtXE LAD (27) R Dcfen 5 10 8 DMowHi 

8 mOO CARDNALSALPH (126)TOMssA EntnxK 11 10 5 J Rwn 

9 2440S4* SOUNDS OU»t 09) JWHTO 7100 IRtianaaTO 

-9 d taa red- 

Mhfrun ae^ic IDSL Tn» tmtap Mgc SotnS Gatfett9a2e. 
BEIUNG: 2-1 Cantoris Pmtar. 7-2 BataL B-2 Lnde*tna» Lad, 5-1 Poo- 
pats Pet. B-l CnrityCboptaii, 14-1 toa^rOTtaa, l£-l Mton 

[Ten] Lnil£ SNORWG NOVTCE HURDLE (CLASS 
1_!™J D) (DIV 0 £3,500 added 3YD 2m 

1 12111 D0MN0ffSDflEN(ITOTO M HP6ll5 DpridtaMAr 

2 3 BUSIM[M)SCotaml012 W Mtatoi 

3 4 BAflNABrWUDW(39)MI%anl0B ]Ryw 

4 4 EIA5R. STRSET (17) C Um ID B Jltatoa 

5 F coumwpstJWbcioB PMetra^taen 

6 G00DDIhaml09 MBnmw 

7 220 WARHEAD 148) J JeMe 10 9. IFTfttoy 

8 KsnswaiWHBffiBiQT rjota 

9 UWWDODSIDCRMBAEirtmrelDd iRKnuaaaan 

— ^ IfecSttvtf to 

BEmm: MDotBUMfi hwa, 7-a tafefe, 5-1 FfeMv, 6-1 Cta 
DT)r, WraMcad, S-l Bni S»M. 20-1 Good, 25-1 rtbefs 

C on I LITTtESNOBtie NOVICE HURDLE (OJWS 
P) (DIV B) £3£00 added 3Y0 2m 

1 ACQOTIALJ F«Blawl0l2 WMarxteo 

2 05 KMaSWSimMBRAlwcIlOU^ RSqtaa 

3 CWLMEnA£HVft|P5¥109 JtHmtoy 

4 4 cnmnapnasmanring. mm— 

6 crentaMBMitewtinQ _ “*-Hlt 

6 XM)FRMCEStorTEl09 BBaqfen 

7 WATCH MTUKUTimiMs 109 DfMAjiM 

B ALCOHMCHE KC unwtyan -BaiMi 10 7 JRKwws^ 

BOTMG: M Cant Nip. 3d AeqMHaL 7-2 Wfetek My Upa, 44 AI Oar- 
nfcta. s-l Kkgi mmpd. m Boktoya 14-1 ottore 


Cricket 


Mike Atherton marked Eng- 
land’s arrival in Johannesburg 
yesterday by warning that his 
team would “fight fire with 
fire” against South Africa’s lest 
pace bowlers. 

The South African pace at- 
tack would be an important fac- 
tor, Atherton said when the 
England team arrived on the 
first official tour (or 30 years. 

“Pace is obviously their strong 
suit, but we have a very settled 
top five and our batsmen ore not 
shy as they've proved in the 
past," he said. “We have also got 
some pace of our own and if need 
be we can fight fire with fire.” 

The England manager. Ray 
Illingworth, predicted a very 
dose series and hoped England 
could repeat their form of the 
drawn six-Test summer series 
against the West Indies. Eng- 
land play five Tests and seven 
one-day internationals on the 
14-week tour. 

“The spectators would have 
their money’s worth if the series 
finished 3-2 and obviously I 
hope that we will be on the right 
side of that equation,” Illing- 
worth said. “We realise it's an 
important tour and that we 
have responsibilities aside from 
the cricket.** 

Illingworth said that Eng- 
land would be happy to be in- 
volved in South Africa's 
cricketing development pro- 
gramme “but at the end of the 
day we are here to play good 
cricket and to win”. This is Eng- 
land's first tour since M J K 
Smith's team won a three-Test 
scries 1-0 in 1964/65. 

The only player to be asked 
for his autograph was, pre- 
dictably enough, the South 
African-born batsman, Robin 
Smith. It was all very different 
-and thankfully so - from five 
years ago when Mike Gatling 
led a rebel England team into 
Johannesburg. On that occa- 
jiljn. the players were not wel- 
comed by most people in a 
country sufi ruled by apartheid. 
In 1990, Gatling and his team 
were surrounded by “minders”. 

Heavy rain may scupper the 
squad’s chances of training out- 
doors at the Wanderers ground 
in Johannesburg today. Indoor 
nets at. Rand Afrikaans Uni- 
versity will be used if the weath- 
er does not improve. 

The lour begins with a friend- 
ly one-day match against Nicky 
Oppenheimer’s XI at HaHway 
House next Tuesday. 

■The new JE2.4m Indoor School 
at Lord's was officially opened 
yesterday. Bigger than the orig- 
inal Indoor School, which was 
built in 1977 and demolished to 
make way for the new one, the 
latest edifice - designed by ar- 
chitect David Motley - gives 
MCC and English cricket in 
general a much-needed modern 
and up-to-date facility. The new 
school, funded by the MCC, the 
Lord’s Taverners’ and a £700,000 
grant from the Foundation for 
Sport and the Arts, can be used 
for six or eight-a-side cricket as 
well as being divided into ei£ht 
nets. There is a video coaching 
room, a speotatorgalteiyand bar, 
and extensive changing rooms. 


■ TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

7.45 untBBs stoma 

BORD GAB LEAGUE OF RELAND Protaer 
DfvtslML- Bohemians v University CdlegB 


v Dundalk; Si Patrick s 
; Atolone v snetooume 


Dublin; Di 
AtNeUc v 
(8.0). 


Rugby League 

7.30 unless stated 

HALIFAX EMERGING NATIONS WORLD CUP 
GROUP A 

Carte Manta v Scotland ... 

tar wtmuon Roan, casiteftwn 

Russia v UMtad StatM 

Tat Mfltfserpoty. Warrirffonj 
GROUP B 

tretood y Morocco - 

(a Crown Ban. Dew&uryi 


CUM MATCH: Pontypridd vAb&rcynon (7.0). 

Speedway 

PREMIER LEAGUE: Oxford v Arena Essa 
17.45): Pereitarou&t v Bale Vue (7.30). 

Other sports 

BASKETBALL: McDonaWs Championship 
sernt-firats (London Arenai. 

GOLF: Alfred DunhJU Cup (St Andrews). 
TERMS: International women’s tournament 



FULL RESUIT5 SERVICE 

089 1.168.168 

‘flTFOCf Tt-iF Ot-F 
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sport 



Ruth is buying a £1 lottery tick- 
et and being convinced you wfll 
win the jackpot. It is believing 
your 15-year-old dog - blind, 
cancerous and incontinent - 
will live for ever. Ruth is tak- 
ing your car to a main dealer, 
never expecting them to phone 
and say: “Ah, there’s a bit of a 
problem with that one". It is be- 
ieving in Father Phri^mac 
politicians’ promises, newspa- 
per horoscopes, the dial on the 
side of your toaster. And faith 
is... Robert Gara'de. 

An unassuming 28-year-old 
student, Gaiside sets off in De- 
cember to run round the world 
alone. Yes, that is right. The hill 
monty. Five continents, 52 
countries.' He reckons* to cov- 
er almost 40,800 miles (the 
plane journeys between land 
masses don’t count), and pad 
into Piccadilly Circus sometime 
around September 1999. It is 
a wildly ambitious project for 
even the most dedicated ultra- 
runner. Never mind the run- 
ning: just think of the language 
problems, the mass of visas, the 
nutritional difficulties. Gar- 
side, however, has solved all 
these hurdles by the simple ex- 
pedient of ignoring them. 

Languages? “I'm not very 
good at languages, but I can 
probably get by in Slovakia." 
Visas? “When I get to the bor- 
ders, I'm sure Til be able to 
work something out." Food 
and water? “On high-mileage 


days I may carry a snarfr such 
as a small orange or lemon, a 
banana and a small chocolate 
bar. In the evening I will eat a 
balanced meaL" In Gabon, 
Senegal, Afgh anistan or West- 
ern Sahara? But Gaiside is con- 
vinced that people’s innate 
generosity, two years of a psy- 
chology course, and a letter 
from Nelson Mandela wfll see 
him through. This man has 

look like a heretic. 

He became interested in 
running 10 years ago. “I got sick 
of doing the dubs and pubs, 
and decided to get fit Running 
became an obsession. I ran 10 
miles in the morning, 10 miles 
in the afternoon. I did a cou- 
ple of marathons and was do- 
ing around 2 hours 30 minutes, 
but I didn’t want to be just an- 
other marathon runner.” 

Inspiration came from The 
Guinness Book of Records. “I 
noticed that people had run 
some very long distances and 
that someone had even walked 
around the world but, when I 
checked, nobody had actually 
run it. So I decided to be the 
first" For the past year, he has 
been planning his route, run- 
ning at least 20 miles a day and 
reading The SAS Survival 
Handbook (*Tm learning six 
pages a day"). 

On 20 December, he will 
leave Piccadilly Circus, run to 
Heathrow and board a plane 


KEITH ELLIOTT 


AT LARGE 


for South Africa. If all goes 
well. Nelson Mandela vrill start 
his epic run - and that is when 
it starts to get tough. . 

In Africa alone, his route 
takes Mm through some of the 
hottest poorest and wildest 
places in the world: Zaire, 

Benin, Tbgo, 

Mauritania -it 


ons, buffaloes, elephants, leop- 
ards, snakes? “The best pro- 
tection is by planning to avoid : 
them. If it's practical to employ 
a temporary guide through 
high-risk areas, then I wfll. 
Butm be sticking to the main 
roads anyway. In hot countries, 

m be eating 

plenty, of gar- 


i$ a daunting ‘It’s much harder lie, which win 


list but Gar- 
side seems tO ShOOt a 
quite unper- 

mxbed. -rae running person 

Foreign Office 

have given me than SOITieOne 
a list of the ... . 

countries like whos walking 

Angola and 

Congo I’m a 

bit uneasy o£ but I think my two 
years of psychology will come 
in very useful. It’s the study of 
common sense, like training a 
dog. It’s very simple principles.” 

He adds, as an afterthought: 

“And it’s much harder to shoot 
a running person than someone 
who’s walking." 

Well, that should be a great 
consolation. But what about li- 


belp to keep 
mosquitoes 
away." 

If (sorry, 
when) he gets 
through Africa 
(8,082 miles, 
307 days) he 

will fly to 

Spain, and trot 
through Europe (3.950 miles, 
194 days). In Slovakia, he will 
drop in on his parents, who 
have moved there from 
Cheshire, and collect some 
more words of wisdom from Ms 
mother. So far she has advised 
him: Do not think about the 
fame, think about the pain - 
which sounds like a Slovakian 
proverb. 


After 53 days (1,187 miles) 
running throu gh the Russian 
Federation, he crosses the bor- 
der tO KavalrhsTtin and spends 

277 days crossing Asia (5,808 
miles). The Himalayas includes 
the high est point of the trip, 
which Gaiside thinks is about 
17,000 feet. Altitude problems? 
Not for our man. He will still 
be reding off distances of up to 
60 miles in a day, according to 
his schedule. Isn’t that quite a 
lot, I venture? He seems sur- 
prised. “Tve got 24 hours to 
complete that distance each 
day. Of course. 

In Malaysia, he wfll ren- 
dezvous with his girlfriend, who 
appears to have distanced her- 
self fairly effectively from Gar- 
side’s project* But love will not 
delay him. He has built in only 
three rest days out of 22 in 
Malaysia (514 miles), Australia 
beckons, and a 2^93-mfle slog 
from Perth to Sydney (114 
days). It can get pretty hot in the 
middle of Oz come summer 
time, with temperatures as Mgh 
as 50C But Garside is not wor- 
ried. “Fve done a marathon in 
38G" he says confidently. Well, 
it is only another 12 degrees. 

He will probably be glad to 
get to Cline (geddit?) after 
thaL Through Argentina, Peru, 
Ecuador, Colombia, Panama, 
Costa Rka and Mexico, gett in g 
ever nearer the United States, 
and his dream of spending the 
night on an Indian reservation 


(don’t ask me why.) In Cali- 
fornia, be plans to meet Dave 
FCnnsf, the first man to walk 
around the world, and swap sto- 
ries -Kunst’s brother was shot 
by bandits in Afghanistan, and 
Kiinst himself only survived by 
sticking Ms finger in the hole 
marie by a bullet 

It wiU be all downhill (figu- 
ratively speaking) from then on. 
and, once in New York, Gaiside 


flans to run up and down the 
Empir e State Building to prove 
how good he feels. The last leg 
of the journey is from Glasgow 
to London. “I want to be bade 
in England in time for the mil- 
lennium," Garside says. . . ... 
, And. that’s JL : A, *QpU.,tif 
39,920 miles, taking just under 
fair years with 209 rest days, all 
with a backpack weighing less 
than l(Hb. It will include letters 
from his local MP and The 
Guinness Book af Records, char- 
acter references and sundry 
items including a “soeptic peu- 
tiT, according to his equipment 
list * 

You may think this article was 
written with one. You could be 
right. Perhaps I am being alto- 
gether too cynkaL After all, his 
fearless but naive approach 
may be hist the way to conquer 
the world (we’ve done ft before 
that way, after ail). And didn’t 
a Briton sail across the Atlantic 
in a bathtub? No, how I flunk 
about ft, he did not The tub 
sank in Plymouth harbour. 


Hill prepares to enter the last-chance saloon 


Motor racing 

DAVID TREMAYNE 
reports from Aida, Japan 

Damon Hill continues to shrug 
off a hairline fracture in his right 
leg as he prepares to grasp 
what could be his last chance to 
keep his fading World Cham- 
pionship hopes alive here al the 
Aida circuit in the first part of 
the Japanese double-header. 
He retains a mathematical 
chance of beating Michael 
Schumacher to the title, but is 
aware that the reigning cham- 


PICK OF THE DAY 

FHW-SAnJRMr l Basketball 

McDonald's Championships 
London Arena, Docklands 

This wfll be the seventh edition 
of this major international tour- 
nament. Keen followers of the 
sport may have noticed that the 
name of the event has changed 
from the McOonakf s Open to the 
McDonald’s Championship in 
an effort to 'reflect the presence 
of championship teams'. 
Thankfijiy, in this instance r 1he PR 
catchphrase does not premise 
more than the event can deliver. 
A gflttermg coflectton of top teams 
from around the worid have been 
assembled, with the NBA (National 
Basketball Association) champ- 
ions, the Houston Rockets, top- 
ping the bill. 

The presence of European chsnp- 
ions. Real Madrid, and IsraeTsTe! 
Aviv hjgiljght the quality of the ax- 
team tournament Britain will be 
represented by the Sheffield 
Sharks, who win have to perform 
exceptionally wefl to be present in 
tomorrow's final. 

Since it started in the- United 
States in 1987, this event has 
seen the participation of such su- 


pion needs only three points 
from the remaining three races 
to retain his crown. 

Hill sustained his injury when 
he crashed out of the European 
Grand Prix at the Nurburgring 
three weeks ago, but is more 
concerned with this race and 
with the outcome of an FIA 
Worid Council meeting in Paris 
yesterday, where his demands 
for dear interpretation of the 
rules of engagement of his pro- 
fession were among a number 
of subjects under debate. 

HflL, who is known to hold 
what appear to be increasingly 


unfashionable views of main- 
taining good manners during 
confrontations on the race- 
trade, said recently: “I believe 
the racing could be much bet- 
ter if everyone played by the 
rules. Tm beginning to wonder 
if I stand alone on this, but I am- 
ply ^ want to make myself dear. 
I just want tbe FIA to clarify the 
situation, that's alL" 

Max Mosley, the FIA presi- 
dent, lunched in London last 
week with the vice-president. 
Hemic Ecclestone, HOI, Schu- 
macher and fellow drivers Ger- 
hard Berger and Martin Bnmdle 


to discuss the matter, and the 
outcome is expected to be made 
public very shortly. If the Worid 
Council Maxes Hill’s view on 
what is acceptable and what is 
not, it could remit in a funda- 
mental change in some drivers’ 
tactics. HflJ and Schumacher 
have fallen out with each other 
over just such matters several 
times in the past two seasons. 

Although Hill’s willingness to 
race is thought to have denied 
the IndyGir champion, Jacques 
VDleneuve, a possible chance to 
bring forward the graduation to 
the Williams race team that he 


is due to make in 1996 -when 
he will replace (CD’s current 
partner, David Coulthard - 
health problems elsewhere 
have given the young Danish 
driver Jan -Magnussen his 
chance. Mika Hakkinen's re- 
cent appendicitis operation has 
obliged the McLaren boss, Ron 
Dennis, to call up his team’s lest 
driver on a circuit that few dri- 
vers know really welL 

Meanwhile, Bnmdle watch- 
es from the sidelines, having 
been obliged to stand down at 
Ligier in favour of the Japan- 
ese driver Aguri Suzuki. 


Tbe Pacific Grand Prix was 
originally scheduled to take 
place in April, but had to be 
postponed loll owing the earth- 
quake at nearby Kobe. Al- 
though there was talk of a 
five-year deal when the indus- 
trialist HajimeThnaka staged his 
inaugural grand prix last year, 
it now seems unHkety that there 
will be a third race m 1996. 

Despite that, however, this 
year's event is regarded in 
Japanese circles as a symbol of 
the country’s ability to rise 
above not just its economic, but 
also geographical problems. 


Connolly is 
ready fox 

Old Traffdrd 


if. 


Rjghy League 

DAVE HADH ELD 


There were more questions left 
hangiug in the air th3n were an- 
swered as England and Wiles 
named their teams for their 


at Old Haffbid tomorrow. 

As expected, England have 
Bobbie Gouldiog at scrum-half 
for Shaun Edwards, wbo is still 
recovering from a knee infec- 
tion, with Denis Betts t akin g 
over as captain. The choice of 
Nick Pinkney to replace Barrie- 
Jon Mather in the centres was 
also hinted at all this week, al- 
though tbe decision is hard on 
Mather, who bad a particular- 

two^weeks ago. 

The England coach, Phil 
Larder, has left the matter of his 
substitutes open until today, and 
there is a chance that Gary Con- 
nolly will be one of them. That 

would complete a remarkable re- 
covery from pneumonia by the 
Wiffm i-gntiE, wbo looked certain 
to mre the whole tournament. 

“Gary’s specialist told us that 
he had no chance," Larder 


lete that we always hoped be 
might make it" 

Connolly has trained this 
week and got through a prac- 
tice match - playing for Keigh- 
ley agains t Englan d — without 
ill effects. The temptation to 
have him on the bench at Old 
Trafford is dearly strong. 
Martin Offiah retains his 

E lace on the left wing, although 
e came perilously dose to be- 
ing left out after his lacklustre 


performance agam^ Jouth 
Africa The game s mat 
try-scorer looked 
of confidence in that match, but 
has attended two sprint sessions 
to try to regain his rhythm. 

If there are a few uncertain- 
ties on the fringes of Lhjder . ! 5 
team, then the one named by his 
semi-final opponent, Clive Grif- 
fiths, contains more “or" than a 
Welsh gold mine. There wcirn- 
gering doubts over John Dev* 
ereux, Scott Gibbs and Allan 
Bateman in die ihree-quartcfone 
and the possible permutations 
are legion- Tbe signs, however, 
arc thst fill three will be fit* which 
would mean Adrian Hadley 
dropping down to the bench. 

One definite addition to the 
line-up at the Wembley final is 
Prince Edward, wbo has agreed 
to present the World Cup on ~S 
October. .. . 

(Hato^JactaW CShBWW. 

Betts (AucWanct. capQ. CWa ejrfrwvQtvj- 
FairaV (Wigan). Substitute*: to be named. 
WALES nrr* I lento (WtoringtonJ. Medley 

nr 

lens). Batem a n (Crcnuttaft. SBSMm (Si Ho 
M Port (Satad). •MHHM 
Davies (Wamntfnn. caul). EMa pwm 
Queensland]. Atcteam fOawfl)..SfcefWtt 
(Wt@3n), Hal (Wigan). Vbueg (SaltortK**; 

rtarfy (Haifa*]. QrtmeU OWganl, E»too 
(L eeds). Cunfetfam (St Helens). PMSpt 
(Wortan&m). Jones (Wamngwn). 


J Gany Schofield, the former 
Great Britain Test captain, has 
apologised to Maurice Lindsay 
after being found guilty of 
bringing the game into disre- 
pute. The Leeds stand-off has 
withdrawn accusations that the 
Rugby League chief executive 
vetoed his selection for Eng- 
land’s World Cup squad- 


Paul more than 
a pretty face 


Henry Paul will be spared the 
final - or in this case, semi- 
final - indignity on Sunday. This 
most gifted and graceful of 
players will not have to stick his 
head into the land of cauli- 
flower ears. and broken noses 
that was opce the domain erf the 
specialist booker. 

Paul will play against Aus- 
tralia at Huddersfield for the 
right to go into the final of the 
Halifax Centenary Worid Cup, 
and he will have a No 9 on his 
back. But he will bind into the 
scrum at loose-forward rather 
than die middle of the front row. 
“He’s too good looking for 
that,” says the Kiwi coach, 
Frank Endacott. 

Endacott has given Paul such 
a variety of often peripheral 
roles during his short career as 
an international player that it 
would be no great surprise to 
find that he had given him the 
responsibility for cutting up 
the half-time oranges and run- 
ning the bath. 

The bath could hardly be 
more lukewarm than the 
coach’s initial assessment of 
Paul’s value during the Worid 
Cup. “He can win you a match, 
but he can. lose you a match as 
weft” was the way he put it 
when explaining why the Wigan 
player was hardly central to his 
plans. 

Wigan supporters will search 
their memories in vain for the 
matches he has lost for them, 
but Paul came off the bench to 
pity a big part in winning one 
when New Zealand staged their 
great escape to beat Tbnga 
25-24 in their first group game. 

He was consequently bade in 
favour, winning the stand-off 
role ahead of his rival. Gene 
Ngamu, for the match against 
Papua New Guinea. Once more 
he failed to enlist his coach in 
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perstars as Mage Johnson. Lar- 
ry Bird, Charles BarWey, Drazen 
Petrovic, Toni Kukbc and Arvidas 
Sabonis. This year's NBA repre- 
sentatives, the Houston Rockets, 
featuring All-Star players Ha- 
keem Ofe^uwon and Cfive Dnadet; 
will naturally be the team to beat 
The tournament offers the chance 
to see one of the game’s great- 
est stars - Otajuwon - whose taF 
ent Is equal to his lofty stature. 
Standing 2.12 metres tall, Ola- 
juwon was awarded the dishne- 
tion.of ‘most vatuahle plmr' after 
the recent NBK finals. Probably 
the wutd's spates* centre, his 
presence alone is worth the ad- 
mission price. 

Seats far both days are sefirg fast 
and those wishing to attend to- 
morrow’s final should book at the 
first opportunity Don’t be too dis- 
appointed if you can only secure 
seats at the back of the arena, 
you wot have any problems spot- 
ting these human giants. 

Iter to Cat then: Travel m Bart Staten 
tethetendmUixtastxrai, wtoeNonft- 
en. Centra) orWstttftntel Cty Una enantf* 
to (he DocMands Usw tetaejr, team me 
series to Island Gartens ted *0a « 
Crtssfoitaur stater. 

Art rt Mton : Today £10 art £17, tomor- 
KMr only £10 tlrtBB ram am m g . Ttp-orts 
lL30am. 3*n and Sort iwpectSatfl. Tee- 
phone DocMamfe Arena hr flamer for- 
mation (D171 538 1212]. 


This weekend 

TODAY 

BASKETBALL McDonald's Championship 
senfl-ttaals (Uxidan Arena, 7 pm). 

GOlP Alfred DunhU Cup (Si Andrew). 
RUGBY LEAGUE: Haflfex Emogng Nations 
Worid Cup Gnnp A: Oort btarts v Scotland 
(CasUetad. 7 . 301 ; Rasa v (fated States Wr- 
nngton, 7 . 301 . Group B: Ireland v Morocco 
(DeiMtuy, 730). 

SPEEDWAY! Renter UMgja: Oxford v Are- 
na Essex ( 7 . 45 }; Pstortwough v Bette Vue 
( 7 - 30 ). 

TOMS: tmemadonal (■omen's tournament 
( 8 ri#non). 

TOMORROW 

football: FACattngPramieitep ( 3 . 0 ): Ar- 
sortv Aston VteCreasfevMaref« 8 s» uat 
Cwertry v Sheffield Wednesday; Manohas- 
ter Cfly v (arts Utd; MrteAnwi v Qffi; 
Nescafe LIU v Wknttedon; NOOktfwi ft*- 
estvBdBmWtedeiGteWbstWmUUvBhdc- 
bun Rows. Bidsto^i tauanoe Laagie and 
Beil's Scottish Leslie progam mes, 

mimtEjraj&HBKKfe^uHBMOeo- 

tonanr Worid Cup aemJ-SnaC Eflgand v Wales 
(Old TiaSort, 3 . 0 ). 

RUGBY UWOK 'A' tntonawnat Watas A v 
F%* 230 ). auagB Outs' Champ- 

tanm®. Hareken Welsh teae* Tenner** 
ScottHJi Championship Premier League and 
bcuiteoe Ctepomten Inch Laagra. 

RMSNfe (RM irwetfeiga to capMg): DON- 
CASTEJfc dub £ 14 , Grandstetf £ 8 , family 
enclosure £3 16 trees! encto&msj. 

(W 0 ). MEWBUto Memtorj £ 13 . Ta&rafc 
£ 8 , SDver tong £3 (CAP’S hair pries). 030 ). 
cwfcte: dub £ 12 ; Taturaato £6 (OAR £ 3 . 
055 ). Hufltmgta Menftere £ 12 : Tauar- 
srts£ 8 ;QMse£ 4 . CHS). WWontar. Man- 
tes £ 12 ; Taaarsals £ 9 : Course £ 4.50 
(GAPS £ 2 - 25 ). IZQ 5 ). 

ATHLETICS; Nates* Rood May Champ- 
tonsfsps (Brmpng a n)- 
BASKE 7 BAIL: McDonaHTB Champienshp (see 
Pfoscftreoay), Bctortsertoegre p m pann a. 


bobk wbo f m b — ig* tore ABitworey 
COvra, toUer) v Daniel Jmflnaz (P toco) (VbrK 
Hal. Bahnal &aoi, tendon). 

CAMOBNCe gtexn C ha mplonahjpa (Ute- 
®A!ar). Thte Is dw final event rf fha fto- 
twal Oanpionsrop series coupled with me 
one-off British Open Championships. Ad- 
mission fer tfw vteuaJ spectacular Is free eo- 
day «v) tomorrow. From me Ml or M40 
join the MS to Bhrtnjffnm. Condnue past 
arnrincpiam and Join the M54 to Tettord. 
Ste on mb routo and continue to AS where 
Uan^fentovreflst^vpoKBd. fret 01978 
860089 fer further Wbrmaton). 

SOLA Altrtd DunhU Cup (St AnAew). 
Pthdrttt Open toumantent (Bennarii Sports 
Arena. Nonham tf o n . stare 9JBrr^. Too days 
of lop-ctess fencing. Tocfeys p rogramm e 
seesmen and woman n tetri adpta vrte 
tomorrow sees dom men and women n the 
tote and sate awns. Adrnsslonfiee IcrBno- 
WDO. (M 01804 494100 fer ftxttw m- 
tofmanon). 

SNOOKER: Stode Grand Prto (Stederited. 
awaL Opm). _ 

SPEEDHxr. ThW Test Errand » AustraSa 
Wr^ ijiin, 7,30). ftmartsseieted BAtoi 
Academy KnocK-out Cup final boucs. 
SQUASH- Brash Urter-l«VUndar-12 Champ- - 
IcraMiB (Welwyn GC). The cream of Britain's 
youig pfejere are on few fer me nmt tfuw 
da«. Pas champions Induda the worid No 
2. Peer Mated. CheouBB ReU.WMwmGB'- 


den Cay: tram ma Aim join me A4i4 and 
totalteexIttDVWinyn. nw 01707 3313331 
for battier darts). 

TCMSS: fettmutiaw semen's tourtamant 
(Bn^ttort). 

MOTOCROSS: Beach face (feoni. More that 
WOO competito r wfll reach speeds tf 
toOmph end race acmes me beach on a 
dWM-mto couse conploa with 20tt h& 

reelaraon tomteptaoe mmanow. Sundwts 
tee Ms lor three hausttot a £2Sf) chaqua 
tor toe Lip to 50.000 spectators are 

«pactod far Britan's top beam m. En- 
dtenee racing M its bes. Wessw centre. 


Vtta«vsuper-Mare. Aron. 12 noon start (Tfe 
01934-418256). 

SUMMY 

FOOTBALL: FA Carting Premtosttp: Ewrton 
v7otart«m (3XJ7; Southampton v Liverpool 
(41)).&)dslei^lnauartelmpefte0rt- 
store Oysto Palace vM Aral (£59; Ipswich 
vU»n& 0 );StC*»v Derby QJBS). 
RUSBriEABUBHateK Centenary WMd 
Cup SBrrt-flnat NewZatend vAustrefla (Hud- 
darstWd, aO). 

BKXElBMIf Buttoteer teaBN progBrnme 
and 7-UP Troghy figures. 

CANOane Stotom Championships (Ltoo- 
8Wan). 

CnCNET hdoor Staid Cup (matak,Bkm> 
1230 and 3D). 

cyaXM»06ScNaiorBll)0|tySariu(Diari- 
W.MwnYSHfli Park. Otaatoru south east 
tendon. Sent race: a 15pm (Tab 01325 
482CS2 tor further detofa). 
self; AftedDutal Cup® Andrews). 
RACffA Wcteto: Cfeb £12 {acoompsted 
Unttor-ies free); ThQw^s £7; Course £2 
<0Af*£Ufcan.lndnttEteto4adtfts£6>. 
CL30). WhcantoiL Mgnbers£1250 Uuttor 
Memtes, 17 to 22 years. £6.50); Tatere* 
£8;CouraetandteS0oaurw£4.(Undar- 
IBs fraa Into afl endosures). (L45). 
SmOKBt Steda Grand Pm (9tnM»f. 20 
and 7^)pm}. 

SKBMMK BrtUsh Academy (b&ns. 
SQUASK BrtOsh UBdef4AUnder-12 Chfenp- 
tonshlps (WBfegnGC). 

TOWS! trfemational woman's tournament 

TRUIHLOK TO SadSeki IfiT TitatMon. 

Bradtald. Barts (Tel: 01734 41550O ferfljr- . 
ther dental. 

Next week 

FOOTBALL (7^0 IBtos Matedfhicsdfly: 
Coca^te Cup tNrdrtupd: Barnsley y(Y- 
senal (7 .45); BtonstBem Oty v Tranmere 
Bottonwreidarereir tefcastar 
CHy (T^Sh Rsaingv Bury (MS); Wattort 


v 8facHxsn Rowers (7.45). Sootttafa Coca- 
C iota Cop wmaMkut RanSm v Aberdeen 
(Hampdst tefe 8A. WfedmdqcCocsCnis 
Cop ttH rmCfc Aston «avSto6<portCotjv 
ty (7.45V, Cowntry v TocerWm (?j45);Ctys- 
tat Mace v MM feb nwgt (7j45); Deny v 
Loads (7.46); Uverpooi v M an c h aa t er City 
(7-49; iWrafl v Sheff Wad (7^5); Norosch 
v Bradtbcd (7.46); QPR w York (7.4S): 
Southacrpon vwba Han Urtted (73®; Stale 
v N eecaafe Ureted (7.45); Wotverirampton 
W«tererevCh8rtton(7>4g,S«)tfishCoea- 
Ca«e Ore aaafl-fhsrt Dundee v Artrie (Mc- 
DtarmoPte, Psrth, 

RUOBY UJflOtfc Ttaartay: Tore nude Bed- 
ford v Wasasm toownce (8.0) Oat> aiatui 

•c Aberawn v Pmrth (7^0; Bter Vale v 
tet«ah«i CJ-ph MaoMgv KenSg m 
(7-15): (MM Ur* v WvsfrjS; Treda- 
V Cross Keys (7 JJ). . Wednesday: Toor 
match: Naatfl V Ffll ( 2 J 0 ). 

RACOW: Monday: laCERBB Qlfe £12; 

Tsrarete£8;S^ang£4. (accompanied 

under-15s tree). (L15). UN8BELD: Mem- 
baro £12. Tattaraafe £8; S8w tong £4. 
0-30). Tuesday: LBCESTSfc as Mcnd». 
(1.1S. REDCAJtCbi) £12: Qtedttand wd 
PSddodc £7 (OAft £33% Courae £250 
(OAPs 025). (1.30). Wsteteday: 
YARMOUTH: CMj £12 : TattereaBs £8,50; 
FemOy and course anctosura £450. (1.25). 
Chemtere Cfeto a Tattesrta £12 (JuOws, 
16-24 rears; £JB); Fosters Enclosure £5. 
fi-15). FonhreB: Ouh £12: Junior CM) (12 
to 15- year-olds) £2. infer 12s flea; Tatter- 
saM £8 tocoomoBfled undar-lSs flee); St- 


me Kmtost (TeterT tae Rtoh): Rghfe VTOte 
rtfl (Telferd. hcMer) v Zdravtaj Kosec f 


(12Q. Sw&OeM: Peddoch £7 (OAPs 
£350): course £2. (U0}.SbrtM Ctob 


£12; Taonafle £& Coum £4. (2.0). M- 
- ETOU>£l4(li6to2&w- 
otoa £8); Grandstand 6 Paddock £9 (16 to 


25-year-ctds £5); Sfl«rBng£3. (1.0), Ban- 
Bun Paddock £& Come £» (urefer-lfls free 
al enclosures). (1-20). wettwrtay: Chris 
£12 Cacconfeanied Under-IBs flee); Tattar- 
sbIb£ 7; Cuuns £2 (OAPs £3) (cas, hdudtoe 
up to 4 aduito £60. (5L40). 


Next weekend 

Wv^touneham Forest; She?tedW8dr»£ 
??* v yfeaH | am | JM; YflntaedcnvSou8ta»iip- ■ 
ton. Enfelelgh teagu a and 8wtaah Inague 

*»* BK5 Item- 
(OAPs £3. accompanM imct-ISs fleet 

£12 &ZJ3& 

(145). Wathor- 

Plan ahead 

The worid's oast competitive dimbera 
wfchein attendance on 24 to 26 No- 
vwngw for the Snow and Rock CJimb- 
present experience 
onrrtowtSmbMdoes not extend far- 

eyera offers the perfect opportunrty to 
fe-ethjcate yoursetf. 


Dave Hadfiefd on a 

Kiwi who holds the 
key to Sunday's 
Worid Gup semi-final £ 

. i f , , . 

bis. fan dub. . with Endacott 
tainting that Ngamu would be re- 
stored for this weekend's se mi- 
fin aL 

In the event, and typically of 
Kiwi selection for the best part 
of a decade, he has come up 
with a completely different set 
of options, with limy Kemp 
moving to stand-off. Mark Horo 
booking in the scrums and Paul 
in the hooker's other, infinite- 
ly more important role as dum- 
my half. 

There is a classic New 
Zealand inconsistency at work 
here. Endacott fears that Paul, 
for all his talent, is likely to take 
the wrong option and tty to do 
a little too much when he gets 
the ball in his hands. Therefore, 
he plays him in the role where 
he will handle the ball more 
than anyone. 

The coach who knows him 
best is Wigan’s Graeme West 
One thing his club coach has 
never seriously considered is 
playing him at hooker. But, 
significantly, he has switched 
him into the pack occasionally 
daring gam pro 

“If we’re short of ideas, mov- 
ing Henry to loose-forward has r 
got us going again," he says. * 
“Putting him into a new role 
against Australia in a World Cup 
semi-final, though, that proba- 
bly isn’t the ideal situation." 

If New Zealand do finally dis- 
cover the missing formula, the 
21-year-old with an un familiar 
number on his back will be the 
alchemist. And, as he says: 
“Number nine? It’s only a six 
upside down." 


Over 160 International climbers from 
20 countries will be compering on tbe 
unique new indoor wan m an attempt 
to accumulate points IniheUWA Worid 
Cup Series. Top male dhnbers In at- 
tendance Include fiance’s Francois 
Legrand, winner of the World Cup tor 
fete-yeas and the British rtol and win- 
ner of tore year's ESPN Masters in the 
United states, Ian Vickers. 

Vertical gymnastic 6k3b are tested to 
toe limit during tote event, wtto tenure 
measured tn alrtme, on one of the 
steepest Indoor walls ever built which 
Includes 12 metre cwrhangs. Anyone 
.who te unfamtftar with competitive in- 
door dlmbing should take the oppor- 
tunity to witness one of sport's most 
breatraaWng dsdpflnes. The atofetidsm 
of these worid -class competitors h&s to 
be seen to be believed. 

tettagtattoor Arena. King fcfeattfs fiOSO. 
8 ftifln 0 )am. Tcfcets for trie Snow and Rtet 

Mtfte £3 for Soomtey 25 November; 

tepper Pony £13. SO (toner tea) 
attafe C 4 (upper tesj ana £5 flow riansl 
g*roforamty3SAlaM»itMr. threedar 
fertto are«£22 otfufta £7.50ehB*cn. Ks- 
««ts forfloos, straws art av% oe .no* 


DctaSs of forthcoming even Is with 
tnfonnation on tickets and venues 
should be scat to: The Sports 
Desk The Independent, 1 Cana- 

SiTSS^' Cumi y Wbarf ’ London 
E14 5DL Fax A171 293 2894. 

Compiled by ABster Morgan 
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sport 

Isolated amid an embarrassment of riches 


- It is just under a year since Man- 
chester United stumbled out of 

- the Nou Camp after being bmn- 
bled by Barcelona, a damning 

■; nfa H fhat wa$ wtf m g 

with British football. 

On Wednesday, an estimat- 

- ed 100 million television view- 
. ers may weD have concluded 

■■■. nothing has changed and noth- 
• - ing has been learned. Hie island 
V which gave the game to die 
■ ;■ world remains cat adrift from 
its modem practice. 

Rangers were humiliated by 
Juventos in TUrin just as utterly 
. as United had been in 


Barcelona. Yet both teams had 
gone into the games on a high. 
Last year. United bad just 
beaten the then leaders. New- 
castle, and would be top with- 
in three weeks. This year. 
Rangers are already on target 
for an eighth successive do- 
mestic title. 

They were, therefore, the best 
these isles had to offer. Blade- 
bum, as they showed a g»w on 
Wednesday, are simply not func- 
tioning at present Under the 
current philosophy, they are 
even less equipped for Europe 
than Rangers. 


Yet neither United nor 
Rangers made any impression 
on their opponents. Even lairing 
tiie debilitating effects of injury, 
suspension and the three-for- 
eigner rule into account the gulf 
in quality was enormous. Ifccb- 
nicaHy and tactically, the Con- 
tinental sides were so far ahead 
it was embarrassing. 

lb make things worse, their 
opponents were not even the 
best in their respective coun- 
tries. Barcelona had begun 
slowly in Spain last season and 
never did catch up. They then 
went oat in the quarter-finals of 


Following the defeats of two champions, 
Glenn Moore assesses why British 
football is the poor man of Europe 


Harford’s head 
stuck in the sand 




' Tb say that Ray Harford has lost 
the plot in Europe pre-suppos- 
es that he was ever acquainted 
with ft. Judging by the Black- 
burn manager’s response to a 
third Champions’ League de- 
feat, at Legia Warsaw, that 
must be doubtfoL 
ftfr Before their European Cup 
' debut against Spartak Moscow, 
Harford announced anasham- 
. edly: “There’s no question of us 
adapting our style. .. we can't be 
patient ” Their performance in 
Poland, like the interim em- 
. barrassment by Rosenborg, sug- 
gested Blackburn would be as 
good as his word, or rather as 
bad, to the bitter end. 

That could well come against 
Legia on 1 November. Nothing 
less than a victory will maintain 
Blackburn’s tenuous hopes of 
reaching the quarter-finals. 
Even then, they would have to 


Phil Shaw reflects on another depressing 
night for Blackburn Rovers in Europe 


go to Russia and beat Group B?s 
outstanding team, Spartak, to 
keep the issue on its me-support 
machine. 

Legia, arguably the weakest 
outfit Blackburn have met in a 
less than formidable section, 
would seem to offer Harford’s 
men their best chance of break- 
ing the duck. The Rales are 
bound to miss their excellent 
sweeper, Jacek Ziefinski, who will 
be suspended, though it is stiD 

hard tnpicfim* Rtaritfumn h ridg- 

ing a chasm in flair and fluidity. 

They were, admittedly, with- 
out Graeme Le Saux, Jason 
Wflcox and Stuart Ripley, as 
well as the ineligible Lars Bo- 
hinen and BOly McKinlay. Nev- 
ertheless, Harford was not 


Fifa argues against 
instant video replay 


Football is considering follow- 
ing cricket's example in making 
key decisions with the aid of 
television evidence, writes 
Glenn Moore. 

Fifa, the world game's gov- 
erning body, has been dis- 
cussing the use of a “second 
referee" in a conference in 
Monte Carlo this week. The of- 
ficial could judge disputed 
4 goals, penalties and sending- 
■ offs from a monitor in the 
stand. Such a system is similar- 
to cricket’s “third umpire” 
who rules on le g-before -wick- 
et and run-out appeals. 

The impetus for such a 
move comes from television 
companies in Europe and the 
United States. Football has 
long been unpopular with 
some television executives be- 
cause its constant flow prevents 
advertisements being shown 
during play. JFIfa has already 
experimented with the use eft 
time-outs in the recent Under- 
17 World Championships. 

Though 'officially designed to 
give coaches the chance to talk 
to players, the time-outs also al- 
low for more commercial 
breaks. With television replays 


deciding disputes, there would 
be up to a two-minute delay - 
long enough for a doit adver- 
tisement 

Tb its credit, Fife is not con- 
vinced and Sepp Blatter, the 
general secretary, ; argued 
against the idea in Monte Car- 
les He was supported by Michel 
Vautrot a former World Cup 
referee, but another French 
World Cup offidai, Joel Quin- 
km, declared himself in favour 
after rating part in asecent ex- 
periment - 

Maradona’s “Hand of God” 
goal against England in -the 
1986 finals was ated as an ex- . 
ample of where injustice could 
have been prevented. Howev- 
er, opponents noted that, had 
such a system been in use in 
1966, England and West Ger- 
many might still be arguing 
about whether Geoff Hurst’s 
second “goal” crossed the line 
ornot 

Last year the German and 
TUrkish FAs overturned results 
after video evidence. Fifa later 
censured both FAs and stated 
that video evidence could only 
be used in judging disciplinary 
measures. 


undermined by Uefa’s restric- 
tions on foreigners to anywhere 
near the extent Manchester 
United were last autumn. . 

The problems go beyond 
personnel, however. In anoth- 
er phrase coining bade to haunt 
Harford, regarding Blackburn's 
adherence to 4-4-2 and a long- 
ball game, he said du ring a sum- 
mer of transfer inactivity: “If it’s 
not broken, why fix it?” They 
have now lost 12 of the last 21 
matches, yet he left Poland 
praising their “rigid” shape - 
which spectacularly misses the 
point about Europe - and as- 
serting that they looked like “the 
Blackburn of old”. 

Perhaps, by that, Harford 
meant the ride who could not es- 
cape the former Second Division 
until Jade Walker bankrolled 
Kenny Dalglish? Flippancy 
aside, a greater share of pos- 
session and some unproduc- 
tive late pressure do not add up 
to control of a game.' 

Haiford also demonstrated a 
de pre s sin g lade of feeling for a 
competition whose allure is sec- 
ond oniyto the Wbdd Cbp. Itwas 
as if the lessons absorbed and ap- 
plied by previous champions, 
notably Liverpool, had been 
erased. He was “not bothered” 
about tinsgzoi^ theftenriosbip 
remained Blackburn's priority. 
Whether he meant staying in ft 
or winning it again was undear. 

It is amyopfoview-noiieast • 
because each- Champions’ - 

Uefa, with a draw worth • 
£250,000. Surely even Black- 
burn. who would probably not 
havelasted more than one round 
under the old formal, cannot af- 
ford to be sniffy about such 
sums? Whiter missed the try, but 
his record in business indicates 
that he certainly would not be. 


ensuring renewed debate about 
ins role as “Director of Football". 
When he first came to Ewood 
Park, the only row of noughts 
came on the cheques be wrote. 
Unless there is a recognition that 
the present “style" has outlived 
its usefulness, their points return 
m Europe might well come to be 
represented by one. 


Wisbech sandwich scandal 


? Non-League notebook 

j ■ " 

Wisbech Town, one of East An- 
glia’s most respected non- 
, League dubs, were suspended 
from the Jewson (Eastern 
« Counties) League last week, 
. writes Rupert Metcalf. Not for 
the usual crimes, in such cases, 
of financial mismanagement or 
for fielding unregistered players 
✓ - but for their failure to attend 
meetings to answer complaints 
about a lack of sandwiches and 
other hospitality for visiting 
teams and officials. 

’ The League's handbook lays 


down the law in this matter: 
“Complimentary teas must be 
provided forplayers, match of- 
ficials and writing league and 
club officials pre-match; half- 
time and again at full-time. It is 
also expected sandwiches, bis- 
cuits and other light refresh- 
ments will be served to league 
and club officials ax half-time 
and full-time, and to match of- 
ficials and players at full-time.” 
Wisbech, ft seems, did not 
pity ball - complaints were re- 
ceived by the league from some 
match officials and away teams 
that the snacks were not up lo 
scratch. That alone did not lead 


to their ban - but when the re- 
quired number of officials (fid 
not attend two meetings called 
by the league to discuss the prob- 
lem, the Cambridgeshire dub 
were suspended by the league’s 
management committee. 

Both sides were due to attend 
another meeting at Diss last 
night, so if Wisbech have 
promised to cater by the rules 
in future, their suspension may 
be lifted today. It has been, as 
their joint-manager, Ian Jones, 
admitted, an “embarrassing” 
episode for the dob, who fin- 
ished runners-up in the Jewson 
League last season. 


the Champions’ Cap and Johan 
Cruyff has since dismantled 
the team. Inventus were well- 
beaten try Milan in Italy on Sun- 
day and although favoured to 
reach the European Cup final, 
they will probably have to beat 
the resurgent Real Madrid in 
the quarter-final first 
Blackburn, meanwhile, can- 
not even beat middle-ranking 
teams like Rosenborg Trond- 


heim and Legia Warsaw. Their 
probable failure to qualify for 
the last eight is the fifth by Eng- 
lish champions since the ending 
of the European ban. Rangers 
have fared little better, although 
they did make the equivalent of 
the semi-finals in 1992/93. 

Paul Ince said earlier this 
week that the I talian game was 
“not as aggressive as people in 
England kept saying”. Who? A 


cursory glance at Channel 4’s 
coverage shows calrio to be far 
more sophisticated and less 
overtly aggessive than the Prem- 
iership. Now Ince, at 27, says it 
is too late to change his game. 

In one way he is right, tech- 
nique is instilled at seven, not 
27. Instant cures are impossi- 
ble. Some dubs are trying to 
bridge the gap. Manchester 
United are attempting to adapt 
their style to place greater em- 
phasis on possession, Liver- 
pool already do so. 

Rangers began Wednesday’s 
match with a European approach 



High point: Magdalena Maleeva reaches for the last eight Photograph: Peter Jay 

Wood loses her grip 


Tennis 

JOHN ROBERTS 
reports from Brighton 

Before dropping out of her 
home tournament yesterday, 
Clare Wood came up with a 
startling shot: the no-handed 
backhand. Her grip slipped as 
she stretched for a ball lobbed 
by Helena Sukova, and her 
racket landed on her oppo- 
nent’s side of the net. 

The premature departures 
of Steffi Graf and Jana Novot- 
na bad left the international 
women's event desperate for 
a touch of enterprise as the 
show draws towards a dose af- 
ter a run of 18 years, but that 
was not exactly what the or- 
ganisers had in mind. “Care’s 
a very dangerous player," 
Sukova said, “speaking in 
general terms." 

It is doubtful that Wood 
would have reached the ball 
anyway, and when she failed 
to keep a forehand in the court 
on the next point, Sukova 
was a break up after the open- 
ing game and on her way to a 


6-2, 7-6 victory and a place in 
the quarter-finals. 

To be fair. Wood compet- 
ed wen after losing the first 
four games and might have ex- 
tended the contest but for 
double-faulting and hitting a 
forehand over the baseline 
when leading 2-0 in the sec- 
ond set. She had pushed 
Sukova to three sets m their 
previous two matches (the 
Czech now leads their head- 
to-head series 5-0). 

Wood, who received a wild 
card, was guaranteed a return 
to the world's lop 200 after 
winning her opening match 
against Karina Habsudova, 
of Slovakia, and has set her- 
self the target of a place in the 
top 50 by this time next year. 
It is encouraging to know 
that the British women’s game 
is not lacking in optimism. 

The 30-year-old Sokova is 
ranked No 20 and on her day 
poses a threat to the best. In- 
deed, having readied the final 
on her last two visits to the 
Brighton Centre, and wit- 
nessed the elimination of the 
two players who denied her 


the tide- Graf in 1990, Novot- 
na last year - the sixth seed 
must be quietly fancying her 
chances of taking the first 
prize of £51,633. 

Before leaving the Czech 
• Republic for Brighton, Suko- 
va checked Teletext for news 
about the tournament. “I read 
that Steffi Graf would be play- 
ing a qualifier and that the real 
competition would crane in the 
final when she played Jana 
Novotna,” she said. 

Events do not necessarily go 
according to plan or seed- 
ing?. When the Brighton tour- 
nament began in 1978, the lop 
seeds, Chrs Evert and Virginia 
MSkde, gave way to Betty Stove 
and Virginia Ruzid respec- 
tively, and Ruzid defeated 
Stove in the finaL Sue Barker 
was among the first-round 
losers, but in 1981 became the 
only Briton to win the title. 

Sokova’s next opponent is 
Magdalena Maleeva, the third 
seed. The Bulgarian lost the 
opening set of her match 
against Germany’s Barbara 
Rittner, 1-6. but recovered to 
win the next two sets, 6-4, 6-1. 


-three at the back, five in mid- 
field. But they do not have the 
personnel. Until the three-for- 
eigner rule is lifted, or Scottish 
football revives, they never will 

The Bosman case offers hope 
for the former, the latter is a 
more distant prospect, despite 
the success of the Scottish Un- 
der-21s. Of Rangers natives, 
only Andy Goram, Richard 
Gough, and possibly Ally Mc- 
Coist and Alan McLaren are of 
European standard. Charlie 
Miller wfll be, but who else? 

It is no wonder Rangers pine 
for a British league. For 


although Ajax have proved that 
total domestic dominance need 
not hinder success in the wider 
arena, the Dutch game is more 
compatible with European foot- 
ball as a whole than the Scot- 
tish. Tb pidc just one aspect, the 
tackling allowed in Scotland 
bears no resemblance to that 

S rmitted in Europe - as Alex 
eland found. 

Oeland and Gordon Duric 
(who was booked again) will be 
suspended from Juvemus' 
visit lo Ibrox in 12 days time. 
Paul Gascoigne will be fit - but 
so will Gianluca Vialli. 


Argentinian 
minnow nets 
Norman 


Golf 

TIM GLOVER 
reports from St Andrews 

The promotional material for a 
tournament usually prorides a 
reliable indicator as to whether 

a players bring paid appearance 

money or not. The Alfred Dun- 
hill Cup features a moody, al- 
most art deco shot of Greg 
Norman playing the 18th at the 
Old Course with the R and A 
clubhouse in the background and 
storm clouds gathering above. 

Yesterday, Norman played 
the 18th for real and was under 
a jet black doud by the nam e of 
Jose Coceres. In the world game. 
Cocoes - who wouldn’t know 
the colour of appearance mon- 
ey - is a minnow, 145th in the 

rankings and the winn er of thing , 

tike the Pinemar Open and the 
Los Cardales Challenge. Nor- 
man, of course, is the world No 
1 and the biggest earner in the 
history of the game. 

Coceres shot 72, Norman 
75, and for good measure the 
Argen tinian had a birdie three 
at the 18th to the Australian's 
four. The result provided Ar- 
gentina with the perfect start, 
but the Great White Shark was 
let off the hook. Steve Elking- 
ton levelled the match with a lit- 
tle help from Eduardo Romero, 
who went out of bounds at the 
14th, took a seven and lost by 
two, and in the deader Craig 
Parry defeated Vicente Fer- 
nandez by a stroke. 

Parry came home in 33 with 
birdies at the 17th, the Road 
Hole, and the 18th in a round 
of 70. Parry’s record in the 
Cup is played five, won five. 
When Coceres landed the big 
one, ft gave him his first victo- 
ry in the competition. “It was a 
great pity ” the 49-year-old Bsr- 
nandez said. “Jose made all the 
effort. If we had beaten Aus- 
tralia we would have knocked 
Maradona off the sports pages 
in Buenos Aires.” Coceres has 
nine brothers and a sister. “He 
could have his own football 
team," Fernandez said. 

When Norman arrived at St 
Andrews, he had to answer 
some awkward questions about 
appearance money and, in par- 
ticular, why he did not appear 

MsnroniMiaicivtoucBm^BtAii-'' 
dtotefc Snap ana: (Jrfterf States O to- . 
land 3: L Janzen 73 taetloDCturta TUB 
cww 71 toatoRftsffsriyTO: P Jacobsen 
73 tot to P WaOon 72. Canata U Sweden 
3rDBafr77torttoJPamteflc70;RSte»- 
art 73 lost ia J Sandata 72: RQfcaon 71 
leal to P-UJohstiScn6& Group lira: Sec*- 
land Staten 0: A Coast 66 tx (ton Lbs* 
fort 73; S Tenants 75tirUrMteiHali 81; C 
MonMnterta 71 tx Chug Crwvnsfng 80. 
Santa Africa 2 Bonnaoy li R Gotten 70 
WHP 7TXJBI 72; D FroetTX (OS? to S Stru- 
w 73; E & 70 bt ACejta 72. Qrev (bran: 
New Zrotend 2 Japm 1: M Compbefl 68 . 
« H «a» 73: F Nobte 71 tat T Mfaanatto 
75c G Tuner 73 tost to N Stitowi 72. Zba- 
Mtim 3 Wales (t T Johnehme 73 M M 
Maim 75:41 Price 67 UP Affleck 70; M ' 
McNtity GO H I Woosnam 74. Qnwfoor: - 

testxata2angantiral:GNorDan75lQst 

to J Coceres t£ SEMnffon 72 blERomaio 
74: C Parry 70 bt V ftmwder71. fetfud 
lSprto 2:8 une 74 bU Remo 75; M tenaa • 
77 MttaMA Jknenez 73; HCtaH 76 tot 
&> I Garrtoo 75L 


in the World Match Play at 
Wentworth last week. Mark 
McCormack, whom Norman 
split from two years ago. ac- 
cused the Australian of asking 
for huge amounts of appearance 
money. Norman denies this. 
The two, wbo had not spoken 
for 12 months, met at the Old 
Course Hotel here on Wednes- 
day evening, and the word is 
that McCormack apologised 
for his comments about his for- 
mer star client. 

Yesterday the Great White 
Shark (Norman, not McCor- 
mack) took defeat on the jaw. 
After three-putting four greens 
he said: “Thank God I've got a 
team. This wfll be my worst day. 
Jose played like a guy wbo 
wanted to get the job done. 
There’s nothing wrong wi Lh his 
game. 1 hope it gives him the 
confidence to become a better 
person and a better player." 

Andrew Col tart provided the 
outstanding round of the day, a 
66, as Scotland beat the Chinese 
3-0. There were also whitewash- 
es forties, the defending diam- 
pions Canaria, anri the United 
States. There was little between 
the US and Ireland until the dos- 
ing holes where the Americans 
displayed a form of self-destruc- 
tion reminiscent of their play in 
the finale to the Ryder Cup. 

Lee Janzen, having birdied 
the Road Hole, hit his drive out 
- of bounds on to the road at the 
last, disturbing the. drinkers at 
the Rusacks HoteL “There is no 
excuse ;” Janzen said. He took 
six to Darren Qarke’s four and 
lost by two strokes. Ronan Raf- 
ferty sank a putt of around 40 
feet for a three at the Road 
Hole and although Ben Cren- 
shaw matched that, the Texan 
was beaten by a stroke. And in 
the final match, Peter Jacobsen 
hit it on to the road at the 17th 
and lost at the last where Philip 
Walton gave Peter Jacobsen a 
lesson in playing the piich-and- 
run shot. 

As for Coceres. he is not out 
of it yet, although Argentina wfll 
have to beat England and Spain 
to survive. England were un- 
done 2-1 by Spain, Ignacio Gar- 
rido, the replacement for 
Jose-Maria Olazabal, applying 
the coup de grace with a birdie 
at the last lo pip Howard Clark. 

Tee-off times 

Group time South Africa • Tahm 0930 R 
Gooson v dung Chun-hsfng. 0940 D Frost 
v In Wen-teh, 0960 E Os v Chen Uangtai. 

v Germany; 1000 A Cottart v A Ga- 
fat, lOlD S Torrance v H P Thod, 1CCOC 

Mongomeno v S Stniner. 

Group four ErigrodwApninx 1030 6 lone 
v V Fernandez, 1040 M Janes vJ Coceres, 
1050 H OaritvE Romn. Aussafea « Spam; 
1100 G rtomsnvMA Jknenez, 1110 S Efe- 
' si0an v J Harare. 1120 C Pany v I Gatrido. 

‘ <toop owe Canada v Iralancb 1140 R G&- 
son y D OaikB, ll£0 R Stotart v p waiton. 
1200 D Ban v R (Many. Unrted Stales » 
Sweden: 1210PJacciieenvj Pam*. 1220 
- B Crenshaw v J Sandeln. 1230 L Janren v 
P-U JotwsGon. 

~ Group thme Naur Zfeatand v Wales: 1240 
M Gtinptefl v I VWxsnam. 1250 G Turner u 
MMrxtend. 1300 FNoMovPAffiecfc- 22m- 
baO«evJapaKl310TJohnsiDnevTMaan- 
ato, 1320 MMcf*JtyvHK»e, 1330 NPnce 
vNSonawL 


Hendry hot under the collar 



- Snooker 

Stephen Hendry, the world 
champion, took a swipe at the 
authorities after booking his 
place in the last 16 of the Sko- 
da Grand Prix in Sunderland 
yesterday. ■ 

Die Scot was angry after be- 
ing forced to wait Tor 90 min- 
utes before finally getting his 
second-round match against 
Mark Bennett of Wales under 
way. 

And even a 5-2 rictmy - dur- 
ing which Hendry again scored 
heavily - failed to lift his black 
mood! 

Hendry was scheduled to 
play at 230pm, but with a cou- 
ple of the tournament's morn: 
mg matches developing into 
,4 marathons, he encountered .a 
' major delay. 

“I think it’s scandalous and 
Fm sure Mark felt .the same 
way," Hendry said. 

“You grt yourself psyched up 
then have to lock your heels. 
It’s hot only affectingibe playp- 
ens, it’s cheating the public. - 


“Anyone with half a brain 
would have put the morning 
games on much earlier." 

Hendry, favourite to cap- 
ture his fourth Grand Prix title 
in eight years, fell 2-1 behind 
before breaks of 75, 60, 58, 69 
and a closing-frame clearance 
of 112 helped him comfortably 
avoid a shock defeat 

“This result is a big relief,” 
said the Scot once known on 
the circuit as the “wee bairn”, 
“i am playing really well, but 
by the time we started potting 
balls 1 wasn’t looking forward 
to the match. My concentration 
was terrible in the first few 
frames." 

Fergal O’Brien joined his 
Team Sweater Shop, stable- 
mate Hendry in the televised 
phase of the event with an im- 
pressive 5-2 success over Ac- 
crington-based Pakistani 
Shokat AIL 

O’Brien, wbo later described 
his' opening four frames as 
“flawless”, ran. in breaks of 82, 
63, 86 and 66. He now meets 
James Watts na. 


Cricket 

or TEST HATCH (Baoeriora, MCtmd tey <* 

CXI tart: Hill Twlimrt, HP Ito — ccoittoilng 

nictate sbndfafe toad total tgr 42 m. 

fNtoZbaftwxfworiUJBs) 

Train new Zealand - fm Mnci im a K Qer- 
•nin p mon 48; A R ftento *-39). 

° IMMA-fkSt tantata 

cap- AD^SeYeS^uemn 59 

•*25L, m ManKttn b Sm;... -87 

true VGfenMo Panm bNMh_ -27 

j™; aaaa sr= =^==| 

8. 69 J Sitadi b Cm — 0 

RKCMutaneVMM&Morriton 1 

auce VBntaEffltfw Ra|u e Hart 0 Cans 0 

tablv Extras BBrfclS art 1 24 

3 Total . . . 2M 

Mb 1-11 2-45 3-54 4-149 6211 6-21A 7-220 
lief" 8-220 9-227. 

n ’ Borttnc Morton 16-5-61.3: (tons 17.4-5- 
n °u 44-4; rash 16-3-50-3; Hon 7-1-28-0; Thom- 
ini”. 12-3-37 -Ol 
h,,r NeWZEUAND-SWQOdMnCB 

' 001 MJ Qwtbaih bPrabhataf — — 16 

ttinp B A Yotfig tw b FwMataf 8 

tAPfowetWbSiwta : 3 

vara MDCnwtaDKmme 24 

itinn SR Homs* not ou( 33 

S A Thomson C Mon0a b Kmitoi- — fi 

few CL Catos not oM.— 23 

fiiba»(b4t)B) 12 

Total {tar q 12S 

I hiS M 119 2-32 3-36 4-58 S-8a 
Lble- Bontae Pnbtatar 63-23-2: Sttsth 96- 
. j l«rfiw*teXl-2-39« ChsUisn 4-1-17-0; 
reed Raju 6-0-29-0. 


« Victoria. 

accRYTOUR wiatfowc South teas 
354 for & Ztoisbra Cowtw Diaries 203 ter 
9. tooth Aftto Ml by 351 m. 

Cydfatf 

teJ/sMarroflartaniwflibeoutotac- 
tionfbrfourtDSRironthsaftersiam- 
nilng inm a carat 80tan per hour dwtng 


the K«an-Tunn race on Wednesday. The 
doctor who operated on the exposed 
break erf the tiba and fibuta of Parte re's 
left leg said he could not rule out the 
possrtatlity of another operation. 
Graeme Obree. Scotland's world champ- 
ion, has won Scottish backing fty his 
Atlanta Olympics bid in a one-year deal 
with the Scored Group m Aberdeen. He 
wfll ride in Ws new colours next Mon- 
day when he takes on Chris Boardman 
in a 4,000 metres pursuit challenge at 
the Nations three-day meeting at the • 
Bercy track in Parts. 

Jeermie Lonao, the 37-year-old French- 
woman, tailed on Wednesday with 
three attempts to break the one-hour 
world record, two days after Mipiel in- 
duain, cf Spain, fen short in hb attempt 
at the info's mark. She was attempt- 
ing to surpass the mark of 47.411km 
(29 similes) set by Yvonne McGregor, 
of attain, on 17 June. 

MOAH-IURM CLASSIC (188km) tooting 
ptodags CtnfaD mten atated): 1 C Ox 
appued 4lr 35mn 43swr. 2 S 2am +laec 
3 DCasifflV; 4 B Vosfamp Methl; 5 D Keny- 
chev (fta): 8 £ Oewer (Nemi; 7 Q Fjre&n 
eOsarneoRtoSMBfoM +J 0 sec; 95 Gj- 
nki +35; 10 C Ham tGert same nme. 

Footbal l 

Second Division Wycombe wanderers 
have been even the go-ahead to build 
a new 5,000 seater, two-tier stand at 
a cost of around £1.9rn_ The stand. 
Which wa be ready before the Start of 
next season, will include 20 hospitali- 
ty bates, capacity for 50 cfcsabled sup- 
porters and a 1.500 -seater family 
area. 

Tfeny Venables yesterday warned Bat 
Errand’s postal as a power in vwrid 
foottal wa continue as slip urflessmoi- 


eylsploughediniDthegameateass- 
roots level, the Engand coach was 
speaking at the launch of a new £2m 
sponsorship deal with Snickers, the 
chocolate bar manufacturers, which wfll 
back both the national team and pro- 
mote schools' soccet 
LOAN mwsmss Sham Wood (mWektw) 
Couarny to VS Rugby: «djrad Mradra 
Chelsea to Bangir (n kt); Ben Roberta (aoa(- 
kseper) UdltoBdi a Harttopcxfl. 
WEDNESIUVS LATE RESULTS: Itah Cup 
second maid tat fort Kamriaunm 1 IKodi 
481 Real Sett 3 (Pom 45, 73, Thiyao 54). 
European Chain raws ' tongue Group A: 
Nants 3 (Quedec 5. Pedem 46, Petits 56) 

Aafcora 1 tKasecM 751. Pofto 0 PanaffunaWos 
1 Mates 40). araup B: Lego Wtisaw 1 Poo- 
tyceny 25 BxMium 0: RcaenSo^ 2 (Usken 
2, Brattpakk 451 S Moscow 4 (wnochev 59, 
Ndtorav 66, Kecfonov 75, 82}. taoup C: 
BOMS* Dortmund 1 (RBten 58) S EWhamt 
0; Juwntus 4 (RmaneH 14, 75, Conte 16, 
Dei Piero 22) Range's 1 (Goatii 78}. Group 
D: A)ax 3 (Nuiven 10. 68, GeoiBB 87} 
Grasdwppets flinch 0; Real Uadntf S (Gon- 
zalez 23. 25. Zamareno 34, 46, Hierro S5, 
Ffeul 84) Fetencvait a 1 (Hopunowcs 63). FA 
Uootao Trapfor ftat quefSytog round reiteyx 
Brarifort ntiAveru 2 Accrington Stanley 3 
faefl; pasei Rar^ts 0 Wnsfortl 2; Hawrrt 1 


l toegos npnter DMflieK 
Boston Ud 2 Leek 2. Ftot DMatou Alfown 
2 Lnoift UU 1. Beater Homes toegua Dr 
Msrtona Cup flat round second leip Yae 
2 TrwtmOge 0 fhoeOnciae nfln 4-3 on «g- 
gncgatBj. Federation Brewonr Northern 
toague firtt DMakac Contt 3 Petedn 0: 
Croat 2 F«n>*idO; Durham 2 Tew L»* OiGwO- 
borei^i 3 Btangiom Synhona 3; Mufer 3 
Epa ao n 0; SNkm 2 Durston 4; wma toam 

0 Saaham RBd Star 1. Stoat Ms taatfia 
hooter DMstosCBfcie 1 Bnantion 1; Frame 
OOddPofffiD. J ea wnr as t a n i l a n g na Fre- 
mto DMsioro Stovtowhet 2 Nawratet 0; 
Sudbuy Tcwn 0 Tctree a Northern Coarv- 
tfas East toagua Ftoadar DMte Sheffleto 

1 Thaddey 2. Uoget Sussex County League 
First DMstas Eaetboume Town 5 ftowCor- 
otftpi 2. John O^tara toatin Cup n oo n d 
rounti WMtoit 0 Landng 3. League of 


Wale*: CaoRmfon 2 Comer 2. Leagoe Cop 
that round: Ebbw Vale 2 Cwmbran 0. Pon- 
tto toa»« Hto Dhkkn Baton 3 Neacasta 
U MancneserUbl3B>mngantO;NansCow 

? 2 West Bnvnwkh 1; Shafted Wednesday 
Notdn^am Forest 0. Second Division: As- 
ton Vita 2 Port vale O; Btachpooi 4 Rother- 
ham 0; Bradfoid 3 Manchester Ctty 0; 
UdiSesfoottir3PrastDnOMNaRHpOQQ:^- 
deriand 3 Oiraiiiy 0; ym 0 Buntey 5. 
liraa onteCoBfl> ina tioaFtotPi»»i)p:&is- 
w) Cny 1 Oaford Utd3: Luton 8 Chaiton fo 
Nonwch 2 BD0iton 0; Southampton 3 West 
Ham 2 far Msrchwmcb: mmbiedon 2 Ipswch 
5. Second OMskm Leajaie Cue Bsm lPfy- 
mouth 5 OtNEWEfiarrd; CaitiffJ Bnnntiiani 
1; Newport 4 SMMnsea 0 far (toftxO. Frionci- 
for MacdesteU 0 Thafend 1. 

Golf 

BRSKESIDICTOliRNAmT {Chfco, J^Mp} 
Leading fhst -round scores (lapaa octess 
stated}: 86 S Marujama; T Qzakr Y Kuamo- 
to;MC3icawcctMWS).ll7Utta*cRhawg- 
ofo: K kUe' Y MaumaKt $ YOtaa. BB B Vtens 
{USl: C Franco IPad: 0 Kill (US); 6 Day (US). 
89 R Mackey i Aus). 70 A GNjpst (Aus); Cnen 
Tte-nVng (Tat): W Smith (Aus); Yeti Chane-mg 
(Ml; P MCWfoney CAuaX. 71 Chen Ts-tiao% 
(Tor); 8 Jones {AuM. 72 bn Cfoe-ftaang (Tail. 
73 Haiti Itaignan iTen. 75 HMh Chn^iene 
iTaO- 76 C WBrren (Aus). 77 S Ginn IfiuS). 
SPAWSH OPEN (to 


68 S DaBongntie (Frt: 68 S Granbeig 19m); 
M-L M Ursns |FfK R HeSwflnpon (Ais); A 
Godmo (Smn » Dete; H Wadseorth. 68 P 
wngic U Amro (£p); A Arruo (Sp); V Mcftaud 
(Fir). 70 S BemetC X (Spl; L Fteind 

(SW); L Hackney: C Low (SAh S Gustaton 
CSmi; A Rogers; KOnaa (Den); DDooBng. 71 
M todi (Gad: L Lambert (Aus); R Bate (US); 
B Puana (SA); G Sterait: O Booker (Auei: T 
AMOd (Spl- 


ice hockey 

NHU BOM* 4 Edmoraon 1; Colorado 4 ufota- 
ingon 2; Vancouver 5 Anahebn 1; Ltrs Arv- 
getes 1 Pfotodeiphta 1 (00. 


RaDytng 

Brtmln's Richard Bums darned another 
fastest time on the Hong Kong-Ftetdng 
RaBy ^sterday to dimb into third 
place overall. With just one dap to go. 
Buns is three rrinmes 29 seconds be- 
hind the leader; Kenneth Eriksson of 
Sweden. 

HONG KDNG-PEXINB RALLY toadtag po- 
atbORS (attar ahdh day): IK&BoBon&te) 
BMstlshl 4hr 31>nto Stoc 2 A TAannon ffto 
Mtsubbfo 4-32^7; 3 R Buns (GB) Subtiu 
*3521: 4 P Bourne CO Subtiu 4:36:23; 
5 Y Fubnoto (tonn) Ttyota 4:48:14. 

Ra^bjr Le^w 

HAURKCMERGMa NATIONS WORLD CUP 
CROUP ore 

P w D L F A Pts 
Cook Wands — 2 2 0 0 122 26 * 

Scotland 2. 2 0 0 72 25 4 

Itaaala. 2. 0 0 2 29 92 0 

Unttad States ...2 0 0 2 22102 0 


P W O L F A Pts 

tola n ri 4, 1 0 0 48 26 2 

UaMato 2 1 0 1 50 67 2 

Morooo o 1 0 0 1 19 24 0 

smog 

Britain’s Chris Law meets Roy Heinet 
of the Netherlands, the man with a 

S25CL000 prize ir> his d^ts, in foe quar- 
ter-final Crfthe BlUt Gold Cup in Bermu- 
da today, having won two of the five 
grand prakilhe Brut senes, In San Fran- 
cisco and New\Wt,Heinwistheon]y 
one capable of scoring the three vic- 
tories needed to land the bonus. 


Snooker 

SHOOK BRAND PMX (Suntertaad) Second 
route J Warana (Thai) K W Thome (Ena 5-4; 
A McManus (ScO) Ot A (tons lErap 5-1: 1 Pme 
(N M) M S Newouiy (wan M: S Daws (Eng) M 
J Feqnsan (Enrt 5-4; J Heons [SCM H N Foukh 
tup 5-1: Ftitin Orfl M BH tftW SZ & Hmn 
(Sco) bt U Banned (UU) 5-2. 


Tennis 

HEN'S MDOOR TOURNAMENT (Lyon) Saeond 
imiite D PmwJl iGefl to J Htaseh (Sum) 6-1 6- 
-llYWeMw rRusi M H Halm (Swe) 7-5 6-3. 
MIBWMIOfML WOMEN’S TOURNAMENT 
(Brigbfod) Sunad Mute H SufcOt® ICS Rep) M 
C w5od (Eng) 6-2 7-fi; B Pates (Aui) H I Spo- 
leatnom) 7-6 6-4; M Kateara (BUI bt B Ritwr 
(Qer) 1-8 6-4 6-1. 

SALEM OPEN (Bogaf] Man's klnMos, Second 
rouat S Mmsucte Uapen) bt S tocai vCan) & 
3 7-6; S Draw (Aw) M H DmakfiWftn (Get) *6 
6-3 6-4; M Oui« IUS1 M J Bares (GBl 6-3 6-2 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The number of days that 
William Ayache was in charge 
of Cannes, who are bottom 
of the French Second DMston. 
He was sacked after asking 
for a contract to run until the 
end of next season should the 
football dub avoid relegation. 









Dependent - nupgaoCTW^Jg : ^ ,/ 


‘Ray Harford also denrKjnstrated a d^rK^ngla^|of f^Ifngidr a ■ nrev jous 

second only to the World , Cup. ; . It' vw^‘ ;asr; ft ibe.|ei^ naee 31 V 

champions had been erased* pj^^iaw pn Blaci^urn's Euro 1 ' - '■ — _ | 


“ y 

Video evidence condemns Dicks 



Football 

UZ SEARL AND OUVE WHITE 


Julian Dicks, the West Ham full- 
back, was yesterday suspended 
for three matches after being 
found guQty of “violent con- 
duct” by the Football Associa- 
tion amid claims that, despite 
hard evidence, it had settled for 


a trial by video. 

The charge arose from an in- 
cident which left Chelsea's John 
Spencer needing eight stiches in 
a head wound. 

After three hours of delib- 
eration in a London hotel, an 


FA commission discounted ex- 
pert advice and a submission by 
the full-back's victim. 

Dicks was accused of stamp- 
ing on Spencer's head out of the 
referee's view. The incident 
was captured on Sky Television, 
and the FA decided to act, de- 
spite protestations from Spen- 
cer that he believed the injury 
was not deliberate. 

Spencer submitted a written 
statement for the hearing, 
which explained his view. The 
Chelsea manager, Glenn Hod- 
dle, did not allow him to attend 
the bearing. 

But after viewing video 


recordings “from two angles on 
very many occasions", the com- 
mission decided to follow the 
lead of the match referee, Rob- 
bie Hart. He was asked to view 
the incident and then said that 
had he seen the stamping on the 
field, Dicks would definitely 
have been sent off. 

Controversially, the com- 
misaon did not accept advice of- 
fered by Peter Harrison, the 
general secretary of the Physi- 
cal Education Association, who 
told the commission that the 
collision was inevitable and an 
“unfortunate accident”. 

Harrison had been called to 


the bearing by West Ham, wbo 
had been confident before the 
hearing that Dicks’ action 
would be vindicated, despite his 
poor discipline record. Dicks 
has been booked 54 times and 
sent off nine times during his 
career. After the verdict, the- 
dub's manag in g director, Peter 
Storrie, said it would consider 
launching an appeal over the 
next two weeks. 

“We are obviously all voy dis- 
appointed,” he said. “The short 
sentence imposed of three 
games shows mat there was an 
element of doubt in the pro- 
ceedings- It seems to me that it 


is the game is going. Tri- 

al by video is pari of the busi- 
ness now and we have to aocqit 
that it works both ways.” 
Harry Redknapp, the West 
Ham manager, would not say 
whether he thought Dicks' 
“hard man" image bad prompt- 
ed the FAs derision to penalise 
the player, but he was shocked 
at the result “1 am convinced 
that he was innocent,” he said, 
although he refused to blame 
the absence of Spencer for the 
guilty verdict. He was adamant 
that Dicks was not guilty in the 
eyes of the chib, and announced 
that he would not be fined by 


tbenL The player will ateo retain 
his first team place. 

Premiership clubs next sea- 
son will be able to name five 
substitutes but will still only be 
allowed to send on three, the 
Premier League has derided. 
Tim derision should improve 
dubs’ tactical options.. 

Hall City have placed their 
entire playing staff on thetrans- 
• for list after being served with 
a winding^jp order by the In- 
land Revenue. 

The musjdan Rick Rbkexnan 
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his international career 


Rugby Union 

STEVE BALE 



, „ ACROSS 24 Scored work’s recorded 5 Conveyance loaded with 

I Party discipline, in a (5) a weight (5) 

moral sense (10) 25 Fish right out in the 7 Second trading ship’s run 

6 Seeks jobs with time off drink (3) 0 

(■*) 26 Country’s joint leader 8 Constant support (6) 

10 lellow, the French Bene- getting CIA involved 9 One of Tb rainy’s mates? 

dictine? Mostly (5) £4) (1.7-2-4) 

I I It gets one down, cultivat- 27 Check, including last of 16 Yawn (carrying unwieldy 

mg a patch with rue (9) gingivitis in gum (5) cases) shows loss of ener- 

12 Deity — one without end 28 Consider letter Mass ap- gy (3,6) 

(3) pended? (4) 17 Care to make money, 

13 Figure on swinging a 29 Like country relations, pocketing rough cut? (8) 

time-piece number? (5) perhaps (10) 19 Show who’s boss! (7) 

1 A Vil.l.vl nmMrtv Pm Jw_ ‘ «jn ' ' 


Wh^ps Rugby Qub last night did 
the nearest thing to throwing 
out two of their most distin- 
guished players when they told 
Rob Andrew and Dean Ryan, 
their defectors to Newcastle, 
that they would no longer be 
considered for selection. 

Whereupon Andrew, haring 
said all season that he wished 
to cany on his England career, 
announced his retirement from 
international rugby at the age 
of 32 with 70 caps and a record 
373 points, Lawrence DaUaglio 
replaces Ryan as captain. 

The London duo's trauma 
bad been exacerbated earlier 
yestentoywfaen Nkk Ptipplewefl, 
their Irish prop, confessed that 
he too would be joining Andrew, 
Newcastle's development di- 


have given it a a sour end- 

ing for Andrew and Ryan. Jack 
Rowell, the England manager, 
wfflirat be too distraught at hav- 
ing to decade on a new outside- 
half- Mike Catt or David Pears 
- for the South Africa match at 
Twickenham on 18 November. 


Ryan had this week become 
Andrew’s first major recruit 


rector, and Ryan, Andrew’s new 
assistant, in the North-east This 


assistant, in the North-east This 
latest body-blow served to rein- 
force the feeling among the se- 
lectors at Sudbury that enough 
was enough. 

Considering the service they 


Andrew’s first major recruit 
for Newcastle - a turn of events 
that forcibly changed Wasps’ 
mind about choosing Andrew 
for as long as the Rugby Foot- 
ball Union's 120-day qualifica- 
tion period remained m force. 

Du die end, the position of both 
Andrew and die club became un- 
tenable when Andrew was seen 
to be und ermining Whsps fro m 
the inside fay trying to pick off 
their best players, using the sub- 
stantial carrot of salaries reck- 
oned in Ryan’s case to be worth 
as much as £50 ,000 a year. 

However, Andrew’s parting, 
shot was typically gradons. “It is 
with great regret that 1 have de- 
rided to retire from interna- 
tional rugby,” he said. “Following 
Wasps’ derision to exclude Dean 
Ryan and myself from the team, 
I have decided that I must re- 


move myself from any further 
speculation as to my possible in- 
clusion in the England team. 

“I bavegreatfy enjqyed^J^ 

over the past 10 years and I would 
not want my recent 'appoint- 
meot with Newcastle to cause any 
unnecessary damage to Eng- 
land’s prospects on or off the 
field. As the South Africa game 
draws near, the squad needs sta- 


by fraternity, look forward to a 
new, fresh mid successful Eng- 
land team developing over the 
next few years, cuhninating with 
England being crowned world 
<±ampiods in 1999." 

Sir Fht Lowry, chairman of the 


this decision, the executive have 
the following points in mind: 
One, the overriding priority for 
Wisps to retain their place as one 
of England’s premier dubs; two, 
the need, each week to select 
players who are totally motivat- 
ed towards the success of the dub 
and not distracted by commit- 
ments and responsibilities un- 
dertaken elsewhere; three, the 
need to build for the future.” 


14 Vhlued property Fm in- 
habiting, on Dee (9) DOWN sonatas Handelian (7) 

15 Being too nice as a critic? l Mark is sitting on East- 21 First of soldiers marched 

/n C\ u i. /n\ ■ /n 


DOWN 


20 Girl who finds some 


( 9 i5) era settle (S) 

18 Londoner, say, built up 2 Minor (so-called) (7) 
the store near us (5-9) 3 It's inherent in an exEr- 

22 They are found before cisc (14) 

many a grind (9) 4 Gap-filler? One might 

swear by it (9) 


Cardiff’s ‘derisory’ offer for 


in ranks (6) 

23 Incompatible article 
about fiction (5) 
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Cardiff’s first offer to take 
Jonathan Davies back to rugby 
union amounted to a “derisory 
£30,000, Warrington said yes- 
terday, insisting that they will oot 
release Davies without compen- 
sation of at Least £200,000. 

Graham Armstrong, the War- 
rington chief executive, said that 
Cardiff offered £30,000 for the 


began talks a fortnight ago. 
“Jonathan is trader contract un- 
til June 1997 and we are adamant 
we don’t want him to go,” Arm- 
strong said. “If be signs for Cardiff 
without our approval, we will sue 
him for breach of contract 
“We understand two other 
Welsh dubs and a London side 


want Jonathan, but they w0 
have to wait until they come up 
with £200,000 or more. 

“They offered a derisory 
£30,000 for Jonathan’s immedi- 
ate release and masted there was 
no more money available. Now 
we have had a mx from Cardiff's 
lawyers, and it’s dear they want 
Jonathan straight away." 


Manchester City. Spallation 
that Wakeman was mwlved 
followed a remark by Micbad 


nessman, that his consortium 
was supported by arock star. 
W&keman is a big City fan. 

Birmi ngham City are being 
investigated by the Football 

T^wfl fl^th^Fh^DivisKm 

riva&Stoke City accused them 
of malting an illegal approach 
to to resign striker Paul Ptedu- 
solido, who is married to the 




part ofacouSOTUum offering to 

inject £10m into struggling 


Burning^ managmguin^^ SmdW camera: Julian Dicks 



Everton ill 


draw little ^yei 


consolation 


u 


1 


GUV HODGSON 


Everton 

Feyenoord 


Feyenoord, the last team to 
knock Everton out of a Euro- 
pean competition 16 years ago, 
went some way towards re- 
peating the feat last night when 
they left Goodison with a draw 
from their European Cup-Win- 
ners’ Cup second round first leg. 

Eight goals were scored when 
England and the Netherlands 
met in the Uefa Cup in the 
shape of Leeds and PSV Eind- 
hoven on Tuesday, but there was 
never a hope of such a feast last 
fligh t 

Irstead, Everton will travel to 
Rotterdam m a fortnight’s time 
with their only prize being the 
non-concession of a home goaL 
Even that was secured only by 
a header off the line from Rob 
Witschge’s flick by Gary Ablett. 

Everton were without Duncan 
Ferguson, Andrei Kanchelsltis 
and Daniel Amokachi for a va- 
riety of reasons, but at least that 
aflowed Joe Rqyle, the manag- 
er, to play Barry Home for the 
first time in Europe this season. 
The Y&lshman led the side in the 
absence of Dave Watson, who 
was fit enough only to take a 
place on the substitutes' bench. 

It was an unfamiliar Everton, 
nevertheless, with Matthew 
Jackson and David Unsworth 
being used in midfield to cramp 
the style of the Dutch, whose 
strength was perceived to be in 
that area. 

A warning for the home side 
came after three minutes when 
Neville Southall had to fling 
himself to his left to block 
Regi Blinker's shot. This, and 
a high, wide effort by Henrik 


Larsson. were the sum total of 
the Dutch efforts before the in- 

Everton, meanwhile, had 
three dear efforts, the boa of 
which was a shot by Paul Ride- 
out that tested the agility of Ed 
De Goey after seven minutes. 
There was also a header from 
Graham Stuart that flow over and 
a shot from Samways that was not 
hit hard enough to profit frilly 
from Stuart's intelligent pass. 

The moment that had Good- 
ison buzzing with frustration, 
however, came when Jackson 
burst past a defender on (he 
right and then was bowled over 
by Blinker in the area. It looked 
Destruction at the very least, but 
the referee waved piay on. 

Like the first half. Feyeno- 
ord began the second un the at- 
tack and an intelligent pass to 
the left of the area by Blink- 
ers allowed Giovanni van 
Brouckhorst a sight of goal His 
shot from a narrow angle was 
saved by Southall, but only by 
his legs. 

Everton’s response was im- 


mediate, Samways only just 
failing to reach Anders 


failing to reach Anders 
Liznpar's cross from the left af- 
ter 47 minutes. Six minutes lat- 
er, Stuart was denied contact 
with the ball as he dived in by 
a late touch from a defender. 

There was alarm in the 
Dutch area, too, when De 
Goey slipped as he punched 
dear and was saved only by 
Ronald Koeman’s quick think- 
ing. The home frustration was 
growing, however, with every 
failed attack. 


Everton {3-5-21: Souths*; Barren. Shan, 
AW an; Jackson (Holmes. 81). Homo, 
Samways, UnsMrdi, Limpar (Bartow. 81); Stu- 
art. RMCOUL 


r eynoort (4 1-3-2): De Goey; zwnnentoog 
(Hens, GO), van GotiM. Koeman. Boatenfi 


(Hsus, GO), van Go&M. Koeman. 
Maes; Laisson Owen, 811, VMtsch 
ckhorsc ObOoj. Bunker (TrustMI. 6 
Ref er ee: H Water l Germany j. 


Donato strikes for 


Deportivo in Turkey 


ROUND-UP 


, A second-half goal from Donato 
gave the Spanish side, De- 
portivo La Coruna, a l-0victoiy 
over Turkey’s Habzonspor yes- 
terday in a second round, Gist- 
leg match of the Cup Winners 
Cup. 

The Brazilian-born Spaniard 
Donato headed the Spanish 
cup holders into a 1-0 lead 
from a corner in the 60th 
minute to give his team an im- 
portant away goal going into the 
second leg m Spain. 

TVabzoospor did most of the 
attacking in the first half and 
had their best chance in the 33id 
minute when the ball nearly 
went in after a goalmouth 
scramble. 

After going a goal down, 
Tkabzonspor put Dcportivo's 
gpal under severe pressure, but 
were unable to take advantage 
of several more goal scoring op- 
portunities. 


Ttabzonspor’s two central 
defenders, Osman Ozkoyiu and 

Opiin Temi7lranncilii nnll Hnth 


Ogun Temizkanoglu, will both 
miss the crucial second-ice 


miss the crucial second-leg 
match after receiving yellow 
cards. 

Some 27,500 fans watched 
the game at the Avni Aker sta- 
dium in this fishing city on 
Turkey’s northern coasL 

In another second round, 
first leg tie in Russia, Dynamo 
Moscow gained a slender ad- 
vantage when they beat Hradec 
Kralove, of the Czech Repub- 
lic, 1-0 thanks to a 59th-mmi4e 
goal by Yuri Kuznetsov. 


■ ■■■ i un i nri 
Ewoihmm CnpWmwis’ Cup 
Second round first teg 

a Forenoon! 0 


1 (Kuawatw 6» 
™nttac Kranwe iCz Ropj O; rmtuonsaM 
Deporttvo La Comte iSp) l (Dote- 










